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TODAY'S NEWS 

Exclusive: women face 
cancer risk from, labs 

Women are being put at risk of dying from cervical 
cancer because some laboratories are conducting too 
few smears to ensure accuracy. One in five cervical 
cancer screening laboratories - 33 out of the 181 in Eng- 
land — are not doing enough to ensure that the checkers 
are properly experienced. 

- Government officials have been worried about the 
problem for years and 18 months.^go; the health,, 
department raised the problem again. Only last week 
Warwickshire health authoritiy announced it was 
re-examining the smears of 18,000 women after checks 
showed some abnormal results had been missed. The 
mistakes have been blamed on the inexperience of 
screen ers at a laboratory at St Cross Hospital, Rugby. 
Page 5 

Unsecret agent caught 

An M16 officer yesterday admitted he had disclosed con- 
fidential information about the security agency. Richard 
Tomlinson feces up to two years in jail after he became 
die <first MI6 agent to be successfully prosecuted under 
official secrets legislation for 36 years. Last year he sent 
a publisher in Australia a seven-page synopsis outlining 
chapters of a proposed book about his experiences in 
the Secret Intelligence Service (SIS). But he insisted that 
he'd put no agents at risk. Pages 8 

Moralising Earl’s ‘girls* 

Eari Spencer was accused of committing adultery with 
uptco 12 women yesterday. Jeremy GauntJett, represent- 
ing Lady Spencer in a South African court, said the eari 
had “lived ah adulterer’s Iffe" - a claim strenuously 
denied last night by Eari Spencer’s lawyers. The hearing 
in the high court at Cape Town will decide whether 
divorce proceedings should continue in Britain or South 
Africa. Lady Spencer wants them to be heard in Britain. 

Mr Gaundett told the court the divorce case would 
include details of Lord Spencer’s affairs with up to a 
dozen women. “Within months of die marriage the 
plaintiff was unfaithful," he said. “There had been a 
whole series of liaisons thereafter." Page 2 

SEEN & HEARD 

Baroness Bfackstone, the cerebral minister in charge of 
crying to bring drop-outs back to learning, had her own 
; brush with disaffected youth. As her ministerial limou- 
sine stopped at traffic lights in north London, three 
young squeegee merchants started to dean the car 
- windows. One of them looked about ten and the others 
were not much older. 

Winding the window down she asked: T>o you know 
who I am! Tm the minister of state for education md 
yoo shouid be at school." One replied that his modier 

was penniless and he had to go out to work so thathis 

i-mily could eat But the fascinating moral and political 
aUL which ought to have followed was brutally mtn- 
cated: the hooting of angry motorists meant the mutts- 
ter was forced to drive on. 


TELEVISION The Eye, page Q 
; CROSSWORDS Page 32 and 
the Eye. page 9 

WEATH E R The Eye, page W 
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Bloody revenge for stag hunt ban 



lo the slaughter: At least 36 red deer stags out of an estimated population in the Quantocks of 76 have been shot since the ban on hunting began Photograph: Planet Earth 


At least half the red 
deer stags hi the 

Quantock Hills have 

* •* •, 

been slaughtered 
in a savage reaction to 
the ban on bunting 
introduced by the 
National Trust and the 
Forestry Commission. 
Nicholas Schoon, 
Environment 
Correspondent, reveals 
a bloody propaganda 
exercise. 


The Quantock Staghounds 
said that if they were banned 
from carrying put their sport, 
the wild red deer Afrthe Som — 
erset hills would be wiped out 
by poachers and farmers fed up 
with their crops being eaten. 

Opponents of hunting dis- 
missed this as scaremongering 
- but it seems the hunt was 
right At least 36 stags have . 
been shot and sold to game 
dealers in the past few weeks, 
out of the 76 counted last 
month. Their heads have been; 
piled together and pho- 
tographed They have been 


killed by fanners who no 
longer see any reason not to 
shoot them now that hunting 
is banned on trust land One, 
an occasional bunt follower, 
told the Independent: “1 
thought sod the National Trust, 
Tm going to shoot anything 
that cranes into my fields. They 
didn't consult us about their 
ban.’' He said more than 36 had 
been killed and be had made 
£10,000 by selling their venison. 
. * . Since the trust intended 
shooting deer on its land to 
control numbers, it would 
make money from selling their 


carcasses. “Why shouldn’t we? 
It’s our fields that feed them 
when they come off the hflls." 

• Nigel Hester v lhe trust’s lo- 
cal deer expert and custodian, 
said: “It's very sad but its cer- 
tainly not going to change 
public opinion or make the 
trust’s council reconsider its de- 
rision on hunting. We can't be 
held responsible for people 
slaughtering the deer." 

The herd eats cereals and 
young grass but farmers had 
been williDg to tolerate losses. 
Many are hunt followers, and 
also felt the hunt limited crop 


damage by tailing deer and 
keeping them on die move. 

Last April lb e .trust's conn- 
ed deridedto banslaghuntjug 
on its 1 300 acres in the Quan- 
tocks after a report showed 
deer suffered extreme ex- 
haustion, pain and damage in 
the chase. It reaffirmed its de- 
cision last month after a legal 
challenge was defeated 

The Forestry Commission 
has issued no new licences for 
hunting on its land in the 
Quantocks. The hunt now has 
far less freedom to roam; it 
goes out less often and kills 


fewer deer. There is no law 
stopping fanners shooting deer 
on (heir land Carcasses are 
usually sold to a licensed deal- 
er for venison, for up to £300. 

The slaughter, motivated by 
a combination of anger, greed 
and the desire to make a point, 
has taken place over the past 
six weeks. 

It came to light four days be- 
fore the crucial second reading 
of MP Michael Foster’s Bill to 
ban hunting with dogs. If it car- 
ries on at this rate, the herd 
could be in danger of extinc- 
tion within a few months. 


japan trembles, but it’s 
business as usual here 


The market apocalypse predicted 
by some commentators following 
the collapse of Japan’s fourth 
largest stockbroker, failed to 
materialise yesterday. But Diane 
Cbyfe and Lea Paterson saw the 
ambulance chasers gather to mop 
up the mess. - 

Just as the smell of blood draws the 
sharks, news of the collapse of Japanese 
stockbroker Yamaichi Securities had the 
headhunters gathering outside its City of 
London office as employees turned up for 
work yesterday morning. 

During a sombre half-hour meeting the 
300 staff were told the bad news: their jobs 
would go as the operation was wound down 
during the next ax months. About 40 got 
their redundancy notices yesterday. 

At least they had the comfort of know- 
ing that City recruitment consultants were 
so keen to them soap up that representa- 
tives were already lurking outside, waiting 
to pounce, on a cold, grey morning. The 
headhunters were outnumbered only by 
those other predators, journalists and 
cam era crews, on Yamaichfs steps. 

A spokesman for one. recruitment 
group. Parallel International, said it was "a 
bit ridT.of journalists to accuse the head- 
hunters of being vultures. But he admit- 
ted: “We’ve had a very fruitful morning.'* 
Parallel had received “around adozen calls" 
bora Yamaichi staff, and had made it onto 
a shortlist of headh outers selected to help 
employees find new jobs. 

All of Yamaichi’s 7,500 employees 
worldwide will lose their jobs now that it 
has buckled under the weight of debts 
thought to be equivalent to about £15bn. 
The Japanese staff are unlikely tp..be as 
lucky as their English counterparts in 
finding -alternative work, with many of 



Yamaichi president Shohei Nozawa 
sobs at a Tokyo press conference 


Japan’s banks and brokerages in an ex- 
tremely fragile financial state. 

Yamaichi concealed the extent of its dif- 
ficulties through irregular deals which 
shifted its losses around different parts of 
the group, and even clients' accounts. 
Banking experts reckon other financial in- 
stitutions will turn out to. be on the verge 
of collapse, and expect the Japanese gov- 
ernment to have to close several others be- 
fore the crisis has run its course. 

Yasuo Matsushita, the governor of the 
Rank of Japan, tried to dampen fears of a 
fmanefel meltdown by announcing that the 
Government would draft legislation in- 
tended to increase tbesrreofbaB-out funds 
for banks, insurance companies and bro- 
kerages to protect against future failures. 


Meanwhile, the reaction in the finan- 
cial markets to Japan’s biggest post-war 
business collapse was muted. Shares in Lon- 
don ended lower, but it was certainly not 
the apocalypse some experts had been pre- 
dicting at the weekend. 

The Tbkyo stockmarket, closed for a 
public holiday yesterday, is nevertheless ex- 
pected to be volatile when it reopens. Shares 
in South Korea, which has been forced by 
its own banking crisis to go to the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund for an emer- 
gency loan, plunged to an all-time low 
yesterday. 

As long as other financial markets stay 
relatively calm, the crisis that has spread 
from the smaller Asian tigers like Malaysia 
and Thailand to the far bigger economies 
of South Korea and Japan is likely to spill 
over through two channels: trade and di- 
rect investment. 

There is little doubt that recession in 
Asia will dent exports to the region by 
American and European companies. Asia 
has become an increasingly important ex-' 
port market thanks to its rapid growth. 

More worrying for the British economy 
is the likely' impact on direct investment. 
Korean companies have lately joined the 
Japanese as significant investors in man- 
ufacturing in this country, mainly in the 
north east and South Wiles. South Korea’s 
LG has made the biggest-ever single in- 
vestment with its £1.7bn electronics plant 
in Newport expected to create 6,000 jobs. 

- Japanese investments such as those by 
car giants Nissan, Honda and Toyota are 
thought not to be vulnerable because they 
are both mature and profitable. Experts said 
a question mark could hang over some of 
the existing South Korean projects. Even 
if they are all safe, the flood of Japanese 
and Korean investment to Britain could 
slow to a trickle for the forseeable future. 

Foil story page 22, Comment page 21, 
Outlook page 23. 


In the first half of 1997, 
more people chose the 
Virgin Growth PEP’ than 
any other PEP product. 
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Downing Street in a 
spin over Humphrey 
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Humphrey the .farmer Downing Street cat was yesterday declared alive 
by the Prime Minister’s office - and they even had photographs to prove 
iL 

The Government’s most senior spin doctors yesterday organised a pho- 
tocall to deny reports that Cherie Blair had ordered Humphrey, the Down- 
ing Street cat, put down because he had a kidney complaint. 

“The Blairs like cats." said the Prime Minister's Spokesman “The sug- 
gestion that Cherie got rid of Humphrey is a vile slur.” 

Cherie Blair said the whole family was sorry that Humphrey's failin g 
health meant he had to retire somewhere quieter, away from the hectic 
pace of life in Downing Street. 

The reports thar Humphrey's death warrant had been signed by Mrs 
Blair had been started by Alan Clark, the diarist and former Tory minis- 
ter. Mr Clark, an animal lover, said the cl aims that the Prime Minister’s 
wife had an allergy against cats was a cover-up for a dislike of his mis- 
deeds on the floor of the Cabinet Office. 

Downing Street insisted Humphrey was not extinct, and had 
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Worried shoppers turn to organic food 
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Lottery prize stuns youngest winner 


not been put down. The Number Ten mo user may have used up most of 
his nine lives, but he was resting in retirement at his new home, some- 
where in a “quiet suburban place". 

The Independent's suggestion that this could be a cemetery was brushed 
aside by the Prime Minister's top spokesman. Humphrey was alive, and 
well, and they had the photographs to prove it. 

Like a hostage held by a guerrilla group, Humphrey was photographed 
with a copy of yesterday's paper to prove it was a recent mug shot. 

A Press Association photographer who was called to a secret location 
to take the portrait of Humphrey was said to have recognised the black 
and white moggie. 

The plot surrounding Humphrey’s departure from Number Ten deep- 
ened as Down ing Street also disclosed that he could soon be replaced by 
another cat. “In due course there will be a Downing Street cat but the 
public should not cither send cats or fax us about cats because the choice 
will be made by Number Ten." said the spokesman. 

Under further questioning, it emerged that another mature cat was wait- 
ing in the wings, having already been picked by the Blairs for the vacan- 
cy, sparking rumours in Westminster that it must have been vetted by Peter 
Mandelsoru the Minister without Portfolio. 

The sudden exit from Downing Street may have left Humphrey feeling 
like Cabinet ministers after a reshuffle, discarded and on the scrap heap. 
But his owners say he is enjoying the peace and quiet away from it all 

They are asking for the press to abide by Humphrey’s appeal for pri- 
vacy. after the photocalls. There is a voluntary code of practice on press 
intrusion, and the use of a long lens to capture Humphrey in flagrante in 
the rose bed could lead to renewed calls for legislation. 

-Colin Brown 


The youngest-ever National Lottery jackpot winner . 
yesterday admitted that he “needs a few days" to 
let his new-found millionaire status sink in. 

And the only ambition football fan Stuart Don- 
nelly, 17, of Neflston, Renfrewshire, could think of 
fulfilling with his £1,923,077 share was acquiring a 
seat in Celtic’s directors' box at Parkhead. Glasgow. 

While bis delighted parents, May and Danny, cel- 
ebrated yesterday with champagne, Stuart (pictured 
above), had to stick to soft drinks because of his 
age. 

Nervously facing reporters at Camelot’s Glasgow 
headquarters, Stuart a trainee pharmacist, admit- 
ted that he has no idea what to do with his share of 
the £25 m bumper anniversary draw. “It’s not real- 
ty started to sink in, I'm going to go away for a few 
days to get it sorted out in my head first" he said. 

When asked if he was not a little disappointed that 
he had to share the cash with 12 others, he said: “Tm 


happy with what I’ve got - the money's in the bank 
just now, and I can live off the interest" 

Stuart, who lives with his father Danny, plays the 
lottery regularly and said he bad spent £5 on tick- 
ets because of the big jackpot Reliving the magi- 
cal moment when he struck it lucky, Stuart said: “I 
was writing down the numbers as they came out 1 
was quite happy with three numbers, then four, then 
five. When the last number 39 came out 1 shouted 
‘jackpot’, arid my Dad jumped on me." * 

But Stuart has yet to decide if he will continue 
with his training at Neilston Pharmacy, and his stud- 
ies at Stow Co liege. He plans to take care of ins fam- 
ily, and pledged to pay for medical care if his brother 
Shaun, who suffers from a rare genetic disorder, 
needs it 

Danny, 42, said of his son: “He is a very caring, 
down-to-earth boy, very quiet Hopefully this will 
not change him." 
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MOTORING 

Car of the year prize for Alfa Romeo 

One of the motor industry’s most highly-sought after awards was presented 
yesterday to Alfa Romeo, the Italian car makers. 

Its 156 model, designed to take on BMW and Audi, raced away with 
the European Car of the Year award. The car had won critical acclaim when 
it was launched earlier this year for its style and handling. 

The 130 mpb model beat off the challenge of the Volkswagen Golf to 
take the prestigious prize. It goes on sale in the UK next February. Prices 
are expected to start at £17,000. 

“Make no mistake, this is one of the finest mainstream AKas ever built, 
said Steve Cropley, editor in chief of Autocar magazine, the official organiser 
of the event in the UK. — Rancfeep Rtrmesh 


Earl Spencer denies adultery < Hunt for wife 
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Earl Spencer was accused of com- 
mitting adultery with up to 12 
women yesterday as a South 
African court began the first leg of 
what is likely to be an acrimonious 
divorce from his estranged wife. 

Jeremy Gauntlett, representing 
Lady Spencer, said the earl (pic- 
tured) had “lived an adulterer's 
life" - a claim strenuously denied 
outside court last night by Earl 
Spencer's lawyers. 

The hearing in the high court 
at Cape Town will decide whether 
divorce proceedings should con- 
tinue in Britain or South Africa. 
Lady Spencer wants them to be 
beard in Britain, where the cou- 
ple were married eight years ago, 
because her settlement would be 
greater in the country where most 
of her husband’s assets are held. 

Mr Gauntlett told the court the 
divorce case would include details 
of Lord Spencer’s affaire with up 
to a dozen women. “Within 
mouths of the marriage the plain- 
tiff was unfaithful," he said. 
“There had been a whole series of 
liaisons thereafter." 

He called a British family 
lawyer. Jeremy POsnansky, as a 
witness and asked whether Earl 



Spencer's alleged adultery would 
affect the size of a settlement in 
a British hearing. Mr Fosnansky 
said it would. 

Last night, a spokesman for 
Earl Spencer, who would like the 
hearing to be held in South Africa, 
said: “These are allegations that 
have been made by Lady 
Spencer's counsel and are stren- 
uously denied by Lord Spencer." 

The eari, brother of Diana, 
Frinress of Wales, moved to South 
Africa last year. Lady Spencer, (he 
former model Victoria Lockwood, 
moved to a property nearby after 
overcoming a series of eating dis- 
orders. 

— Steve Boggan 


Fears were growing yesterday for 
the welfare of a wealthy architect’s 
wife who disappeared 12 days ago 
after dropping her daughter off to 
visit her estranged husband. 
'“TJWOTTUBHSn,' 40,"has nor 
been seen since leaving four-year- 
old Celeste at Jonathan Morton’s 
home in Holland Park, west Lon- 
don on 12 November. 

Her sister, Constanza Thomas, 
yesterday appealed for anyone 
with information about Mrs Mor- 
ton’s disappearance to come 
forward. Mrs Morton was sepa- 
rated from her husband, a 59-year- 
old architect. 

Argentinian boro Mrs Morton, 
who is also a British citizen, was 
last seen when she left her former 
family home without saying where 
she was going. Her small Rover car 
was left outside the house. 

The Metropolitan Police have 
called in murder squad detec- 
tives, and are concerned that Mrs 
Morton has not used her credit 
cards or withdrawn any cash since 
her disappearance. 

Police were believed to have 
searched Mr Morton's London 
home and his cottage in Oxford- 
shire. 


Specialists for primary schools 


Primary schools should dispense with “old-fashioned ideas" about one teach- 
er to one class, says a report from school inspectors. 

Good use of subject specialists raises standards but even the best schools 
are not using teachers’ subject expertise properly, according to inspectors 
from the Office for Standards in Education. 

The traditional “one teacher one class" organisation places heavy de- 
mands on primary teachers who have to cover a much, wider range of sub- 
jects than their secondary school colleagues, says the report. 

Teachers are increasingly well qualified and often have wide knowledge 
of one subject from their training. Yet their knowledge is not being used. 
Veiy small and very large schools are best at using subject specialists. 

The report points out that international surveys suggest that better use 
of specialists may explain why children in some European and Pacific Rim 
countries do better than their British counterparts in some subjects. 
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Australia (dollars) 

235 

haty (lira) 

2,80 

Austria (schillings) 

2D.Q5 

Japan (yen) 

2030 

Belgium (francs) 

5&90 

Malta (lira) 

0.62 

Canada ($) 

2.33 

Netherlands (guilders) 

331 

Cyprus (pounds) 

083 

Norway (kroner) 

. 11.69 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.93 

Portugal (escudos) 

289.63 

France (francs) 

934 

Spain (pesetas) 

24035 

Germany (marks) 

286 

Sweden (kroner) 

051 

Greece (drachmei) 

455.08 

Switzerland (francs) 

232 

Hong Kong ($) 

12.69 

Turkey (lira) 

313,056 

Ireland (punts) 

1 SYS 

USA($) 

1.65 



Source: Thanes Cook 
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Geldof cast as villain in death of INXS star 


Michael Hutchence died 
by hanging, the Sydney 
coroner confirmed 
yesterday. But it may not 
have been suicide. Ian 
Burrell reports that the 
Australian authorities 
are still not certain that 
he killed himself. 

As soon as she arrived in Syd- 
ney early yesterday, Paula Yates 
was driven to the morgue at the 
Institute of Forensic Medicine 


to view the body of her lover be- 
fore it was taken for post- 
mortem examination. 

During a 22-hour flight 
from London, a sedated and dis- 
traught Ms Yates had drunk 
champagne to drown her grief 
and walked up and down the 
aisle blaming the fall-out from 
her former marriage to Bob 
Geklof for Hutchencc’s death. 

The dress she had bought for 
their planned wedding in Jan- 
uary would now be dyed black 
for the funeral, she said. 
“Michael obviously flipped. He 


was worn down by three years 
of torture,*' she told reporters. 
“They call him St Bob but 
that’s a joke. It makes me sick.” 

Weeping hysterically, she 
said Hutchence’s last words to 
her were: “I love you. Tm go- 
ing to phone Bob and beg him 
to allow the children to come 
over here with you." 

The call to Mr Geldofs 
Chelsea flat came at around 
630pm London time. 
Hntcbence spoke forcefully but 
did not sound as if he was in an 
acute state of distress. 


The Australian, who as. a 
high-earning pop star may be 
limited in the amount of time 
he can spend in Britain, is 
thought to have wanted Ms 
Yates to take her four daugh- 
ters to Sydney for Christmas. 

It is understood that during 
the conversation Mr Geldof 
expressed his concern that his 
daughters should finish their 
school tern. The conversation 
failed to resolve the dispute. 

Police were last night due to 
interview Hutchence’s former 
girlfriend, the actress Kym Wil- 


son, and her boyfriend Christo- 
pher StoUeiy, who were with 
hiTTi when he made the call to 
Mr Geldof. 

They drank cocktails and 
champagne before leaving his 
hotel room at about 4am, Syd- 
ney time. 

. ■ Detectives said that at 9am, 
Hutchence made bis final call, 
to another ex-girlfriend, 
Michelle Bennett. He left an an- 
swerphone message, which was 
not in a distressed voice but 
caused her to visit the hotel. Her 
knock on the door went unan- 


swered and she slipped a note 
under the door. At noon, the 
body W3S discovered by a maid. 

Later yesterday. Derrick 
Hand, the Sydney coroner, said: 
"Post-mortem examinations 
have determined the caOse of 
death of Michael Hutchence 
was hanging - However, a coro- 
ner’s investigation is still to de- 
termine whether the death was 
suicide.” 

The results of toxicology 
tests designed to find out 
whether the INXS singer was 
under the influence of drink or 


drags at the time of bis death 
may take several weeks. 

Last night, the singer’s par- 
ents, Kelland Hutchence and 
Patricia Glassop, said in a state- 
ment that they were “extreme- 
ly ' shocked and deeply 
saddened” by the death. 

"Michael was an inspiring 
talent who touched many peo- 
ple around the world with his 
wait and will be greatly missed. 

*Tb us and everyone close to 
him, he was a vibrant human be- 
ing with an immense heart frill 
of love.” 


Rock chick jezebel 
mother of four? 
Do her a favour 


How much pain do we want 
Paula Yates to be in? Follow- 
ing the suicide of Michael 
Hutchence, the father of her 
child and the man she was set 
to many, we have heard enough 
ghastly details of her agony. 

Paula’s screams and wailing 
could be heard from outside her 
home. Paula, out of control with 
griefr on the flight to Australia. 
Paula blaming her ex-husband 
Bob Geldof for Hutchence 's 
death. Paula weeping with her 
baby daughter in her arms. 
Whatever comments she has 
-made have been reported No 
allowance has been made for 
the fact that this is a human be- 
ing in terrible distress who ma y 
not even be aware of what she 
is saying. 

But then we have never 
made many allowances for 
Paula. There is an air of “1 told 
you so” about this horrible sto- 
ry. Such a lifestyle would have 
to take its toll. Sex, drugs and 
rock ’n’ roll is one thing, battles 
over children something else. 

Real life in all its mundanj- 
ty somehow interrupted the 
fantasy and the fantasy im- 
ploded. For Paula was always 
very good at fantasy, at make 
believe. This required ruthless 
determination. She wanted 
Geldof and she got him. She 
wanted to make a family life that 
came straight out of the 1950s, 
with mummy at home in an 
apron baking biscuits and pota- 
to printing, so she wrote a book 
saying that is what mother- 
hood should be about 

I remember interviewing her 
at the time. She was tiny, wan, 
worn out by breast-feeding her 
third child and you didn’t have 
to be a Shrink to realise that the 
perfect childhood she was try- 
ing to create for her own chil- 
dren was very different from her 
own when in fact she felt pret- 
ty miserable and abandoned. 

She refused to see the con- 
tradiction between being a 
working mother and telling 
other mothers not to work. Fe- 
male solidarity has never been 
her forte. She seemed almost to 
belong to another generation, 
and when she told me that af- 
ter 10 years of living together 
Saint Bob had asked if they had 
a washing machine 1 saw how 
hard she worked to m a i n tain the 
facade of domestic bliss. 


BY SUZANNE 
MOORE 


What strenuous-work it must 
have been to be a rock chick, a 
mother of four, a “steaming 
jezebel”, all at the same time yet 
Paula pulled it off becoming a 
compelling love/hate figure for 
the tabloids. Like Diana, she is 
perceived to have made a Faus- 
tian pact with them that in- 
volved both pursuing and 
complaining about the public- 
ity she continued to generate, 
and like Diana her flaws were 
obvious for all to see. 

Her chief flaw though ap- 
pears to have been one that is 
acceptable in a man but not in 
a woman. She committed adul- 
tery. When she ran off with 
Hutchence and had her breasts 
enlarged she was subjected to 
the routine misogyny of Ian His- 
lop on Have I got News for You 
as well as being continually 
compared to Helena Chris- 
tensen the supennodel 
Hutchence had dumped in or- 
der to be with her. 

How could a short thir- 
tysomething mother of three 
compete with such a perfect 
creature and win? We didn’t re- 
alty know, but the idea that she 
had done so through sheer 
force of personality cheered 
many of us up. However, Paula 
Yates has always been a difficult 
woman to defend in that despite 
her obvious intelligence and re- 
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Bob Geldof returning to his home in Chelsea yesterday. He and Hutchence spoke by phone on the eve of the Australian^ death Photograph: Rui Xavier 


sourcefulness everything she 
has done appears to revolve 
around men. 

From professional flirt on 
The Tube to drooling inter- 
views on the Big Breakfast bed, 
her brand of femininity atten- 
tion-seeking, coquettish, spoilt, 
little-girlie has been as irritat- 



Yates and Michael Hutchence: Despite her intelligence, 
everything she has done appears to revolve around men 


Log to women as it has been at- 
tractive to some men. Eventu- 
ally though she had to grow up 
and the battles with Geldof 
over their children might have 
made her do so bad she not also 
been busy describing her sexu- 
al exploits with her new love. 

Her constant need for male 
attention and reassurance often 
feels not like the act of Little 
Miss Trouble - the slogan on the 
T-shirt she cheekily wore - but 
of a deeply insecure little girl 
which of course she once was. 

She will not be able to play 
that game any longer and I fed 
desperately sorry for her. The 
one thing she needs right now 
may be privacy but I doubt it will 
happen. She may be a grieving 
mother of four, not the adjunct 
of a famous man, but we still 
want to see her tears, to see if 
she continues to behave well or 
badly. Desperalety juggling all 
her roles - mother, lover, career 
woman, little girl, harlot, jour- 
nalist, ex-wife, she now has to 
{day tlx: one that nothing could 
have prepared her for - widow. 


Britain wired for fun, not wisdom 


Does your home have a 
fax, Internet link, or 
mobile phone? Then 
you're not alone - we 
are all embracing 

communications 
technology as never 
before. But What does it 
mean for society? Charles 
Arthur. Science Editor, 

investigates. 


Britain is becoming a “con- 
nected nation", where access 
to instant communications sys- 
tems is taken for granted- If 
your home does not include a 
mobile phone, answering ma- 
chine. fax or Internet connec- 
tion then you are in the 

minority: 51 percent of homes 

have at least one of those, says 

a government survey 

The Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) found that 94 
per cent of households now 
have a fixed telephone - com- 
= pared to 1972, when only42 
per cent did - and m one-fifth 


GADGETS: A GE NERATION OF CHANGE 

UK households: 

Percentage owning; 

TV set (one or more) 

SateJIite/cabfe receiver 
Fixed telephone 
Mobile telephone 
PC 

Internet connection 
CD player 

* includes black-and-white and colour 
Source: Office for National Statistics 


1972 

1997 

93* 

99 

0 

27 

42 

' 94 

0 

. 22 

O ' 

29 

0 

5 

0 

50 


of the 22 million addresses in 
the UK, at least one person has 

a mobile phone. Yet a third of 
all fixed phone numbers are 
now ex-directory. 

Computer technology is 
ai<tr> invading our lives. Since 
the', personal computer was 
introduced in the early 1980s, 
its use has risen until now 29 
.per cent of households have a 
PC, compared to 9 per cent in 
1984. In parallel, the Internet 
- which only became com- 
meidalty available in 1994 —is 
proving popular too, with 5per 
cent of households connected. 


The highest percentage was in 
London, where 21 per cent of 
PC owners were wired up. 

Steven BametL senior lec- 
turer. in communications at. 
Westminster University, 
warned that such trends could - 
lead to divisions between the 
“information rich” and “in- 
formation poor”, because the 
latter will not be able to afford 
the devices needed to stay in 
touch. “It could leave people 
behind in a profound fashion.” 

He also feels that the 
growth in mobile phone use re- 
flects *the frenetic society” in 


which “angst drives people 
through the day”. 

The ONS begjan its inquiry 
to find out how office equip- 
ment was being used in homes. 
However, Dr Barnett reckons 
that wider use of PCs at home 
does not mean that we are 
turning our homes into mini- 
offices. Instead, the growth of 
computer and Net use is almost 
certainly mostly for entertain- 
ment. rather than enlighten- 
ment or education - apart 
from that of children. 

The ONS also found that 27 
per cent Of homes now have ei- 
ther cable or satellite receivers 
- biased slightly to the North, 
where 31 per cent have it, 
against just 21 per cent in the 
South-west. Dr Barnett inter- 
prets this as a sign that terres- 
trial television can expect a 
healthy future. “These figures 
suggest that only a quarter of 
households have chosen it 
That means three-quarters of 
households have chosen not to 
have, take it It supports the 
suggestion that cable and satel- 
lite are a minority interest-” 
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saved from ban 
on hidden cameras 


The Broadcasting Standards 
Commission has backed down 
over a Draconian new privacy 
code that could have ended the 
right of documentary makers to 
film in secret- 

Television researchers raised 
concerns after a report in The 
Independent in April that (he 
BSC was proposing a code that 
would require an “overwhelm- 
ing" public interest before pro- 
grammes like IVortd in Action or 
Dispatches could use hidden 
cameras. The BSC has now 
rewritten the code before it be- 
comes law in January so that 
reporters just need an “over- 
riding" public interest. 

“The first draft was ap- 
palling", said Bernard Clark, 
who produced the Channel 4 
Dispatches programme that used 
a hidden camera to expose 
Sotheby's involvement in smug- 


gling art treasures. “Since The In- 
dependent's report the BSC has 
whittled down the code so that 
it now strikes a balance between 
respect for an individual's rights 
and our ability to do our job 
properly. If the draft code had 
been approved I would have 
moved to making Blue Peter." 

The public interest can now 
over-ride an individual’s right to 
protection from secret filming 
if the programme-makers are 
trying to expose or detect a 
crime or disreputable behav- 
iour, if they are protecting pub- 
lic health and safety, exposing 
misleading claims or disclosing 
incompetence in public office. 
• Codie on Fairness and Priva- 
cy, Broadcasting Standards Com- 
mission, 7 The Sanctuary, 
London SKIP 3JS , 

— ■ Pouf McCann 
Media Correspondent 



Minister* defends 
food agency retreat 


The Government White 
Paper on the Food 
Standards Agency, the 
independent watchdog 
for safe and healthy 
eating, has been delayed 
until the New Year, the 
Prime Minister's office 
revealed yesterday. 
Anthony Bevins, Political 
Editor, looks at the 
Government's 
dimbdown. 


First draft: A detail from a sketch used by sculptor Henry Moore as he 
worked on latemaUExtemal Forms. It could (etch £25,000 at Phillips today 
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Jason was eight when his parents were tragically killed in a car accident. His sisters were 


six and two. Coming to terms with the devastating loss of your parents is hard enough 


^for anyone. But imagine having to deal with this terrible grief, at the same time 
as the prospect of being separated from your brother and sister. 
Understandably, in this case the children became very unsettled at school and started playing up. 


Barnardo’s found the children foster parents who were happy to give all the children a home together. 


We try to ensure children 


AREN’T TORN APART BY 


THE DEATH OF THEIR PARENTS. 


We also provided specialist bereavement counselling and support for all the family. Happily, the foster 


parents, with our support, were able to help the children come to terms with their loss and settle down 


at school. And that’s why we exist. We do whatever it takes to help any child have the best childhood 


they can. We do it through fostering, local projects and support groups 


wherever they're needed. But most importantly, we can only do it 


through your help. 


If you would like to make a donation, please fill in the form below, or 


if you’d like to know more about Barnardo’s or about how to become a 


volunteer, please call us on 0800 1 22 822. 


If children live with love, they see a future. 

It) Dentiif Nflflc. From ’Chiton (cam «Vhai The;, Uvc’. put** oa t» Wirtiw PuUhhmg Co. 



Bwd real oca. wrth njrir, sno photographs charged to guarani cv conMenuaWy 

Barnardo’s is the largest children’s charity working in the UK. providing over 250 services for 30,000 children and young people. 


Yes, I’d like to help. I enclose £ 15 □ £25 □ Other l. 


Title. 


.Initials. 


Surname. 


Address. 


Postcode. 


Please make your cheque payable to Bamardo’s, or please debit the above amount from my. Mastercard D 
Card No: 


Visa □ CAP Charity Card □ 

Expiry date {_ 


Signature- 


Today's dale 


I L 


Please send me a receipt □ 


□ Please tick if you would prefer us not to pass your name on to other i-eputable fundraising organisations. 

Please return to: Bamartk* PO Box (. FREEPOST JY844, 1 Word, Essex IG4 IBR- Of every t) Banurdo’s spends 87p goes directly to our childcare services. 
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ter from Peter Mandefeon, Min- 
ister without Fortfolio. 

Mr Mandelson’s intervention 

& said to have echoed ^ronglob- 


Whiteball yesterday moved 
Onto the defensive m an attempt 
to damp down reaction to yes- 
terday’s exclusive report in The 
Independent, which disclosed 
that ministerial work on the 
agency bad been baited by a let- 


powerful food industry, who 
oppose the agency controlling 
questions of nutrition. 

Scientists state that poor 
diet is a big contributor to can- 
cer, heart disease and diabetes 
and the agency needs power to 
advise public and ministers on 
the nutritional quality of diet. 

Denying any question of dif- 
ficulty, a spokesman for the 
Prime Minister’s office said he 
was not aware that a date had 
been set for publication of the 
While Riper, although the Min- 
istry of Agriculture issued a 
press notice at the end of Au- 
gust saying that it was expected 
in the autumn. 

Whitehall officials went fur- 
ther in recent discussion with 
the Transport and General 
Workers’ Union, which has 
planned to issue a detailed re- 
port, Food Safety: an agenda for 
action , this week. 

The union - which has 
200,000 members working in the 
food industry— was told that as 
the White Paper was to be 
published this week it would be 
better if they brought forward 
their launch lo last week, which 
they did at very short notice. 

That report reiterated the ad- 
vice of Professor Philip James, 
the food scientist who was oom- 
njisEaoned by Tory Blair to make 


recommendations on the pow- 
ers and scope of the agency. It 
said; “PSA's remit should cov- 
er every stage of the food chain, 
from plough to plate, including 
issues of nutrition.” 

There was no dispute over 
that question yesterday, and the 
No 10 spokesman said there was 
no question of any inter-de- 
partmental war. He insisted 
that what the Government 
wanted from the White Paper 
was clarity — which Jeff Rook- 
er. Minister for Food Safety, 
duly delivered' in ah interview 
with BBC radio's World at One. 

He said that while the 
agency would have “a substan- 
tial role in nutritional aspects”, 
along with the Department of 
Health, it would not be telling 
people what to eat. “Its basic 
function," he added, “will be to 
ensure the safety of food pro- 
duction throughout the whole 
of the food chain". 

That does not detract from 
the statement made by ministers 
to interest groups last month, 
when they said; “Ministers are 
convinced of the overwhelming 
arguments for FSA taking this 
major role in nutrition... 

“Ministers expect to pro- 
pose in the White Paper that 
FSA will be the principal source 
of advice on nutrition and of 
proposals for food policy in re- 
lation to nutrition; while health 
departments will continue to 
lead on public health policy and 
wider advice on lifestyle." 


Early end to beef 
ban in jeopardy 


Jack Cunningham, the Minster 
for Agriculture, flew to Brussels 
last night for urgent talks with 
the European Commission 
after EU veterinary inspectors 
raised obstacles to an early 
ending of the ban on British 
beet 

In an unpublished report lo 
the consumer affairs commis- 
sioner, Emma Bonino, they 
raise donbts about the safety of 
controls in Northern Ireland, 
where the inddeoce of mad cow 
disease is extremely low and 
where cattle tracing systems 
have been in place for eight 
years. 

The findings, which were 
passed on to the Government 
at the weekend, make it all the 
more unlikely that a majority of 
EU governments would back 
even a partial lifting of the em- 
bargo for cattle which can be 
certified free of BSE 

This comes as a severe blow 
to Ulster’s fanners, whose ex- 
port dependent industry has 
been decimated by the beef ban 
and who had been optimistic 
that at least some meat would 
be bade on Continental shelves 
by Christmas. • 

Under a government pro- 
posal to ease the ban on meat 
from BSE-free herds Northern 
Ireland had hoped to benefit 
first because of the low inci- 
dence of BSE in the province 
but crucially because the move- 


ments of cows between herds 
can be reliably traced thanks to 
a unique data base which will 
only be replicated in the rest of 
the UK by next March. 

Bui Following visits to Ulster 
two weeks ago the inspectors 
have said they are not fully sat- 
isfied with the cattle registration 
system. In talkswitfa Ms Bonino 
last night. Mr Cunningham 
sought clarification on whether 
the Commisaonwill now be re- 
quiring further changes on the 
ground before it can recom- 
mend a resumption of exports. 

According to Brussels offi- 
cials the doubts raised by the m- . 
spectois centre on the failure of 
the Northern Ireland authori- 
ties to apply the cattle database 
scheme fully to animals desig- 
nated for the home market 

She and the farm commis- 
sioner Franz Fischler must now 
decide whether to demand 
tighter controls from Ulster 
before a meeting of the pow- 
erful EU standing veterinary 
committee which meets nest 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

The committee is due to is- 
sue its recommendation on the 
certified herds scheme. Check- 
ing on the implementation of 
controls will slow down the de- 
cision even in the unlikely event 
that enough governments were 
prepared to back a partial re- 
laxation of the ban. 

— Katherine Butler. Brussels 


BBC pays up in rights case 


The BBC has had to pay £500.000 compensation to an inde- 
pendent production company for trying to deprive’it of itsshare 
of overseas rights for the detective series DabtelA Pascoe. The 
Corporation paid the money to Portobello Pictures on Friday 
night, just days before it was due to go to court and defend a 
charge of breach of contract and misrepresentation. 

ftrnobello Pictures, co-producer, took the series to the BBC 
and claimed it was due a share of the money paid to the Cor- 
fJSJ 1 foT to* programme by the American cable channel 
A&E Network. Fortobello’s managing director Eric Abrahams 
J* ‘ s *™ atlcr of S"* 1 res** toat a publicly -funded body 
like the BBC should waste hundreds of thousands of pounds 

m b ^ 0g 10 its contractual obligations." 

. ■ maintains that the co-production contract con- 

tmned highly unusual clauses* and that the final settlement 
was lower than Portobello’s original cl aim 

— Paul McCann 



Interest free instalments on 
home and motor insurance 

Y0U CALL for a quote 

0800 333 800 
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American studies confirm that sperm 
counts have halved over past 50 years 


Sperm counts are falling 
fester than has been 
thought, according to 
the latest US surveys. 
Jemmy Laurence, Health 
Editor, examines 
whether modem living 
is to blame for declining 
male fertility. 

American researchers who set 
out to dispel fears of falling 
sperm counts said yesterday 
that they had found to their dis- 
may that sperm counts are 
even lower than had been re- 
ported. 

Two reviews, by the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences 
and the National Institutes of 
Health, have confirmed earli- 
er findings showing that aver- 
age sperm counts have almost 
halved over the past 50 years. 

Shanna Swan, chief of the 
reproductive epidemiology sec- 
tion at the California Depart- 
ment of Health Services, who 
carried out the review for the 
National Academy of Sciences 
said: “1 think this study will 
change the debate about sperm 
decline from *if to "why\” 

The academy asked Dr 
Swan to write the definitive re- 
port on the issue, which has 
been bubbling since 1992 when 
Niels Skakkebaek and col- 
leagues at Copenhagen Uni- 
versity reported that sperm 
counts were failing around the 
world. 

Their announcement 
caused a flurry of debate, and 
studies published since have 
shown conflicting results. 
British research found that 
men born in the 1970s had 25 
per cent fewer sperm than 
those born in the 1950s, while 
a US study found men in New 
York had high sperm counts, 
with no evidence of a decline. 

Some experts have ques- 
tioned the accuracy of sperm 
counts. British researchers who 



Dying breed: a human sperm penetrating an egg during fertilisation 


Photograph: Science Photo Library 


sent the same samples to dif- 
ferent hospital laboratories 
found counts varied widely, 
with some rated infertile. They 
said that counts made 30 or 40 
years ago are likley to have 
been still less accurate. 

Dr Swan's group re-ana- 
lyzed the 61 published studies 
on sperm count that the 
Copenhagen team origiaally 
used. She said she had expected 
to contradict their finding 


which she had found “frankly 
suspicious because of its sim- 
plicity". But, after careful 
analysis, she changed her mind. 

“Overall, in Europe and the 
United States there is a strong 
and significant decline,'’ she 
said. She has since started her 
own analysis of sperm counts 
from 1938 to 1996 and the ear- 
ly results show the same down- 
ward trend. “I have done 
enough work to be sure of 


that," she said. 

The National Institutes of 
Health review found sperm 
counts in the United States de- 
clined annually by an average 
of 1-5 milli on sperm per milli- 
litre, or about 1.5 per cent per 
year between 1938 and 1990. 
Those in European countries 
declined at about twice that 
rate (3.1 per cent per year). 

Environmental pollution 
is the most likely cause of the 


decline. Dr Swan said: “Once 
we rule out differences such as 
smoking, temperature, age and 
ethnicity, what we will have left 
are environmental factors.” 

Most experts blame indus- 
trial chemicals, including the 
pesticide DDT and those used 
m making plastics, which mim- 
ic the hormone oestrogen in 
their effect on the body, either 
bringing out feminine charac- 
teristics or counteracting male 


hormones. They are found in 
sofl. water and food, and are 
long lasting. 

Dr Swan said fertility was 
not the big issue, as babies were 
still being born. “However, 
sperm count is a marker, a red 
flag, for testicular cancer. We 
would expect wide-ranging ef- 
fects. You cannot affect some- 
thing like the reproductive 
system without affecting oth- 
er systems in the body.” 


Cervical cancer 
laboratories deal with 
too few smears 


One in five cervical 
cancer screening 
laboratories deals with 
too few smears to 
ensure accuracy. Jeremy 
Laurance reveals that 
Government guidelines 
on the minimum seize of 
labs are being ignored, 
putting women at risk. 

Women whose cervical smears 
are processed in small labora- 
tories are at greater risk of hav- 
ing the early signs of cancer 
missed because die screeners 
who check their smeare have too 
little experience. 

Official figures show that 33 
out of the 181 laboratories in 
England are still screening few- 
er than 15,000 smears a year, 18 
months after the health de- 
partment announced this was 
the minim um number necessary 
to ensure screeners had suffi- 
cient expertise to detect ab- 
normalities. 

Last ‘ week Warwickshire 
health authoritiy announced it 
was re-examining the smears of 
18,000 women after checks 
showed some that were abnor- 
mal had been missed. The mis- 
takes have been blamed on the 
inexperience of the screeners at 
the laboratory at St Cross Hos- 
pital, Rugby which was pro- 
cessing fewer than 7,000 smears 
a year. The errors are the lat- 
est in a series of scandals that 
have rocked the cervical cancer 
screening programme. Earlier 
this month Frank Dobson, Sec- 
retary of State for Health, an- 
nounced a national review of the 
breast and cervical screening 
programmes following disas- 
ters at the Exeter breast screen- 
ing centre and at the Kent and 
Canterbury hospital cervical 
screening laboratory. 

The 15,000 minimum num- 
ber of smears for each labora- 
tory was set in guidelines issued 
in March 1996 by Sir Kenneth 


Caiman, the Chief Medical Of- 
ficer. This re-iterated advice 
ori ginally issued by the medical 
royal colleges, backed by a 
Government circular, in 1988. 
Health authorities were ex- 
pected to exercise their finan- 
cial muscle in the NHS internal 
market to achieve change. 

Despite these instructions, 
the lab at the St Cross Hospi- 
tal, Rugby, is the only one pro- 
cessing fewer than 15,000 
smears a year that has since 
dosed. Of the 34 small labs op- 
erating at March 1996, 33 are 
still in operation today. 

Julietta Patrick, co-ordina- 
tor of the national service, said: 
“The St Cross lab was loo 
• email. They just weren’t spotting 

the abnormalities.” 

. She said proposals to shut 
smaller labs and transfer their 
work to larger ones had run into 
oppositon from groups who 
wanted to keep the work done 
locally. But no mailer how 
good the screeners a small lab 
did not see a sufficient number 
of abnormal smears. “With 
small labs there is always a ques- 
tion about their casern ix and 
then" viability in terms of staffing 
and training.” 

The national review an- 
nounced by Mr Dobson re- 
quires all health authorities and 
trusts to draw up an action pro- 
gramme by next February to en- 
sure all screening programmes 
meet national standards. Ms 
Patnick said that despite the 
problems the screening service 
was saving lives and it was es- 
sential women did not lose faith 
in it. “We can’t excuse what has 
gone on but the mortality and 
incidence are dropping like 
stones. The programme is work- 
ing well but it could be better.” 

Cases of invasive cancer 
have fallen from 16 to 11.2 per 
100,000 since 1979, exceeding 
the target of 12£ to be achieved 
by 2000 set under the Health of 
the Nation strategy. The death 
rate has declined from 7 to 4.1 
per 100,000 since 1979. 
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full potential. 
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A Labour betrayal 

of desperate people 


Liz Kelly from the Campaign To End Rape at the Court of Appeal in London yesterday as Owen Oyston, the tycoon jailed for six years last May 
for raping a 1 6 -year-old former model, began an attempt to dear his name. The hearing is expected to finish today Photograph: Ben Curds/PA 


Ministers hare 
summoned leaders from 
a London borough after 
a highly critical report 
said it was failing to 
provide care for its most 
vulnerable people. 

Genda Cooper , Social 
Affairs Correspondent, 
reports on 'continuing 
problems’ for Baridng 
and Dagenham Council. 

Inconsistent assessment of 
needs, poorly planned care and 
limited services have led to a 
“very worrying” situation in 
Ra firing and Dagenham where 
the needs of vulnerable people 
are not being met. 
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Franco says 
“In twenty years c 
running airlines 
I never had a 
sardine buy a 
ticket from me.” 

“My airline seats have plenty of legroom. I believe in comfort. 

Sardines don’t.” 
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Call now on 0541 500 300 
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One in four people rate the 
services as poor - twice as 


department that has been re- 
viewed so far by the Audit 
Commission and the Social 
Services Inspectorate. 

Unfair and inconsistent as- 
sessments have led to cases 
such as that of the non-English 
speaking man who spent 32 
y^ars in a residential home 
where no one spoke his lan- 
guage or the severely disabled 
woman who was not assessed 
for more than two years. 

The situation has been 
blamed on an out-of-date as- 
sessment system and poorly 
targeted resources in die east 
London borough- Barking and 
Dagenham is among the most 
deprived 5 per cent of author- 
ities in England and spends 

£36.9m on soda! services -2 per 

cent of the council’s overall 
budget 

It is not the first time the bor- 
ough has come under fire. In 
1993, health inspectors at- 
tempted to sort out Balking and 
Dagenham because it was hav- 
ing difficulties implementing 
the new community care legis- 
lation. “This report reflects 
continuing problems in the bor- 
ough,” said & Herbert Laming, 
rhigf inspector of the Social Ser- 
vices Inspectorate. “They may 
have made progress since 1993 
but not sufficient progress. 

“Barking and Dagenham 
council has failed to tackle fun- 
damental management ques- 
tions and therefore offers poor 
social services to the vulnerable 
people who depend on them.'’ 

One in four people who re- 
quested help from the council 
said that they had to wait two 
weeks or more before someone 
contacted them - this com- 


pared to only 14 per cent in oth- 
er social service reviews. 

Elderly people were partic- 
ularly ba4y served, and five out 
of the authority’s eight old pro- 
pie’s homes did not meet the 
registration requirements of 
other providers. 

“Overall, while many people 
in Baridng and Dagenham re- 
ceive services, they are so thin- 
ly spread that the quality JS 
poor," said Andrew Foster, con- 
troller of the Audit Commission. 
“The authority tries to provide 
services for all, but it is simply 
not geared to deliver them." 

The report recommended 
that the council must improve 
the way it decides priorities and 
manages resources by targeting 
funds better. Partnerships should 
be extended with voluntary or- 
ganisations and management 
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Health minister Paul 
Boateng said yesterday: “Be- 
cause of the seriousness of the 
concerns, I have asked to meet 
with key members and officers 
of the council ... I will howev- 
er expect them to demonstrate 
to me that they wilJ be able to 
prepare and implement an ac- 
tion plan to improve on the fail- 
ings exposed in the report.' 1 

Barking and Dagenham 
Council said yesterday that it ac- 
cepted the recommendations of 
the report and a full action plan 
would be developed within the 
next three months. 

This is the 1 1 th review of its 
land and is part of a rolling pro- 
gramme of reviews of social ser- 
vices departments in England 
and Wales. Last month, Sefton 
serial services in Merseyside 
came under attack for foiling to 
meet its statutory responsibili- 
ties for providing care for old- 
er people and children. 


SHORTFALLS OF THE SYSTEM 


An elderly Indian man who speaks no English was placed in a res- 
idential home for 12 years where no one spoke his language. 

It took two and a half years for a middle-^ged severely disabled 
woman to be folly assessed. 

• An elderly man needing placement in a Jewish home had to writ 
four months in a hospital bed for placement because the budget for 
non-borough homes is so restricted although beds were available. 

• A young person with a learning disability living with parents is 
putting the mother under a great deal of stress. However, they 
have been told that the critical psychological support to deal with 
the behaviour is. not available for six months. 

• Mr B who suffers from multiple sclerosis will "sit in agony for 
hours rather than call anyone'* because he was given no information 
about a carer's group, did not know who to contact about their 
home care, and considered it too risky to complain. 


Life for car park menace 

A teenager received two life sentences yesterday after a judge 
described him as a danger to the public. Leeds Crown Court 
heard how 1 8-year-old Robert Devonshire dropped a lump of 
concrete onto a 64-year-old man from the top of a multi-storey 
car pack just three months after being released from a young 
offenders' institution for an identical attack. 

Devonshire was sentenced to fburyeais in September 1995 
for dropping a 13-pound scaffolding pole onto eight-year-old 
Simon Teece from the top of the car park at the Ridings Shop- 
ping Centre in Wakefield. Devonshire was released on 15 No- 
vember 1996. On 24 February this year, he went back to the 
same car park and dropped a three-pound lump of concrete 
which hit and slightly injured safety officer Bernard Atkinson. 

Judge Brian Walsh said: “I am satisfied that you are a dan- 
gerous young man. Doctors have described you as _ too switched 
off and remote to be recognised as treatable."' 


Workload 
'led to RSI’ 


Bank staff developed problems 
with their upper limbs when 
their workload was increased 
“substantially”, a court was told 
yesterday. 

Five former workers at the 
Midland Bank’s processing cen- 
tre in Frimley, Surrey, are claim- 
ing compensation after 
suffering repetitive strain in- 
juries. The test case, which 
opened at Southwark Crown 
Court in London yesterday, is 
expected to last a month. 

John Fey, acting for the five 
women, told the court that the 
part-timers worked intensively 
on keyboards, keying informa- 
tion from cheques into com- 
puters. Mr Ry said the staff had 
to wprk on inadequately 
designed equipment and with 
poor working posture. There 
was a lack of training on pos- 
ture and good working practices 
and the management was 
“oblivious" to this, he said. 
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Peace .. 
on earth 
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May we take this 
opportunity to thank 
all of you who have . 
supported our Hospice 
efuring 1997. Your 
generous donations 
have enabled us to 
bring love, peace and 
comfort to over 900 
terminally 31 people 
this year alone. 

Sister Superior 

ST. JOSEPH’S 
HOSPICE 

MABE St LONDON E8CA ^ 
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Straw ‘acting 
unlawfully* 
over Hindley 


A senior retired judge 
criticised the Home 
Secretary over his 
decision to keep Myra 
Hindley behind bars. 
Meanwhile, Jack Straw 
revealed plans to 
equalise sentencing 
across the country. 

Michael Streeter ; Legal 
Affairs Correspondent, 
looks at the debate over 
sentencing policy. 

Mr Straw yesterday announced 
plans to set up a panel to advise 
the Court of Appeal on guide- 
lines to ensure that sentencing 
by courts around the country' is 
consistent. At the same lime, he 
came under fire from back- 
benchers and a retired Appeal 
Court judge over his decision to 
keep Hindley in jail for the rest 
of her life. 

The Home Secretary told the 
Commons that the Govern- 
ment is committed to intro- 
ducing “greater consistency” 
in sentencing from courts 
through provisions in the Crime 
and Disorder Bill, to be pub- 
lished next month. 

Under his proposals, the 
Court of Appeal would be re- 
quired to for mulate roles on how 
lower courts across Britain sen- 
tence those convicted of crimi- 
nal offences. Although this 
already happens in certain of- 
fences. such as rape, the idea is 
to extend this to other areas. The 
Home Office believes that the 
current ad hoc arrangements 
lead to levels of sentencing 
which vary according to where 
a person is convicted, which un- 
dermines confidence in the 
judicial system. 

Alan Beith. for the liberal 
Democrats, welcomed the an- 
nouncement on sentencing. But 
he added: "‘Sentencing policy is 


only as effective as the prison 
and probation to which it directs 
- and an overpressed prison 
service cannot work miracles." 

Meanwhile, a former Appeal 
Court judge last night criti- 
cised Mr Straw's ruling that the 
moors murderer, Myra Hindley, 
should never be released. 

Sir Frederick Lawton, in an 
interview with BBC TV's 
Panorama, described Mr 
Straw’s decision as both un- 
reasonable and unlawful. If the 
decision had been left to judges. 
Hindley would probably be 
free, he added. 

Sir Frederick added: 
“Where a public official exer- 
cising statutory powers acts un- 
reasonably, he acts unlawfully." 
The Home Secretary should 
keep an “open mind" over what 
the future situation may be. 

Hindley's lawyers are due to 
challenge the increase in her 
sentence in the High Court- Last 
week, Mr Straw reaffirmed the 
decision that she should die in 
jail which was taken by his pre- 
decessor, Michael Howard. 

A Labour backbencher yes- 
terday challenged Lhe Horae 
Secretary to justify why he bad 
decided Hindley should spend 
the rest of her life behind bars 
when other prisoners guilty of 
“heinous, revolting and repul- 
sive crimes" were released. 

Mr Straw told Gordon Pren- 
tice, MP for Pendle. that any in- 
dividual resident in the UK 
had rights under the European 
Convention on Human Rights, 
Convention. 

Hindley is pressing ahead 
with her challenge next month 
to Mr Howard's ruling that her 
minimum sentence, or tariff, 
should be raised from 30 years 
to whole life. However, even if 
her application for judicial 
review succeeds in the High 
Court, Mr Straw will still retain 
the final say on whether she 
should be released. 



Legal offices: A barrister (left) and clerks working in the Acne Lane Neighbourhood Chambers Photograph: Rui Xavier 

Long arm of law stretches to pastures new 


A group of London barristers has 
moved from the Temple to set 
up practice in Brixton, forming 
the first self-styled 
neighbourhood chambers in the 
country. Michaei Streeter looks at 
the changing face of the Bar. 

The Acre Lane Neighbourhood Cham- 
bers are just 15 minutes away from the 
traditional, closeted environs of London 
barristers, but, on a superficial glance at 
least, seem to inhabit a different world. 

A radical team of six lawyers has set 
up work in open plan offices above a wine 
bar in one of the capital's most cultural- 
ly diverse streets in the heart of Brixton. 

The idea of the new chambers is to luse 
the high professional standards of the Bar 
with the openness and easy access of a 
community practice. If successful, it could 
be the start of a mini-revolution across 
the country in the way that barristers 
arrange tbeir work, and could help 
change their stuffy public image. 


Neelim Sultan, one of the founding 
members of the new chambers, said that 
the public tended to see banisters as re- 
mote. “People’s perception of doctors is 
far more sympathetic," she said. 

“By being in the community we are 
making a statement, we are saying 'You 
do not have to be in the Temple or have 
to have a certain image to be a barrister’." 
At the same time, the practice, which will - 
combine its advocacy role with cam- 
paigning on key issues, wants to ensure 
that its standards match the rest of the Bar. 

The barristers chose Brixton, in south 
London, because Ms Sultan bad already 
worked and lived in the area, and not for 
any reason based on the areas' old rep- 
utation as a troublespoL “Brixton is not 
all about guns and robberies, far from it 
... We think Brixton is a really repre- 
sentative example of an urban locality,” 
she said. 

In the two months sauce the barristers 
opened for business, the reaction from 
people locally, both inside and outside the 
legal profession, has been mostly positive. 
“It can only be a benefit for them to have 


such a service on their doorstep,” said Ms 
Sultan. Some fellow barristers might feel 
they were being u foolhardy" but the 
general reaction among colleagues had 
been supportive. 

There are signs that the concept of a 
neighbourhood chambers could be catch- 
ing on. The Bar Council has just launched 
a pilot scheme where IS sets of chambers 
around the country will work closely with 
local advice agencies such as Shelter and 
the Citizens Advice Bureau. The Gov- 
ernment, too, as part of its reform of civ- 
il justice, has proposed a Community 
Legal Service, though critics doubt 
whether, with no new money available, 
this idea will come to much. 

The prominent barrister Michael 
Mansfield QC, patron of the new cham- 
bers, said he believed the new practice 
would lead to similar ventures: “I hope 
this will show the way for others." 

Ms Sultan soys she looks forward to 
that day. “I would like to think that one 
day it will be quite commonplace to have 
a practice in Brixton. That it would be seen 
as quite logical and acceptable." 


Hunger strike to 
go nationwide 


Dozens of prisoners will 
go on a co-ordinated 
national hunger strike 
around Britain later this 
week. They are unhappy 
with the progress of the 
Criminal Cases Review 
Commission which was 
set up to address 
miscarriages of justice. 
hm Burrell reports. 

Winston Silcott never has liked 
prison food. But his reasons for 
refusing the offerings of the can- 
teen at HMP Maidstone this 
week have nothing to do with 
the quality of the cuisine. 

i -ike Michael Davis of the 
M25 Three gang, who will be 
leaving bis tray untouched at 
Swaleside jail on the Isle of 
Sheppey and the convicted 

kiher Susan May who will be de- 
liberately going without food in 
Durham prison’s female wing, 
Silcott will be taking part in the 
first national hunger strike by 
British prisoners. 

More than 60 inmates at 21 
prisons are to participate in the 
action from Thursday, all of 
them claiming to be victims of 
injustice. 

The protest will pitch the 
CCRC against a national move- 
ment called Action Against In- 
justice, which believes the 
government-appointed body is 
already failing in its task. Sup- 
porters of the prisoners will join 
the hunger strike outside the 
commission's Birmingham 
headquarters. The hunger strik- 
ers have been told to stop fast- 
ing after Saturday. 

Chris Moore, of Action 
against Injustice, said: “If the 
CCRC carries on like this it is 
going to take until the next mil- 
lennium just to deal with the 
cases already sent in." 

He said the composition of 
the CCRC made it biased 
against convicted prisoners. "It 
is headed by a mason. It is a 
non-elec ted body and it is heav- 
ily-biased with people with pros- 
ecution experience," he said. 


Nearly eight months after 
becoming operational, the 
CCRC has been sent details of 
959 alleged miscarriages. Five 
have so far been referred to the 
court of appeal. 

One was the case of James 
Ha orally, who was hung 35 
years ago for the so-called A6 
murder. Also referred for ap- 
peal were the case of convict- 
ed Hyde Park bomber Danny 
McNamee, the conviction of a 
burglar who served five years in 
the 1960s, and Mahmood Mat- 
tan, who was hanged for mur- 
der in 1952. 

Meanwhile new cases come 
in at the rate of five a day. 

Sources at the CCRC said 
that the commission was satis- 
fied with its progress. “We al- 
ways knew that there were 
going to be a very busy first cou- 
ple of years,” said one. 

Meanwhile, Silcott awaits a 
decision from the CCRC on his 
life sentence for the murder of 
boxer Anthony Smith in 1984. 

Having been acquitted on 
appeal of the murder of PC Col- 
in Blakelock, who died in the 
Broadwater Farm riot in 1985, 
he maintains that he slabbed 
Smith in self-defence. 

His brother, George, said: “If 
Winston Silcott was not wrong- 
ly convicted for the murder of 
PC Blakelock. be would not still 
be in prison today. Most peo- 
ple would not have even heard 
of him." 

Earlier this year the CCRC 
indicated that it was unlikely to 
refer the case further but Sil- 
cott's lawyers have made an- 
other submission which is under 
consideration. 

Also fasting will be two 
members of the M25 Three - 
Davis and Raphael Rowe - 
who were convicted of carrying 
out Lhe murder of a hairdress- 
er and a series of other attacks 
around the motorway. The 
pair claim they were denied the 
right to a fair trial. 

Susan May, 52, has always 
denied she murdered her 
wealthy aunt, Hilda March- 
bank in 1991 Her application 
for a re-trial was rejected. 





r-fc friend 




INTERNET 




Money ';TALK^_ 

News SPORT _ 

Education internet 

wliat's new B usi n e ss 

SHOPPING , mai's On 
Travel K nnv, Icdur 


It’s what you want to know 


Switch to 
Barclaycard and 




Transfer an existing credit card 
balance of up to £3,000 and we’ll 
cut the amount you owe by 5% 



Plus, 

a £10 Marks & Spencer voucher if you make 
the switch before 12th December 1997 


We want interest paying credit card or store card users who are willing to transfer a 
balance of up to ^3,000 to Barclaycard. In exchange we’ll reduce your balance by 5%, 
up to ;£i5Qt. Not only that, if your application is accepted before 12 December 1997, 
we’ll send you a /io Marks & Spencer voucher - which could help with the 
Christmas shopping! Switching to Barclaycard couldn't be easier. To apply and for 
full written details call us quoting code 918CXR. 


Call free on 


0800 121 800 



Please have your bank or building society details to hand. 
Lines are open 8am-8pm Monday-Friday and gam-spm Saturdays. 



I would like to Send to: Barclaycard FREEPOST, BS 4335, Bristol, BSi 3YX. 


Title 

Surname 

First Names 


transfer my balance; Address 




.1 1 A £.11 

pKdac scuu me iun. 


Postcode 



written details and an Telephone 


906CXR 


application form. 


www.barciaycard.co.uk 

t[f in the next 12 months the charges on your account are less than your refund we may require repavmenf 
Barclays Bank PIC Registered In London, England Reg No. 1056167 Registered Office: 54 Lombard Street, London 







V. 




the independent 

TUESDAY 
*5 NOVEMBER 
3 


8/NEWS 


Ticket agency aims 
to beat touts 



A campaign to stop ticket touts ripping off the- 
atregoers and sports fans was launched yes- 
terday. Entertainment industiy chiefs said loo 
many customers could pay up to £300 for a 
ticket, sometimes with only a restricted view 
of the ballet, opera, pop concert or sporting 
evenL 

Agents and venues who sign up to become 
members of the Society of Ticket Agents and 
Retailers, STAR, will guarantee to set out the 
face value, booking fees, and any conditions 
attached to tickets when they sell them. 

Organisers said customers buying their tick- 
ets from a STAR member would be able to 
purchase with confidence. 

The scheme is being backed by a cross-sec- 
tion of the entertainment and sports indus- 
tries, including the Football Association, 
All-England Lawn Tennis Club, London the- 
atres and concert promoters. 

Anthony Sell, chief executive of the British 
Tourist Authority and chairman of STAR, said 
too many visitors felt let down by ticket agents. 
The BTA would promote STAR members 
abroad as a reliable source of tickets, he added. 





MI6 agent faces jail 

for leaking secrets 



An MI6 officer yesterday 
admitted he had 
unlawfully disclosed 
secrets about the 
security agency. But/says 
Jason Bennetto, Crime 
Correspondent, the 
agent insists that nothing 
he revealed put officers 
at risk or damaged 
national security. 


Making money: Ticket touts at work before a sports event at Twickenham Photograph: Jonathan Weaver 


Richard Tbmlinson faces up to 
two yeans in jafl after be became 
the first MIG agent to be suc- 
cessfully prosecuted under of- 
ficial secrets legislation for 36 
years. 

Mr Tbmlinson, 34, admitted 
that last year be had soot a a sev- 
en-page synopsis to a publish- 
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' TO GET A CLEARER PICTURE, GIVE US A CALL. 


There has been a lot of talk recently about University tuition fees - but did 
you know that many students won’t have to pay them? Or that increased 
loans will be available For living costs? And that parents won’t have to pay any 
more than they do now? For students starting at University next year, the 
Government is introducing new financial support arrangements. To get the 
full, clear picture, call today for our free information leaflet Investing in the 
future: Supporting Students in Higher Education . 
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er in Australia outlining the fist 

seven chapters of a proposed 
book about his experiences in 
the Secret Intelligence Service 
(SIS). Mr Tomlinson joined 
MI6 in 1991 and was dismissed 
in 1995. 

Analy sis by MI6 staff 
showed the synopsis disclosed 
details of the “training, opera- 
tions, sources and methods’' of 
SIS, Bow Street magistrates’ 
court in London was told. 

But in a statement, Mr Tbm- 
linson, who remains in police 
custody, argued that he had be- 
come a victim of the “dracon- 
ian” Section 1 of the Official 
Secrets Act 1989 which prevails 
the disclosure of any informa- 
tion about MI6 by employees. 
The former agent argued that 
no thing he intended to publish 
would have put anyone at risk- 

He said: “I wanted to plead 
not guilty to expose this 
hypocrisy, but the draconian na- 
ture of the Official Secrets Act 
makes this impossible — there is 
no public interest defence. I 
would have been guilty even if 
I had disclosed the colour of the 
carpets in the office." 

Colin Gibbs, for the prose- 
cution, argued that the infor- 


mation in the proposed book 
would have been damaging to 


the national interest. 

Mr Gibbs said that during he 
time with the service he was ac- 
tive operationally and had ac- 
cess to a wide range of sensitive 

information. He is understood 
to have worked in Moscow, 
Bosnia, and the Middle East. 

When he was dismissed 
from from the service in August 
1995. He said he no longer felt 
bound by the Official Secrets 
Act and that he had no moral 
obligation to SIS because of the 
“disgraceful" manner of his 
dismissal, the court was told. 

Earlier this year Tbmlinson 
signed an agreement to tenni- 
naie a claim for unfair , dis- 
missal and to re rum the 


information in his possession in 
exchange for financial support. 

However, last spring he want 
to Australia to discuss publica- 
tion of his book. Mr Tbmlinson 
returned to Britain and was ar- 
rested last month. 

The case was committed for 

sentencing at the Old Bailey. He 
is the first MI6 agent to be pros- 
ecuted under official secrets leg- 
islation since the Soviet spy 
George Blake, 36 years ago. 


DAILY POEM 


Pearl At 4am 


By Barry MacSweeney 


Moon afloat, drunken opal shuggy boat 
in an ocean of planets and stars. 

Fierce clouds gather over me 
like a plaid shan’t 
Gone, gone, click of quarter irons 
to Neruhead, Alston and beyond. 

I moved my mouth in die darkness of the kitchen, 

spittle poured wrongfully into the pan fat 

Snow once more 

m my broken face, reduced 

to licking the swollen door past. Just a gargoyle. 

Death upon us like a stalking foot-soldier, high 

and mighty on the law, bayonet 

fixed. A sudden glint there, and that's U. 

Spluttering lard 

and strange sparks 

ignite my mind, for I am in love 

with something I do not know. 

It is the brusque wind, 
the nearest falling tumblestones 
dislodged by the spate, the finest 
snowdrops under heaven. 


This final selection from the five poets who have won the Paul 
Hamiyn Fbundation Awards for Artists comes from Bany Mao- 
Sweeney’s The Book of Demons (Bloodaxe, £7.95). In addi- 
tion to poems inspired .by the poet's fight against alcohol 
addiction, foe book reprints MacSweeuey’s “Pearl" sequence, 
first published by Equipage (Cambridge) in 1995. 
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Should the Millennium 
be an excuse for a party 
or a time for spiritual 
renewal? The Church of 
England is putting on a 
road show to encourage 
us to remember the 
'reason for the season*. 
Oare Gamer found out last 
night that the message 
may already have got 
across - to the 
Government. 


It was as if tbeir prayers had 
been answered. No sooner bad 
a Christian Millennium road 
show been unveiled at tbe Gen- 
eral Synod, stressing the need 
for a spiritual message in the 
2000 celebrations, than He said 
it would be so. 

Peter Man de Ison, that is. 
The minister without portfolio 
delighted the Church by telling 
PmUainent that the New Mil- 
lennium Experience Company 
had been told “to focus on 
spiritual renewal”. 

In a written reply to the 
House of Commons, Mr Man- 
delson said there would also be 
an em phasis on the “major role 
Christianity has played in shap- 
ing this country and the rest of 
the world over the past 2,000 
years". 

Furthermore, the experi- 
ence would “reflect the multi- 
faith nature of modem British 
society” and the Millennium 
company was liaising with 
church groups and others from 
all faiths. 

His words are likely to be 
welcomed by the Church of 
England and by the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

Members of the dergy have 
been anxious for some time that 
spirituality could be ovedooked 
in the razz-matazz that is like- 
ly to surround the Millennium 
celebrations. 

Earlier in the day, a fringe 
meeting at the General Synod 
had been given a taste of the 
Millennium road show cur- 
rently touring the country. 

Churches Tbgether in Eng? 
land, an ecumenical body, be- 


lieves that the Millennium is a 
golden opportunity to spread 
the Word, but fust they must 
alert people to the real “reason 
for the season”. 

The Rev Stephen Lynas, 
Archbishops's officer for the 
Millennium, sakh “ We have ac- 
tually got to remind people 
that the Millennium belongs to 
us and that it means nothing 
without some reference to Je- 
sus of Nazareth. It's so baric, but 
it needs to be done." 

Tbe New Stan campaign is 
anxious to “capture the moment 
of the Millennium" in a way in 
which the Dome and a booze- 
up will not. 

In order to do so, be hopes 
that Christians will give a can- , 
die to every household in Eng- 
land which will be lit at two I 
minutes to midnighLThen, 30 j 
seconds before midnight, peo- ' 
pie will read a “Mille nnium Af- j 
fi rotation”, distributed by i 
churches. 

Although the words of the ; 
five-line affirmation are not fi- 
nalised, Mr Lynas said they 
would be about “looking back 
at the past, with not only 
thanksgiving but regret, and 
grasping hold of the future and 
making something of it, rather 
than being a passive victim of 
time.” 

He said that the public's 
lighting of candles after the 
death of Diana, Princess of 
Wales, convinced New Start 
that it was thinking along the 
right lines. 

“The Diana effect demon- 
strated that people will do 
something spiritual and reflec- 
tive which doesn’t require them 
to sign a creed or use churchy 
language." 

The Road Show has yet to 
visit Newcastle, Durham, Bris- 
tol Peterborough and London, 
finishing on 1 1 December. 

Among its speakers is the 
Rev Brian Hoare, Secretary 

for Evangelism of the Methodist 

Church, who describes the Mil- 
lennium as “the culmination of 
all we've been about in tbe last 
decade of evangelism." He 
added: “ Ws are unlikely to have 
a better opportunity for pastoral 
work,, mission and evangelism 
in our lifetime." 
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Spiritual gathering: Bishops sitting for the opening session of the General Synod yes t er d ay, where the Millennium road show was unveiled. 
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10/POLITICS 


The people’s art that 
stays locked away ? 


The public should have 
greater access to the 
Government’s collection 
of 11,000 works of art, a 
minister said yesterday. 
But the promise, made 
as a “Domesday Book" 
of government assets 
was published, will be 
hard to fulfil, as Fran 
Abrams discovered. 


There are paintings by LS 
Lowry, Augustus John, Eduar- 
do Paolozzi, Walter Sickert, 
Stanley Spencer and even Win- 
ston Churchill. There are 
bronzes by Jacob Epstein, Eliz- 
abeth Frink. Barbara Hepworth 
and Henry Moore, so valuable 
' tbat the Government will not 
even put a price on them. But 
art lovers hoping for a look may 
have to wait a long time. 

And there is more. In addi- 
tion to the main collection. 
The Ministry of Defence holds 
I 709 works of art including two 
j drawings by the architect 
Robert Adam, and a portrait by 
Joshua Reynolds. 

Yesterday, Alastair Darling, 
; the Chief Secretary to the Trea- 
' sury, said the collection, whose 


total numbers are spelled out in 
the new National Asset Regis- 
ter, should be opened up. 

“For the first time, the Gov- 
ernment has been open about 
what it owns. If that means peo- 
ple ask why they can’t see things 
or if we need them, then that’ s. 
all to the good," he said. 

The whereabouts of most of 
the works remains hazy, though. 

A catalogue was premised in 
1981, but the first of four or five 
volumes - the 20th Century 
works - was published only 
this year. It is not widely avail- 
able, though the Department of 
Culture, Media and Sport al- 
lowed The Independent to look 
at it. and does not say where 
each item is held. 

In her introduction to the 
tome, Wendy Baron, head of the 
collection, admitted that the job 
of cataloguing had been ardu- 
ous. The works were scattered 
across hundreds of buildings in 
300 cities worldwide. 

“The naive optimism of 1981 
in relation to the total holdings 
soon evaporated,” she wrote. 

Some of the works can be 
tracked down, though, to the of- 
fices of ministers. Chris Smith, 
the Secretary of State for Cul- 
Hire, has a total of 11 items from 
the collection in his office. They 


inclnde an Epsteio sculpture of 
the conductor Otto Klemperer, 
an EKsabedi Frink scripture and 
a limited edition mint by RB 
Kitaj. . ; 

Gordon Brown, the Chan- 
cellor, has replaced portraits in 
his office with modern Scottish 
prints and a painting by Luden 

Ptssnrr** ■ 


firank Dobson, the Secretary 
of State for Health, has chosen 
an anonymous 17 th Century 
portrait of Richard m along with 
an 18th Century p aiqtjng of the 
Duke of Marlborough. Geoff 
Hoon, parliamentary secretary 
hi the Lord Chanedtefs office, 
has a Paolozzi in h'fe offyy , The 
Northern Ireland Office has 
four paintings by John Piper. 

Although the public is still 
denied access to most of these 
WHks. of art, they way see some 
benefit from the sale of other 
government assets. Mr Dar- 
ling said departments would be 
allowed to keep any money 
they raised between 1998 and 
2001 provided it was less than 
£l00m per item. Among those 
which might be sold were 26 
fork lift trucks belonging to the 
Treasury - used, apparently, 
for moving loads of computer 
paper along its endless 
corridors. 


Tory defector finds New 
Labour very agreeable 


Peter Temple-Morris 
yesterday crossed the 
floor of the Commons to 
sit with Labour, as 
William Hague’s office 
denied there would be 
purge of the wets. 

Colin Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent, reports. 


ation to find someone I want- 
ed to dine with. It won't be like 
that now." 

As a veteran Tbry wet, with 
strongly pro-European views, 
and a commitment to a united 
Ireland with consent, Mr Tem- 
ple-Morris may even find him- 
self to left of Mr Blair on some 


Peter Temple-Morris yesterday 
said he was happier chatting to 
Labour MPs chan he had been 
among his former colleagues on 
the Tory benches. 

“I think it’s much easier for 
me with new Labour. Many of 
the new intake are socially veiy 
agreeable,” he said, after cross- 
ing the floor from the Tbry 
benches to sit behind Tony 
Blair as an Independent One 
Nation Conservative. 

“I used to walk into the 
members' dining room and look 
around with a sense of desper- 


issues. 

He resigned from the. Tbry 
Party after William Hague re- 
moved the whip from him for 
admitting be had been talking 
to Labour. Tory leadership 
sources said: “There is not go- 
ing to be a purge. Temple- 
Morris was a one-off." 

But the Tory leadership 
could face renewed trouble 
over the Amsterdam Tteaiy af- 
ter Kll Cash and the Euro-sxp- 
tics tabled a series of 
amendments to the Govern- 
ment's Bill, putting the treaty 
into effect 

The Tbry front bench may 
avoid deepening the split in its 
ranks by resisting the tempta- 


tion to put down a series of 
amendments, but it is opposing 
the treaty. The Rtsitive Euro- 
peans on the Tory backbench, 
led by Kenneth Clarke and 
Michael Heseltine, are keeping 
their powder dry to attack the 
selection of Tbiy candidates 
for the European elections, if 
the Tbry leadership tries to se- 
lect a list of Euro-sceptics, 

Meanwhile, Mr Hague bas 
consolidated bis hold over this 
party by moving into Tory Cen- 
tral Office at Smith Square. 
Those dose to Mr Hague 
strongly denied reports that 
Alan Duncan had been sacked 
as one of his key advisers. 

“Alan is a close personal 
friend, and will continue to be 
dose to the leadership,” said a 
Hague confidant. Mr Hague 
may seek to reunite the party 
by putting his Euro-sceptic 
stance to a vote of the entire 
party, but it wiD be as part of a 
manifesto package, and mil 
not be put to a vote in isolation. 



Brown's balancing 
act on welfare 


The tough and tender 
elements of Labour’s 
“New Welfare State” 
could be fleshed out 
further In a Commons 
statement from Gordon 
Brown this afternoon, as 
Anthony Bevins, Political 
Editor, reports. 


The Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer’s outline statement on 
next year’s Budget, to be deliv- 
ered for the first time in Par- 
liament today, will restate his 
determination to create a shift 
from welfare to work. 

But with scare stories about 
welfare cuts generating unrest 
among Labour MPs. Mr Brown 
will need to temper his “iron 
chancellor” image with assur- 
ances about the “fairness and 
justice” of the Government's 
long-term approach. 

The Prime Minister told the 
Comm ons yesterday, in a report 
on last week’s European “Jobs 
S ummi t'*, that be wanted to 
combine “job creation with a 
fair and cohesive society”. 

And David Bhmkett, Secre- 
tary of State for Education and 
Employment, told an Institute 
of Directors' dinner in London 
that if unemployment was to be 
brought down permanently, 
business would have to look 
much harder for new recruits. 

“Those currently excluded 
must be included," he said. 
“Those currently without skills 
will be able to acquire them, and 
those who previously became 
vic tims of change will in future 
be a part of that change.” 

But as Alistair Darling, 
Chief Secretary to the Treasury, 
said in a speech on Sunday: 
“The welfare system must be 


geared to promoting employa- 
bility. Fbr too many people, fit- 
ting a job brings little additional 
benefit to the family income. 

The Commons Social Secu- 
rity Select Committee yesterday 
delivered an interim report on 
‘Tfcx and Benefits”, in which it 
looked forward to “some clar- 
ity” about the Government’s ob- 
jectives for low-income groups, 
in and out of work. 

While it had much informa- 
tion about the affects of the 
poverty crap and the unem- 
ployment trap, it had few clues 
as to what the Government 
planned to do about them. 

One other question that has 
not yet been addressed, was 

raised yesterday by Iain Duncan . 

Smith, the Conservative social 
security spokesman. 

“One of the alleged 
strengths of the Government's 
welfare-to-work scheme," he 
said, “was that it would not af- 
ford people a third option be- 
tween work and welfare, ie. a 
life on benefits. 

“Those under-25s out of 
work for 26 weeks would have 
to participate in a training 
scheme. The logic that unless 
time limits are imposed, 
claimants would be less likely to 
actively seek work, has been 
adopted by the Labour gov- 
ernment. but only in part. The 
lone parents taking part in the 
programme are under no such 
obligation, irrespective of the . 
age of their children.” 

If compulsion is introduced 
for lone parents - or for the dis- 
abled - then Labour’s smoul- 
dering revolt could become 
real 

But as that could go against 
the grain of the “fair and co- 
hesive society” Mr Blair spoke 
of yesterday, that possibility 
would appear remote. 


Snooker, rugby and darts tell 
Tony Blair: treat us like Fi 


Lord Hattersley, the unlikely peer, takes his seat 


Roy Hatters ley. Labour’s former deputy 
leader, slipped easily into the nobility yester- 
day. Lord Hattersley, as he muse now be ad- 
dressed. swathed in scarlet and ermine, 
looked bom to the aristocracy as he was pro- 
pelled through the 370-year-old ceremony of 
Introduction in the House of Lords. 

For a man to whom mumbo-jumbo is 
anathema, Roy Sydney George Hattersley, 
bore the bizarre proceedings with commend- 
able good humour. 

Not once did his face crease up In irrita- 


tion as, led by the Garter King at Arms; Peter 
Llewellyn Gwynne-jones, and sandwiched be- 
tween his two sponsoring peers, Lord Hatter- 
sley wove his way in and out of the red 
leather benches, doffing His hat and bowing as 
the occasion demanded 

Now peers will await his maiden speech. It 
promises to be a daunting occasion for elder- 
ly peers ff it is to match his Commons debut 
in 1964, described as “electrifying". A repeat 
performance might just be too much of a gust 
of fresh air for their lordships to endure. 


. Leaders of national sports including darts, snooker, pool, rugby 
and cricket will tell Tony Blair today tbat they should be given 
the same privilege as Formula One motor racing and be exempted 
from a European ban on tobacco sponsorship. 

They will be meeting the Prime Minister at Downing Street 
to underline their protests that their sports have been treated 
unfairly by being asked to give up tobacco sponsorship within four 
years. 

Britain may table a concession to phase out tobacco sponsorship 
for motor racing in 10 years to avoid wrecking the EU deal when 
Tessa JowelL the public health minister, attends a European coun- 
cil on 4 December. 

Richard Branson, the Virgin boss, and the Government's ad- 
viser on alternative funding, is arguing that the delay should be 
shorter, but the other sports should be treated the same. ' 

— CoSn Brawn, Chief PoBtkof Correspondent 
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Planners put the 
squeeze on cities 


Squeezing more homes into 
urban areas could be the salvation 
of Britain's cities as well as 
protecting our countryside from 
further suburban sprawl. 

Nicholas Schoon, Environment 
Correspondent, says there is 
growing support for that message, 
but are the ministers listening? 


A ca mpa ign was launched yesterday to talk 
up Britain's cities as places for successful, 
aspiring people to live, work and play. 

The Local Government Association, 
which represents the town halls of England 
and Wales, wants to highlight urban vibrancy 
and excellent public transport - and step 
up the fight against crime, deprivation and 
squalor. 

It has launched an Urban Commission, 
bringing together bodies as diverse as the 
Council for the Protection of Rural Eng- 
land and the English lourisl Board to lob- 
by government. 

A growing number of planners and de- 
velopers believe the Government needs to 
make bold policy changes if it is to revive 
the cities, and the time has never been riper. 
New planning policies are needed to get 
more housing development on small, pock- 
et sites and on derelict, ex-industrial land. 

Many believe that at the same lime, the 
availability of greenfield sites for housing 
in the countryside must be squeezed hard- 
er. That would make rural homes, and new 
houses built beyond the existing edge of 
towns and cities, more expensive. It will sat- 
isfy legions of rural dwellers who want no 
extra homes in their back field. But it will 
also make housebuilders search harder for 
development sites within towns and cities. 

A group of urban development enthu- 
siasts has been meeting regularly, with the 
aim of trying to shift government policy in 
favour of intensified urban development. 
They include leading councillors and plan- 
ners, senior officials from the Government's 
land regeneration body, English Partner- 
ships, and representatives of pro-urban 
house building firms. 

They are building on a series of studies, 
' co mmiss ioned from consultancies by cen- 


tral and local government, into how more 
homes can be fitted into cities - enhancing 
their quality rather than overcrowding 
them. These studies cover the conversion 
of offices and vacant spaces above shops into 
fiats, stepping up the remaking of houses 
into fiats and maisonettes. 

One snicty. done for the Government Of- 
fice for London and the London Planning 
Advisory Committee tty planning consul- 
tancy Llewelyn Davies, has examined how 
many new homes could be built in the cap- 
ital using small, under-used or derelict sites 
such as temporary car parks— aD within 800 
metres of each of London's dozens of in- 
dividual town centres. The idea is that each 
home would be less than 10 minutes walk 
from a station, several bus stops, a super- 
market and a leisure facility. Household- 
ers could manage without a car, or with just 
one vehicle instead of two. 

Based on intensive studies in a few bor- 
oughs, planners worked out how many new 
homes could be provided on such sites across 
the capital. If semi-detached homes with 
room for two cars were built, there would 
be mom for 52,000. If each had just one 
parking space there could be 77,000. And 
if they were ear-free developments, there 
could be 106.000. The higher density de- 
velopment would be at most three or four 
stories talL and they would all have gardens. 

Since mast of the rapid growth in 
household numbers forecast over the next 
20 years consists of single adults, there is 
a need to increase the number of flats. 

"There is an opportunity for cities to 
reinvent themselves, cutting car dependence 
and enhancing their qualities" said Patrick 
Dark, one of the au thors of the report and 
an associate with Llewelyn Davies. “There 
is a heck of a lot of potential there." 

He enthuses about car pooling schemes, 
where about six city dwellers share about 
one car between them as part of a larger 
collective. On the Continent thousands of 
people now belong to such schemes. 

So far, however, the Government has 
been wary of moving to curb the supply of 
greenfield land for housing development 
It is still considering what the balance should 
be between building inside and outside 
towns and cities in response to a forecast 
demand for 4.4 million new homes in Eng- 
land between 1991 and 2016. 





Health hazard: Rats carry a number of dangerous parasites which can come into contact with humans via household pets 

Rise of the rat blamed on water privatisation 


Rats are breeding at an alarming 
rate and posing a hitherto 
unrecognised level of threat to 
human health. Kim Sengupta 
reports that local authorities are 
now considering legal action 
against privatised water 
authorities for allegedly 
neglecting infestation controls 


Cost-cutting which came with privatisa- 
tion of the water authorities has led to an 
explosion In number of rats and a signif- 


icant rise in health risks to humans, ac- 
cording to pest-control experts. 

New medical research has also dis- 
covered the rats cany more disease-caus- 
ing parasites than previously realised, and 
many of these can be transmitted to peo- 
ple ty household pets. 

Nearly a million homes in England are 
suffering from rat infestation, and there 
has been a 40 per cent rise in the num- 
ber of homes infested in the last two 
decades. Much of it is said to stem from 
decaying sewers and drains. 

A number of local authorities are 
.now considering mounting a test case 
a gainst privatised water companies under 


enviro nmental and pest-control Laws. It s 
claimed that while some of the companies 
have been making “ fat-cat" payments to 
executives and directors, they have often 
drastically reduced funding for rat control. 

Yorkshire Water, which has around 
15,000 miles of sewers, wants to end its 
contract with the pest-control department 
of the local councils. Instead it plans to 
offer the contract to private companies . 

Pest-control officers believe this is a 
recipe for major problems in the future. 
David Bird, environmental services man- 
ager of Sheffield council, said: “We are 
exploring the possibility of legal action over 
this. We feel such action can be brought 


under environmental and pest-control 
laws”. 

Yorkshire Water has denied that the 
move is is a cost-cutting exercise, and said 
the company would strive to maintain and 
improve the quality of service. In 1995, the 
company reduced its sewer-baiting bud- 
get by one-third, although a small per- 
centage of the money was later restored. 

According to last night's Granada 
Television World in Action programme, the 
health risk is greater than previously 
recognised. Potentially fatal illnesses in- 
clude Weil's disease, Q disease, toxic plas- 
ma, and hantavarius, which can cause liver 
and kidney failure. 


Supermarkets have tough lesson for Dales folk 


Left; How a pocket site near the centre of Bromley, London, might be developed 
suburban-style, with six homes and 12 car parking spaces. Right: car-free hous- 
ing - 32 homes and a communal garden on the same site Source: Uewetyn Davies 


Say yes to plans for a supermarket 
development and get a new 
school. That is the proposal that 
has divided folk in a picturesque 
Dales town, as Jojo Moyes explains. 


Opposing plans for two supermarket de- 
velopments have split a market community 
in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales. 

Schemes submitted by the Co-op and the 
supermarket chain Booths, would use a 10- 
acre field near the centre of Settle. In re- 
turn, both are offering to build a 
much-needed primary school, which would 


ease pressure on the existing schooL 

Tony Henry, chief executive of Yorkshire 
Coop Ltd, beheves its planning application 
would be the least intrusive. “We've trad- 
ed in the market square for about 130 years. 
Unfortunately we’ve got no means of pro- 
viding arty car parking, so we've got a plan 
to build a new shop adjacent to the square. 
Ours is to build a supermarket where the 
existing bowling dub b, and move the bowl- 
ing dub to the field.” 

The Booths application would site the 
supermarket, and the primary school, di- 
rectly on the field. The 10-acre site was giv- 
en to the town years ago and is now owned 
by North Yorkshire County Council. It had 


been earmarked for a school for years but 
resources meant that the co udcD could nev- 
er afford to build it. 

But the plans have divided residents, 
with one protest group threatening to 
block any construction groups who attempt 
to take over the field. 

Geoff Knights, a local businessman, says 
that the council cannot guarantee a school 
will actually be built. “If s the last green- 
field site in Settle," he said yesterday. “All 
the children play on this playing field. It's 
a real community space - we even used It 
to raise enough money to pay for our swim- 
ming pool.” 

He said that the town centre had already 


lost many of its traders, and that the vast 
majority of people in the town would con- 
tinue to fight the supermarket chains, in or- 
der to ensure that it still thrived. If given 
the opportunity, he added, local businesses 
would buy it to safeguard its future. 

But lan Parker, head of Settle Primary 
SchooL says the existing Victorian build- 
ing is ewerorowded. The new site would pro- 
vide a much needed nursery unit, as well 
as “more breathing space". Others say a 
larger supermarket would be welcome, cit- 
ing a 16 mile drive to the nearest superstore. 

Yesterday both schemes received a 
second refusal, but will await a planning 
inquiry set for April. 
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Euro-sceptics 
join battle to 
save schilling 


The Deutschmark and 
sterling might arguably 
be worth saving from 
extinction, but the 
schilling? Imre Karnes says 
a petition launched 
yesterday by Jorg Haider 
seeks a stay of 
execution for the 
Austrian currency. 


Euro-sceptics from across the 
Continent ore making a beeline 
for Vienna, Austrians are about 
to speak out on the subject said 
to be dose to their hearts: the 
future of their currency. 
Nowhere in Europe have the 
people been consulted on Eco- 
nomic and Monetaiy Union. 

All this week. Austrian vot- 
ers will be able to sign petitions 
calling for a referendum on 
monetary union. If 100,000 sig- 
natures are collected by the 
weekend, they are in with a 
chance. 

‘ The petition has been or- 
ganised by Mr Haider's Free- 
dom Party, a force swom to 
battle alien influences of every 
kind. Issues such as immigration 
and Euro- federalism have pro- 
pelled the Freedom Party to 
within a whisker of the Social 
Democrats and conservatives, 
who are united in government 
only by their hatred for Mr 
Haider. At last year's European 
elections, the Freedom Party got 
28 per cent of the vote. 

Euro-scepticism has proved 
a rich seam even in Austria, and 
Mr Haider intends to mine it for 
all its worth. His drive to ditch 
Emu is only the most spectac- 
ular of his high-profile cam- 
paigns to put Austria first. 

“We’d like monetary union 
to be postponed for three to five 
/ears, because we think it has 
ieen badly prepared," explains 
Mr Haiders deputy, Susanne 


Riess-Passer. Like her German 
counterparts, Ms Riess-Passer 
denies she is totally opposed to 
Lhe euro. “We are in favour of 
a currency union that is well- 
prepared," she says. “But not 
one country really fulfils the 
convergence criteria at the mo- 
ment, and no one has found a 
way of dealing with Europe's 18 
million unemployed." 

The two parties in the gov- 
ernment are euro-entbusiasls, 
she says, leaving the Freedom 
Party with no choice but to cam- 
paign outside parliament It is 
a long shot. According to the 
Austrian constitution, parlia- 
ment can - but does not have 
to - debate the matter if 100,000 
signatures are collected. 

If it does, the petition ’s call 
for a nationwide referendum is 
certain to be defeated by the 
governing majority. This is the 
outcome towards which the 
Freedom Party is manoeuvring. 
“The issue has to be discussed.” 
Ms Riess-Passer says. “The gov- 
ernment will not be able to ig- 
nore it if many people sign the 
petition." 

But the government has 
every intention of ignoring it, 
thus serving up a moral victory 
for the Freedom Party. The ad- 
ditional danger for Euro-en- 
thusiasts is that a massive 
turnout for the petition could 
make the call for a referendum 
irresistible. 

It is unlikely, however, that 
large enough numbers will vis- 
it the town halls where the sig- 
natures are being gathered 
under official supervision. Sur- 
veys indicate that too few Aus- 
trians can be bothered about 
saving the Schilling. 

According to the latest polls, 
the proportion of voters strong- 
ly opposed to Emu is around 13 
per cent. Meanwhile, the pro- 
portion of Emu-enthusiasts has 
soared from 44 to 62 per cent 
since August. 



Maxim’s decline 
leaves Cardin with 
food for thought 


Bad tastes Critics claim that Maxim's in Paris is suffering from declining standards, personified by the use of artificial 
flowers. Its owner, Pierre Cardin, has dismissed them as "fat bellies’ Photograph: Rex Features 


It is a longtime sines Maxim's 
was at the cutting edge of 
pjcnch cuisine. The restaurant 
is no longer even mentioned in 
the Michdin guide. But it has 
always maintained 3 certain ca- 
chet, partly because of its 
splendid location, just off the 
Place de la Concorde, partly 
because of the political and 
show-business celebrities who 
enjoyed being seen there. 

An yn/jeemfy food-fight has 
. now broken out On the one 
side, there is the owner of Max- 
im's, the couturier Pierre 
Cardin, who claims that he is 
starved of the credit ‘he de- 
serves for rescuing a Parisian 
landmark. On the opposite 
side, there are the restaurant 
critics, and many former clients 
of Maxim’s, who protest that 
Cpr rffn has permitted the old 
place to sink into astronomi- 
cally priced mediocrity. Cardin, 
they allege, is chiefly interest- 
ed in Maxim's as a trademark, 
which be can franchise around 
the world. (He is just about to 
open a 1 , 000-seat Maxim’s in 
Shanghai). 

The final blow, it would 
seem, to Maxim's reputation is 
the decision of the Club des 
Cent (the club of 100), an ex- 
clusive Parisian lunching and 
dining dub, to move its general 
awmh ly to another restaurant. 
Since as long as anyone can re- 
member, the meeting has been 
held at Maxim's. 

The members of the Club 
des Cent include the former 
Prime Minister, Pierre Mess- 
mer, the former foreign min- 
ister, Jean Franco is-Poncet, 
the celebrated chef, Paul Bo- 
cuse, and. embarrassingly, 
Pierre Cardin himself, lb join, 
you have to be a) famous, b) 
highl y recommended by other 
members and c) pass a com- 
plicated gastronomic quiz. You 
might, for instance, according 
to the newspaper Le Figaro, be 
asked the following: “You 


leave Paris at 9am to drive to 
Bordeaux. At which starred 
restaurant do you stop for 

lunch?" . ' 

A new question nugni ve. 
“What is wrong with Max- 
im’s?" The Gault Mfllau guide 
says: “The prices are as dup- 
ing as its ambience." Other crit- 
ics complain tb 01 ^°°° ^ 
poor and unadventurous and 
l final insult - the flowers on 
the tables are artificial. 

Tb all this, Mr Cardin re- 
sponded in an interview in Le 
Figaro yesterday that he was in 
the midst of a multi-million 
pound refit of Maxim's. The 
Club des Cent, he said, were 
“marvellous people" but “old 
people". “Maxim's is tomorrow 



Pierre Cardin: Accused of 
neglecting standards 


not yesterday. I don’t just want 
fat bellies in my restaurant 
People come here for one of 
the most beautiful settings in 
the world, not just to stuff 
themselves." 

Aske d what he had done for 
Maxim's, he went ou to confirm 
his critics’ worst suspicions. 
“The former owners, so-called 
professionals, did nothing with 
this name,” he said. “I have cre- 
ated [Maxim’s] cigars, specta- 
cles, saucepans, mineral- 
waters, chocolates, watches, 
truffles, champagne — " 

— John Udtfldd, Paris 
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France puts Muslim militants on trial 
for bombings that killed eight 


Thirty-eight Muslim militants went on tri- 
al in Paris yesterday, accused of providing 
logistical support for a bombing wave in 
France in which eight people died and more 
than 170 were injured. 

The 38 are accused of helping members 
in Belgium and France of one of Algeria's 
most ruthless Islamic rebel groups, the 
Armed Islamic Group (GIA), blamed by 
police for a series of bomb attacks in France 
between July and November 1995. 

The accused face jail terms of up to 10 
years for charges ranging from criminal con- 
spiracy in connection with a terrorist or- 
ganisation and t raffi ckin g in arms and 
identity documents, to violations of immi- 
gration law. The proceedings began with 
shouts by some of the accused that they had 
no hopes of a fair trial. “We have already 
been condemned," some of them yelled. 

Most of those on trial are French-boro 
young men who are the children of immi- 
grants of North African Arab origin. A few 
are Frenchmen of European origin who 
have converted to Islam. One of the accused 
is a 69-year-old woman of dual Fran co- 
Algerian nationality whose son-in-law is also 
on trial. Prosecutors say she lent other de- 
fendants a portable telephone and the use 
of her flat. 

The bombing wave began on 25 July 
1995, with the rush-hour explosion of a gas 
Canister packedwith black powder, nails and 
bolts on a suburban commuter train at the 
St Michel station in the heart of the Paris 
Latin Quarter. Eight-died and nearly 100 
others were wounded in the blast, which 
was followed over the next three months 
height further attacks, two of which fafled 
due to defective fuses. 

The GIA said it staged the attacks, ac- 
cusing France of backing the Algerian au- 
thorities in a war with Islamic rebels which 
began after Algiers cancelled the 1992 geu- 



Passengers lying injured after the 1995 St Michel train bomb Photograph: Reuters 


eral election, which fundamentalist Mus- 
lims were poised to win. At least 65,000 peo- 
ple have died in Algeria in the conflict. 

Another four people were killed and 
dozens more injured in a further bombing 
on the same Paris train tine in December 
2996, but that attack was not included on 
the charge-sheet 

Few of the accused were in custody be- 
fore the trial, and only 35 of the 38 accused 
were in the Paris criminal court for the first 
day of the proceedings. The other three 
charged individuals have never been found 
by police and are being tried in absentia. 

The trial is the first to be held in con- 
nection with the 1995 bombings, although 
none of the defendants is accused of direct 
involvement in the attacks. 

Prosecutors say the accused took orders 
from GIA leader Djamel Zitouni in Alge- 
ria. The say the ringleader of the French 


support group is Ati Touchent, alias Tarek, 
30, who is still sought by police. His 
deputy. Safe Bourada, 27, is to be ques- 
tioned from Tuesday on allegations that he 
recruited young activists for the network. 

These included Khaled Kelkal, whose 
fingerprints were found on a bomb aimed 
at the high-speed Paris-Lyon train, which 
had 800 people on board. The bomb failed 
to go off. Kelkal was shot dead ty police 
in September 1995. 

The prosecution says several of the ac- 
cused were trained by Islamic guerrillas in 
Afghanistan or Bosnia. ’ 

Under the french system, the defen- 
dants are not required to plead guilty or 
not guilty at this stage. But their lawyers 
have argued unsuccessfully that the trial 
should be delayed until those who actual- 
ly placed the bombs are fo rmall y identified. 

— Reuter^ Paris 


Bus drivers strike over urban violence 


Bus crews in Mulhouse, eastern 
France, stopped work yesterday 
in protest against attacks by 
young people in troubled coun- 
cil estates on the edge of the 
town. This was the second strike 
of its kind in a French city in a 
couple of days. 

Crews in Nancy, also in east- 
ern France^ stopped work on 
Saturday. Six young men, in- 
cluding five minors, were for- 
mally accused yesterday of 
attacking two bus-drivers in a 


suburb of the city on Friday 
night. They face charges of 
“gang violence and theft” after 
allegedly menacing one driver 
with baseball bats and throwing 
stones at another. 

The attacks follow a pattern 
of increasing violence in recent 
days in the so-called quartiers 
difficiles - suburbs with large 
concentrations of immigrants 
and unemployment - of sever- 
al large French cities. There 
were near-riots in Lille last 


week. In Mulhouse, three bus- 
es have been attacked by gangs 
of youths in the last three days. 
A bullet was fired right thro ugh 
one vehicle, smashing two win- 
dows and slightly injuring a 
passenger on Friday night; a 
tear-gas grenade was thrown at 
a second bus and a stone at a 
third. There have been 263 
similar incidents in Mulhouse 
since the start of the year. 

Bus crews stopped work in 
protest on Sunday night and 150 


drivers staged a demonstration 
in the town yesterday morning. 

The town ball promised 
them new measures to protect 
buses and their crews, includ- 
ing the hiring of 13 young 
unemployed people. The 
youngsters would be trained as 
“security assistants" by the po- 
lice, the town hall said. Their 
job would be to the “instalLcjihn 
and dialogue" in public- 
transport in the town. . V' 

— John Lichfield 
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Patriarch’s death opens door for dialogue with Castro 


Jorge Mas Canosa, the 
anti-communist leader of 
the Cuban- American 
community in the US, 
died in Miami on Sunday. 
flW Davison asks whether 
this will affect the Cuban 
exiles' stand towards 
Castro’s regime or US 
policy towards Havana. 


He was Fidel Castro’s nemesis, 
the leader of Cuba’s exiles and 
dedicated to the overthrow of 
the island’s Communist leader. 
He had hoped to return to his 
homeland in glory, perhaps to 
become president once Castro 
bad died or been ousted. 

On Sunday, Jorge Mas 
Canosa, founder and chairman 
of the powerful Cuban Ameri- 
can National Foundation 
(CANF) lobby gronp, died in 
Miami without returning to the 
island he fled as a 21-year-old 
in I960. HSs old Communist en- 
emy, now 71, is, of course, very 
much alive and still in control. 

Mas Canosa had arrived 
penniless and buOt a construc- 
tion and co mmunica tions em- 
pire valued in the hundreds of 
millions of pounds. He had 
been ill for almost a year. But 
Ins death still stunned the 2 mil- 
lion Cuban exiles in the US, 
most in the Miami area,- and 
plunged them into mourning. 

The question is will Mas 
Canosa’s hard line against Cas- 
tro prevail among Cuban exiles ? 
Or will the minority moderates 
gain strength in pressing for di- 
alogue with the Cuban leader? 

Mas Canosa’s deputy at the 
CANF, Alberto Hernandez, 
who was his physician, is likely 
to head the organisation as in- 
terim leader until elections are 
held next July. But once the 
mourning is done, Cuban exiles 
are likely to engage in much 
soul-searching. Most still sup- 
port trying to freeze Castro 
from power but they are in- 
creasingly conscious of the fact 

- symbolised by the fact that 
Castro has outlived Mas Canosa 

- that the hard-line policy has 
been unsuccessful. 

Some Cufaan-Americans 
loved Mas Canosa. Most cer- 
tainty approved of his hard-line 
stance, aimed at tightening the 
screws on Castro until he could 
no longer survive. But a grow- 
ing minority had criticised his 
intransigence,. 

Most exiles see no radical 
shift with the ANF founder 
gone. A recent poll showed 
that while the younger genera- 
tion was critical of the hard-line 
stance on cultural ties with 


Cuba, most backed the politi- 
cal hard line, including a con- 
tinued US embargo. Mas 
Canosa tried to prevent Cuban 
musicians from playing here, or 
even Cuban groups' songs from 
being played on radio stations. 
Most younger exQes oppose 
that line. 

Stripped of Mas Canosa’s ag- 
gressiveness, the CANF may 
ea se its campaign against mod- 
erates. Those who have spoken 
out in favour of dialogue with 
Castro have been ostracised, or 
even attacked. A Cuban woman 
lawyer who kissed Castro on the 
cheek at a reception m Havana 
was turned into a pariah by Mas 
Canosa supporters. 

With the community's most 
influential figure gone, the 
moderate voice is Likely to be 
heard. Embodying that voice is 
Ekjy Gutierrez Menoyo, who 
fought as a revolutionary com- 
mander with Castro, was later 
jailed for 22 years for opposing 
Communism and came to the 
US a few years ago. 

Despite his long imprison- 
ment, Mr Gutierrez Menoyo re- 
turned to Havana two years ago I 
to talk to Castro and now, from I 
Miami, pushes dialogue as the I 
best way to edge the communist | 
leader towards democracy. Yes- 
terday he called Mas Canosa a j 
dynamic leader but added , 
pointedly that he would have 
liked to speak to him “in a po- 
litically civilised climate”. 

Mas Canosa’s absence may 
have a major effect in Wash- 
ington. “He was one of die most 
influential lobbyists in the coun- 
try,” a friend who asked not to 
be named said yesterday. “He 
knew everyone, he spoke good 
English, he knew the ins and 
onts on Capitol HrD. Many of 
the others on the CANF simply 
don’t have the English.” 

“Without Jorge’s pressure. 
Bill Clinton would never have 
changed his stance last year on 
the Hehns-Burton bill," he said. 

Mr Clinton had vetoed the 
biU, putting tight restrictions on 
foreign companies dealing with 
Cuba, until Cuban MiG fight- 
ers shot down two light aircraft, 
killing four Cuban exiles, over 
the Florida straits last year. At 
Mas Canosa’s urging, Mr Clin- 
ton decided to back the bilL 

With Mas Canosa gone, 
many non-Cubans in Miami 
predict a backlash against 
Cuban-Americans. They have 
become critical of the preva- 
lence of the Spanish language 
in the Miami area and say 
Cuban exiles enjoy preferential 
treatment in the job market over 
immigrants from other nations 
as well as lifetime residents. 

Obituary, page 19 




LEFT TO FREEZE 

Yordtm, I'A already 
malnourished could <&e 
from cold and hunger 
this winter unless aid 
reaches Mm now. With 
ump amtum 
plummeting to -15”C 
Vardan's scant clothing 
and no shoes offer hbn 
Hale protection from the 
bitter cold and there Is 
no money to heat his 
orphanage There are 
37.000 places to 


No Moisey To Feed The Children 
No Money To Heat The Orphanages 

Bulgaria is a country in the midsr of a 

crisffunless urgent help is sent, thousands of children will 

suffer terribly tins winter. , . 

There is Hnte money to beat the 
Orphanage Directors are having to beg for ftwd tom local 
villages and rarely know where the next meal is coming 
from. In some areas children, like Yonfan, are gang ungiy 
and the cold coaid prove fatal formany drftotott water. 
Without aid this could be catastrophic for Bulgaria s 

Children’s TVust, sister ‘charity of The 
fcdfolheoqteMgammoiticaL 
today wffl s ave fives and bnng hope. 
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A life in exile: The older 
generation have been 
fiercely loyal to Jorge Mas 
Canosa’s hard line against 
Castro, but younger 
Cuban-Americans want at 
least the chance to see the 
island^ musicians perform 
in America. 

Photograph: 

Sytvain Grandadam/Colorifk 
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been forward thinking 
At the moment 
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Netanyahu faces toughest 
fight after best ally quits 


The surprise resignation of 
Avigdor Ueberman, the hitherto 
all-powerful chief of staff of the 
Israeli prime minister, is sending 
shock-waves through the political 
establishment. Patrick Cockbum in 
Jerusalem asks if his departure 
means Mr Netanyahu’s days are 
numbered. 


He boks evil or, at best, menacing. A heavy- 
set Russian immi grant with a black beard, 
full Ups and dark, suspicious eyes, he be- 
came a symbol of what many Israelis dis- 
like about their government. “A dangerous 
and detestable man.” said one IsraeU 
politician who did not want his name 
mentioned. 

Now Avigdor Ueberman, 38, the man 
who made Mr Netanyahu leader of the 
Likud party and then, against the odds, 
prune minister of Israel is gone. On Sun- 
day he surprised the Israeli political world 
by announcing his resignation as director- 
general of the prime minister's office. 

His departure comes in the wake of the 
most damaging crisis to hit Mr Netanyahu 
since be look power and one for which Mr 
Ueberman was blamed. Last week the 
Prime Minister, apparently breaking a 
promise totais ministers, moved to gain con- 
trol of the nomination of Likud party can- 
didates. This threatened the careers of all 
the parly leaders, including cabinet minis- 
ters, who had ever opposed Mr Netanyahu. 



Ueberman; Steered Netanyahu on 
road to the premiership of Israel 

Mr Ueberman took the Name, as he has 
so often done in the past So tijgh tty have 
be and Mr Netanyahu bonded <anra» they 
met in 1987 that nobody quite kno w s where 
Mr Ueberman ends and Mr Netanyahu be- 
gins. Israeli politicians agree Mr Ne- 
tanyahu will be briefy strengthened by 
getting rid of his chief henchman, but they 
wonder it as in the US when President 
Nixon fired Bob Haldeman, his chief of 
staff, JsraeTs political leadership is not be- 
ginning to disintegrate. 

Nobody doubts Mr Ueberman was key 
to the rise of Mr Netanyahu. Born in 
Kishinev, in Moldova, he emigrated to Is- 


rael in 1978 and swiftly gravitated to the 
fax right, befongingto a political chib called 
Castel at Hebrew University. Along with 
Tcadu HanegbL dee present Justice Min- 
ister, he was accused of organising attacks 
on Palestinian students. 

Working as a security guard and, atone 
point, as the bouncer at the university dis- 
co, Mr Ueberman became a minnr force 

withip the Russian immi grant flnmmnni ty. 

In 1987, when he first met Mr Netanyahu, 
then Israeli amb assador at the UN, his ca- 
reer began to flourish. He was the campaign 
manager who got Mr Netanyahu into the 
Knesset in 1988 and organised his bid for 
the leadership of Likud in 1993. 

Mr Netanyahu had all the skills with the 
media but Mr Ueberman was the organ- 
iser of victory. He became dnector-geoeral 
of Likud, reducing its debts by summary fir- 
ings. He kept his nerve after the assassi- 
nation of Yitzhak Rabin, the prime 
minister, in 1995 and saw Mr Netanyahu 
just squeak home in the general election. 
As director-general of the prime minister's 
office Mr Ueberman was held responsible 
for encouraging an atmosphere of paranoia 
and playing on Mr Netanyahu’s deeply sus- 
picious nature. 

He leaves office swearing loyalty to his 
boss. But Mr Netanyahu has shown in the 
past that be has limited time for old sup- 
porters. But the Prime Minister, some of 
whose ministers now believe they must get 
rid of him before he gets rid of them, is now 
facing his toughest fi ght since he took of- 
fice. He soon may wish that he had Mr 
Ueberman by his side. 


Washington tells China not to ease 
the pressure on Saddam 


Tibet team to 
visit Britain 


With discussion on Russia's proposals for 
solving the stand-off with Iraq stalled in the 
UN Security Council, the US is applying 
all its diplomatic leverage to prevent any 
dilution of the responsibilities of Unscom, 
the UN committee set up to oversee the 
disarming of Iraq. 

In Vancouver, where large numbers of 
White House and State Department staff 
have decamped for this week’s Asia-Pacific 
economic summit, the US is using bilater- 
al meetings to press home its view that the 
UN must not bend to Iraqi pressure. 

The US has paid particular attention to 
China, which chairs the UN Security Coun- 
cil until the end of this week. At a meet- 
ing with her Chinese counterpart, Qian 
Qichen. the US Secretary of State, 
Madeleine Albright, said nothing short of 
Iraq's fall compliance with UN resolutions, 
including inspections of all suspected 


weapons facilities, would be acceptable to 
Washington. US offici al s have threatened 
to veto any Security Council derision that 
would weaken the original resolutions. 

Over the weekend, William Cohen, the 
Defense Secretary, cited satellite evidence 
that Iraq was still trying to evade inspections 
and repeated the US view that sanctions can 
not be lifted until Iraq opened all its suspect 
installati ons to inspection. Russia has urged 
that a timetable be set for lifting sanctions 
to offer Iraq Tight at the end of the tunneT. 

China appears to lean to that view. Af- 
ter the Qian-AIbright meeting, Chinese 
sources in Vancouver said Pelting thought 
it important that a channel be kept open 
to Iraq, because “without dialogue there 
can be no co-operation”. 

President Clinton was due to meet the 
Chinese leader, Jiang Zemin, yesterday. 

— Mary Dejevs fcy, Vancouver 


Israelis kill three guerrillas in Lebanon 


Israeli soldiers killed three guerrillas in 
south Lebanon yesterday and Israeli planes 
later raided suspected guerrilla targets, the 
army said. 

“At least three terrorists were killed 
overnight during military activity of an ar- 
moured force near the northern line in the 
Western district of the security zone,” an 
army spokesman said, referring to the bor- 
der strip occupied by Israel The guerril- 
las fired mortars at outposts of the 


Israeli-allied militia, the South Lebanon 
Army (SLA), and at a Lebanese village dur- 
ing the clash, the spokesman said. No Is- 
raelis were killed. 

On Sunday, at least right Lebanese civil- 
ians were killed in an attack which Israel 
blamed on the Shia Muslim Amal move- 
ment on a village in the occupation zone. 
The Amal group denied it was behind the 
attack cm Beit Lif. 

— Reuters, Jerusalem 


is nenriirYjp high -level tM- 
egation from Tibet to London 
next week as part of an in- 
ternational propaganda offen- 
sive timed to coinride with the 
Hollywood film Seven Mars in 
Tibet, which describes Tibet as 
an independent country. 

The Foreign Office appears 
to be insisting that any pro- 
gramme it organises must in- 
dude meetings with Tibet 
human rights lobby groups and 
a group of parliamentarians 
who support the Dalai Tama. 

do have concerns about 
human rights in Tibet,” said a 
Foreign Office spokesman. “So 
we would see this as an oppor- 
tunity for us to express our con- 
cern directly to Raidi." 

Raidi-hejust has this one 
name - is the deputy Commu- 
nist Pally secretary in Tibet, and 
the highest ranking Tibetan 
within the Chinese-run system. 
He will head the seven-person 
delegation to Britain, all but two 
of whom are ethnic Tibetans. 

The visit, from 3-5 Decem- 
ber, will be the first official del- 
egation from inside Tibet since 
1948. Two years later, China in- 
vaded Tibet, eventually forcing 
the Dalai Lama to flee in 
1959. 

— Teresa Poole, Peking 



Transsexual: Dana International who will smg for Israel next year at the Eurovision contest Photograph: Reuters 


Orthodox rabbis in uproar over Israel s 
Eurovision 

In a macho culture like Israel's 
- it is surprising- The IsraeU 
representative at the 1998 Eu- 
rovision song contest in Birm- 
ingham next May will be Dana 
International a transsexual 
who was picked for the role on 
Sunday night 

Having just failed to win the 
nomination last year, she will 
sing a song called “Diva”, 
chosen over 14 other songs 
by a committee nominated 
by the Israeli Broadcasting 
Authority. 

Dana International boro 
Yaren Cohen in Tel Aviv some 
25 years ago, comes from a a 
traditional, working-class 
Yemenite-Jewish background 
and sings in Arabic as well as 
in Hebrew, French and Eng- 
lish. Avoiding conscription 


sex-change diva 


into the army as an open ho- 
mosexual when a teenager, 
Dana had a sex-change oper- 
ation in London in 1993. 

All this is unusual in Israel 
where musical culture is often 
derivative or old-fashioned, 
symbolised by the fact that the 
Eurovision song contest is stiQ 
taken seriously. 

“People in Israel don’t 
know what drag is, they don’t 
know how to appreciate it- it 
is a very primitive country 
sometimes," she told the 
Jerusalem Post. 

The situation is perplexing 
for ultra-Orthodox rabbis who 
denounce ordinary female 
performers and now find Israel 
represented by a transsexual 
One rabbi confused the issue 
further by saying that men 


could attend her live perfor- 
mances- so long as they knew 
Dana was really a man. She 
says she has faced little ha- 
rassment, though there are 
parts of Jerusalem an Tel Aviv 
where a woman with bare 
arms will be spat at. 

Voted female singer of the 
year by listeners to one Israeli 
radio station, Dana’s career 
began seven yearsago after she 
was discovered working in a 
show in Tfel Aviv. 

Some Israeli commenta- 
tors see her success as a gim- 
mick, One record reviewer 
describes Dana's work as 


Others say that a gimmick 
could not have sustained her 
career for so long. 

Danny Fried, manager of 


Army Radio's music depart- 
ment, was quoted, as saying: 
“The kids don’t really care if 
she is aboy or a giri - onfy the 
adults seem hung up on that. 
There is a real thirst for dance 
music among young people in 
Israel in large part because 
they are now exposed to it on 
MTV and the like. The dance 
genre is just developing in Is- 
rael and Dana has made a 
huge impact on it.” 

Most of her songs are in 
Hebrew. However, as a 
Yemenite, she says: “I like to 
sing in Arabic. I tike the lan- 
guage. I like the music. I like 
the instruments.” Her man- 
ager claims that 500,000 cas- 
settes of her music have been 
sold in Cairo alone. 

— Patrick Cockbum, Jerusalem 


The Royal Opera - 2 for I ticket offer 
Save up to £75 


The Independent 
and Independent on 
Sunday are giving 
you the opportunity 
to experience the 
opera. In associar 
tion with The Royal 
Opera we are offer- 
ing you 2 tickets for 
the price of I to the 
Autumn and Wri- 
ter 1997/98 season. 
You can choose to 
see any of three 
productions - The 
Merry Widow, The 
Barber of Seville 
and Paul Bunyan all 
showing at the 
Shaftesbury 
Theatre. 


How to Quality 

For each 2 for I ticket ap- 
plication simply collect 3 
tokens from the Inde- 
pendent and Indepen- 
dent on Sunday (tokens 
wfll be printed every day 
until Friday 28 Novem- 
ber ) and telephone The 
Royal Opera House box 


office on either 0171 304 
4000 or 0171 379 5399 
(lines are open between 
10am and 7pm)identify- 
ing yourself as an Inde- 
pendent reader. If paying 
by credit card you will be 
asked to hand in your to- 
kens when you collect 
your tickets. If paying by 
cheque please enclose 
your three tokens (you 
will be advised of the ad- 
dress when booking). 
You may apply twice for 
the offer, collecting 3 to- 
kens per application. 

Paul 

Bunyan 

Offer available 10 II 13 
15 17 December 
Ticket Prices £4830, 
£39, £36, £32, £18^0 
Paul Bunyan is an Amer- 
ican folk hero of gigan- . 
tic height who became 

the greatest lumberjack 
In histoiy, or so legend 
says. His work sites, and 
his fights, created geo- 
graphical wonders like 
the Grand Canyon and 
the Rockies. 



The Royal Opera 


Bunyan’s adventures 
are an allegory of the de- 
velopment of virgin 
North America in the pi- 
oneer days. 

The 

Barber of 
Seville 

Offer available on 7 10 
12 14 February 
Ticket prices £75, £66, 
£62, £57, £33. 

The Barber of Seville is 
the first modem comic 
opera. Rossini was the 
star composer of an era 
when opera moved one 
of aristocratic codes into 
boulevard theatres. . He 
believed his audiences 
would laugh at whar they 
could recognise. 

In this opera, Rossi- 
ni has all the classic clas- 
sic characters from 
<ywn media deU’arte; who 
have been around bom 


Shakespeare to televi- 
sion sitcom. Rossini's 
music defines all of them 
without caricature and 
makes, them available to 
any age. ' 

The Merry 
Widow 

Offer available 31 De- 
cember 12356789 
id January 

Ticket prices: £65, £58. 
£56, £51, £30. 

Like The Barber of 
Seville, The Merry Wid- 
ow is a first. Most op- 
erettas are about sex and 
money, but few as 
provocativelyas Le bar’s. 
The story takes place in 
embassy aides in turn of 
the century Paris. It dis- 
cusses the affairs of a ro- 
mantic tittle princedom fa 
to rival Rudolf 
Rassendyl's Ruritania in 
The Prisoner of Zen da 
(book and operetta are 


near contemporaries). Its 
music is awash with gor- 
geous tunes - and won- 
derful dances - evoking 
middle-European folk- 
lore, written with the skill 
of a Richard Strauss or 
Puccini (more contem- 
poraries). The very word 
‘operetta’ means es- 
capism - usually. 

But what's best about 
the Widow is its realism. 
Its heroine has been 
married before for all the 
worst reasons - on the re- 
bound from an unhappy 
affair, and for money. Its 
hero met the heroine 
before and rejected her 
for all the worst reasons 
- family pressure, and 
money - and then went 
off on a seriously 
naughty bender in Paris. 
He loves her, but can’t 
bring himself to say it. 
Meanwhile, everyone 
else in sight is bending 
over backwards to be 
unfaithful. It’s realistic. 
It’s funny and it's sad. 
This perfect theatrical 
combination gave Lehar 
a monster hit in Vienna, 
Paris, London and New 
York. 


Terms and Conditions 

To quality for ibe offer appli- 
cants. must collect three dif- 
ferently numbered tokens. 
Tbkens are published every 
day between November 22 
and Ncwember 28, Only the 
tokens printed in The Inde- 
pendent and Independent on 
Sunday ore valid. Photo- 
copies or any other reproduc- 
tions win oot be accepted. 

The offer is Gar 2 rickets far 
the price of 1 for each appli- 
cation. Each set of three to- 
kens collected allows you to 
take advantage of the 2 Cor 1 
offer. The free ticket may 
only have a value equal to or 
tees than (he purchased ticket. 
This offer is only valid for the 
three productions men booed 
above. The Royal Opera 
House standard terms and 
conditions of purchase apply 
to this offer. The offer is suiv 
jed to availability. No cadi 
aftenririveswiU be accepted. 
The promoters are The Intto- 
pendent and 7he Royal 
Opera House. 
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The Royal Opera 


The Merry 
Widow 

Photograph: 
Laurie Lewis 
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‘Mother of the Nation’ linked to a long litany of horror 



Winnie Mandela strode into a 
Johannesburg half yesterday, 
flanked by bodyguards, for a five- 
day hearing on the activities of 
her notorious Mandela United 
football team. She is linked to 
eight murders and an array of 
violent crimes. Mat y Braid watched. 


Most of the time Winnie Mandela looked 
nonchalantly at the witnesses through her 
trademark bejewelled glasses. One murder 
accusation prompted her to laugh out loud. 


t T ~ **“*“^j oaftauiia miu 

jealous attadcs on pregnant love rivals piled 
up m the sweltering room, packed with the 
world’s press, even the ice-cool Mrs Man- 
dela, in her stylish white-and-powder blue 
suit, began to look a little ragged. 

The allegations were not new. For eight 
years the parents of missing township 
teenagers and former members of the “foot- 
ball dub” - bodyguards set up by Mrs Man- 
dela in the late 1980s and who terrorised 
Soweto - have been telling journalists that 
the “Mother of the Nation", though feted 
by the world, was, in fact a crazed, brutal 
murderer. 

Wbat made her appearance a wodd me- 
dia event yesterday was that her accusers 
- ah 34- - were finally gathered together and 
for the first time given official recognition 
though the Truth and Reconciliation Com- 
mission, the body charged with exposing 
atrocities from the apartheid era. 

The hearing was spiced up by the ANCs 
apparent abandonment of the woman 
whose face still adorns the entrance of its 
Johannesburg headquarters and who is still 
president of its Women's League. Last week 
a scathing press article, sanctioned by her 
former husband. President Nelson Man- 
dela, suggested she had at last been hung 
out to dry. 

To cast out the darlin g of the grass roots 
is a risky strategy. Nest month Mrs Man- 
dela runs for the deputy leadership of the 
ANC as her ex-hurixtnd steps down as 
leader. This week may make or break her. 

Anyone else faced with allegations like 
these would quietly retire from public life. 
As the first five accusers gave evidence yes- 
terday in what Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 



the TRC chairman, emphasised was a 
search for truth, not a trial, the re was spec- 
ulation that it could, yet, come to that. Mrs 
Mandela has ignored ANC advice to ask 
for amnesty, which would protect hex 
from future c riminal prosecution. 

The most dramatic testimony yesterday 
came from John Morgan, who claimed to 
have been Mrs Mandela’s driver. He said 
he i saw Mrs Mandela start beating S tom- 
pie Seiper Moeketsi, 14, in her Soweto home 


a few days before he was found on waste- 
land with his throat slit. Mrs Mandela has 
denied any part in his murder. 

Mr Morgan said the boy, suspected of 
being a police spy, was kept at Mrs Man- 
dela’s house for three days and repeated- 
ly assaulted. “When I found him his face 
was as round as a football," he said. “I tried 
to help him drink some coffee and feed him 
some bread" 

But the evidence of former associates 


is often tainted; Mr Morgan was convict- 
ed like Mrs Mandela, of being involved in 
Stompie’s kidnap - and the most compelling 
- and moving - evidence came from par- 
ents with stories that were the stuff of hor- 
ror films, not the proud liberation struggle. 

Nkodemus Sono, who had considered 
Mrs Mandela a friend said that she 
brought his son Lolo to hs house one night 
in November 1988. 

He was lying Needing and bruised in the 


back of a van. Mrs Mandela claimed Lolo 
was a spy. 

“1 have never seen that side of her be- 
fore," said Mr Sono. “She was very ag- 
gressive She said she was taking this dog 
away. The movement would knowwhat to 
do with him. " Mr Sono said he pleaded for 
his son’s life. Lolo was never seen again. 
Mr Sono said the ANC refused to investi- 
gate his son's disappearance. 

As Mrs Mandela formed herself with 


Winnie Mandela and her lawyer, 
tonal Semanya, at yesterday’s 
hearing in Johannesburg. For the first 
time all her accusers were gathered 
together and were for the first time 

given official recognition by the 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. 

photograph: Reuters 

paper and the room began to swelter, Nom- 
sa accused her of murdering her 

son and demanded Mrs Mandela give her 
his remains. She claimed she was terrified 
of Mrs Mandela, who appeared not to mind 
“the right of blood in her house. “We were 
advised not to approach her,” she said. 

“Winnie has bodyguards and ... I was scared 

that the fate that befell my son would be- 
fall us." 

Sees complemented violence. Phunlfle 
Dlamini broke down as she told how Mrs 
Mandela assaulted her in a fit of jealousy 
after finding she was pregnant by Shakes 
(Johannes Thu), a team member with 

whom Mrs Mandela was also sleeping. Ms 
Dlamini said Mrs Mandela attacked her 
with her fists before ordering team mem- 
bers to beat her. The assault lasted five 

hours. She said her chfld- now nine -was 
mentally handicapped as a result. 

Ms Dlamini claimed Mrs Mandela's 
daughter Zinzi persuaded her mother to 
stop the assault. The hearing was told Zinzi 
sit ting behind her mother at the hearing, 
denied this. 

Mrs Mandela is not scheduled to give 
evidence until Friday. But yesterday every- 
one wondered if they were witnessing a po- 
litical beginning or end. Was she finally 
being drummed out by the party? “I do 
hope so," said one ANC stalwart in the ball. 

Thai was made. Outride, her supporters 
were brandishing placards that read “In- 
jury to Winnie Mandela is injury to South 
Africa." 

The Winnie fan club turn-out was pa- 
thetically smalL But those that were there 
were disciples. Rita Koza, of the Soweto 
branch of the ANC Women’s League, said: 
“We in the struggle understand the context 
Winnie was working in. She had to be 
strong. 

“It was a time when we said ‘Let us fight, 
let us die and let us kill if necessary’." 


Star witness claims he saw boy being stabbed 


He was the witness Nelson Mandela fore- 
cast would not dare to return to South 
Africa. The President suggested last week 
that Katiza Cebekhulu was just too flaky 
and unreliable a witness. 

But the diminutive Mr Cebekhulu 
kept his promise to return yesterday rfhis 
safety was guaranteed. Ticked away in the 
far comer of the witness rows, onfy yards 
from Mrs Mandela and her lawyers, it was 
only the presence of his self-styled cham- 
pion, the former Tbiy MP (and now 
baroness) Emma Nicholson, in quiet ca- 
nary yellow, which gave him away. 


It is not as if there is a shortage of in- 
teresting witnesses-in-waiting. One man, 
under prison guard, nursed a small foot- 
ball as he waited for his turn. 

But Mr Cebekhulu is expected to be 
one of this week’s star turns. His story was 
told in Katta ’s Journey, a book by the 
British journalist Fred Bridgland, who was 
m the hkll covering the hearings. It caused 
a sensation in South Africa when it was 
released. In it Mr Cebekhulu claims he saw 
Mis Mandela stab Stompie Seipei Moeket- 
si 14, in the garden of her Soweto home. 
A key witness at the trial at which she was 


convicted of kidnapping the boy, Mr Ce- 
bekhulu disappeared before proceedings 
started. He daims he was spirited out of 
the country by the ANC to save the 
“Mother of the Nation". The book also 
claims that President Mandela arranged 
his disappearance. Lured away, he says, tty 
promises of comfort and education, Mr Ce- 
bekhulu ended up in Zambia, where 
Baroness Nicholson eventually chanced 
upon him lan guishing in a Lusaka jail. 

Mr Cebekhulu, dismissed as a lunatic 
by Mrs Mandela, was granted immunity 
from arrest for the kidnap and assault of 


Stompie so that he could testify this 
week. He is under witness protection and 
foe TRC refuses to discuss his movements 
for security reasons. 

Other witnesses include foe brother of 
Abu Baker Asvat, a doctor murdered dur- 
ing a robbery at his surgery after Stompie’s 
death. Witnesses will say Mrs Mandela 
asked Dr AsvaL, a family friend, to treat 
Stompie and that be refused, insisting the 
bey go to hospital. Dr Asvat’ s killers re- 
cently claimed from prison that they were 
ordered to kill him by Mrs Mandela. 

— Mary Braid 



Katiza, Cebekhulu, who kept his promise to return to testify, at the hearing 
with h» self-styled champion. Baroness Nicholson Photograph: Reuters 
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The Independent and 
Selfridges Food Hall 
Gastronomic Event 

1st December 1997 

7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Is food your passion? The appreciation of good food 
is now very much part of our culture, and to 
celebrate, The Independent and Seffridges have Joined 
forces to create a fabulous event at one of London's 
most prestigious Food Halls. You will have the 

opportunity to sample exotic and unusual culinary 
delights, watch the experts demonstrate their stalls 
and question leading purveyors of the finest foods. 

To secure your Invitation simply IB 1" the coupon below 
enclosing a cheque for £10 per ticket, 
made payable to Sdfndges Led- and send it to: 

•m* independentSeHndges Event", Marketing Services. 
The Independent. 1 9 th Floor. One Canada Square. Canary 
V^tLondon Bi4 SDL You wSI then be sent an 
invitation which you must show on arrival at foe event 

SELFRIDGE 

FOOD H ALL 
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Dost even think about 
calling os into you’ve 
called all tfae rest 
Hat way when we give 
yon a home contents 
and building quote, 
yon can be sure it’s 
the best you’ll get 


THE LAST PEOPLE 
YOU SHOULD PHONE 
FOR A QUOTE. 
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FOR BU1LDINCS A CONTENTS INSURANCE 

FREEPHONE 0800 121 004 ■«' 

pay by INSTALMENTS interest free 

MOTOR 0800 121 000 TRAVEL 0800 121 007 ■ : * d 

REDUNDANCY & SICKNESS 0800 121 008 ■ ^ 
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OPEN 7 DAYS AUEEkSSB *Afl) 0 u ts Urn and Hotsr hBoraim onty. 
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Allied Irish Bank (GB) interest rates, 

Effective from close of business 13 November 1997. 



♦ Gross rate: the interest rate before deduction of lower rate tax. 

♦ Net rate: ' die interest race after deduction of lower rate tax. 

* High Interest Investment Account: interest paid quarterly. 

* TESSAs: rate effective from dose of business 18 November 1997. 
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The day I learnt to just say no 


i 


REVELATIONS 

The times August 19% 

The placer Surrey 
The woman: Ruthie 
Hens hail, star of Chicago 

I can remember the moment I 
finally changed. Somebody 
wanted me to do a press con- 
ference on a Sunday and told 
me ft was rea% important. I had 
just one day oil. My gut was say- 
ing, I don't want to go all the 
way into London and feel 
stressed So I said nicely: “No, 
I'm not going to do that I will 
do it any other day, but not this 
Sunday. My time is my own.” I 
felt fantastic and wanted to 
phone everybody with the news! 

1 had worked continually for 
10 years because I was fright- 
ened to turn anything down. 1 
didn't know hcnv to say no pro- 
fessionally. 1 certainly didn't 
know how to say no in my pri- 
vate life. If someone would ask: 
“Could 1 borrow that really 
lovely designer dress of yours?" 
I would say yes, but Td be think- 
ing: “I don’t want somebody 
else to sweat in my favourite 
dress and 1 certainly don’t want 
canapds down it” 1 was mak- 
ing myself powerless. 

I had a wonderful franco, the 
actor John Gordon Sinclair, and 
the dreams I'd followed since 
I was a little girl had all come 
true. I was doing new shows, 
playing leads and had choice in 
my life. Yet I didn’t tike the way 
1 felt 1 was disappointed with 
myself because 1 didn't feel I 
was living my life for me. I'm 
normally a very happy person 
but there was an aching in my 
souL I was down because when 
I wasn't performing and being 
appreciated by the audience, I 
felt useless. 

So, when 1 finished my stint 
on Oliver! I decided to take 
some time out. 1 told myself 
that I had found love and that 
was more important to me 
than work. Men hadn’t been 
very important to me, but when 
I met Gordie I just knew he was 
the man I wanted to spend the 
rest of my life with. I remem- 
ber clearly the moment that I 
actually fell in love. It was a 
Sunday. 

We had been away from 
each other for just one day, 
we’d been rehearsing all week 
for a musical we were in to- 
gether. He phoned up and left 
a message on my answering ma- 
chine. I was devastated about 
missing him and I thought, 
why am I feeling like this about 
somebody who I'm just work- 
ing with? The next day, he 
turned to me and said; “I miss 


you on Sundays, what’s going 
cm here?” 

I confessed that I didn’t 
know but that I felt the same. 
We had a good cuddle, held 
each other and talked terribly 
honestly about everything. It 
was amazing because normal- 
ly when you’re really attracted 
to someone you can’t be your- 
self because you’re monitoring 
everything you say and worry- 
ing what they will think! It 
might sound very unexciting, 
and I don't mean it (ike that, but 
suddenly 1 felt like I had got a 
pair of old shoes on. It’s really 
bizarre but it just felt so com- 
fortable. It developed slowly 
and our relationship is just 
wonderful. 

Anyway, I promised myself 
that after Otiucrf the next job I 
took would be something I 
wanted so desperately that I bit 
then hand off. Really, I didn’t 
know what I wanted to do 
next 

We got on Gordie’s Harley 
and went on a bit of a biking 
trip. Then I pottered about our 
borne in Surrey and became 
house proud for the first time. 
For nine months J did my own 
thing and I have re admit that 
I was very, very down. 

I needed to learn to be 
happy with my own company, 
which is something I wasn’t 
comfortable with and I’m still 
learning. I had to discover my 
qualities other than what I do 
on stage. I did an art course, be- 
ginners p ainting and drawing, 
at the local Aitnfrtliiiiiriitinii 
classes. It was brottBrafiteveiy 
week when I did something for 
me. The scope of the people 
was incredible - solicitors, 
microbiologists, store detec- 
tives. There was one very spir- 
itual lady and once when I was 
standing by the sink, washing 
my palette, I said, “I hate wash- 
ing up so much.” She replied 
wisely, “I don’t I use it for time 
to t hink. Often you can’t 
change what you haw to do but 
you can change your attitude.” 

Sometimes you don’t un- 
derstand why you’re going 
through a period of being stuck 
and it’s not until afterwards that 
you realise why you needed that 
time. 1 had to find out that al- 
though work is really important, 
what is equally vital is that I’m 
happy off stage and that I give 
myself time. For lOyears, I did 
everything for everybody else 
but hardly anything for myself. 
I’ve tried to get into meditation. 
I manage h occasionally but Tin 
stiB bad at fmding time each day 
when I don’t think I should be 
up to something else. Howev- 
er, I do take a couple of hours 



a week and feel no guilt about 
escaping with a couple of 
books. I’ve learnt that if you find 
yourself saying “I ought" or “I 
should” you're listening to the 
wrong voices in your head. I've 
found extra time because I’ve 
learnt to say no. 

Gordie is very much his own 
person. I’ve watched him doing 
what he wants to do in life and 
nobody hates him for it - they 
actually respect him. You know 
where you stand with him. I'm 
now finding the same skill and 
I'm much happier because I'm 
doing what I want to do rather 
than what other people expect. 

Saying no also means that 
you’re free when something you 
really want to do comes along. 
If I had gone with a particular 


job I was offered I would have 
missed out on my solo sing in g 
tour and Chicago - which is a 
fife-changin g part for me. Fd al- 
ways played the ingdnuc or 
tragedy but comedy is some- 
thing r have loved for years. 
Now I've found the right com- 
ic role, and there’s also great 
dancing . I can show people a 
different side so I'm not pigeon- 
holed. I play a woman who has 
got her name in the papers and 
she might finally get what she’s 
always wanted ~ her own acL 
OK, she bad to shoot somebody 
to do it but, you know what, 
she’s making the best of the sit- 
uation. She's a bit like me. 

Gordie has loved watching 
the show develop. He’s my 
hardest critic and \fon't let me 


off the hook. He told me entire 
opening night how proud he 
was of me. I can’t tell you how 
that made me feeL I didn’t cry 
but I wanted to; when you’re 
growing up you want your par- 
ents* approval and now I real- 
ly want Gordie’s approval 
because 1 admire him so much. 

Before my nine months in 
Surrey I couldn’t be true to my- 
self. Now I have a clearer, 
broader vision of everything I 
want to go travelling, get on the 
Harley Davison and go across 
America. I want to live there for 
a while, too. I would love chil- 
dren, although it doesn’t seem 
likely in the next few years. I do 
feel however, that now I would 
make a good mother. Previously, 
I would have had children to 


love me rather than being ready 
to nurture them. I've realised 
there's more to life than work. 
No man and no job can make 
you happy. You have to make 
yourself happy. I was too busy 
putting od a front and being 
Ruthie the performer to notice 
bow sad I was. I was using all 
these things in my life as a dis- 
traction. My ultimate goal now 
is to feel contented, 1 don't knew 
if I ever W3L Hove what I do with 
a passion. I love Gordie and my 
family deeply, but they can’t sin- 
gle-handedly make me happy - 
that’s up to me. 

Interview by Andrew G Marshall 

* Chicago ’ is al the Adetphi 
Theatre, London WC2 (b ox- 
office 0171-344 005S). 



‘He’s my hardest critic,’ says Ruthie Henshail of her fiance 
john Gordan Sinclair. ‘When you’re growing up you want 
your parents’ approval. And now I really want GordieV 



Win a Christmas Shopping 
Weekend to Calais with 
Copthome Hotels and Le Shuttle 



H 

COPTHORNE 


Make Christmas 

shopping less stressful 
this year by winning a 
luxury weekend break at 
the 3 star Copthome 
Calais Hotel. 

The Hotel is 
conveniently situated by 
the Channel Tunnel 
Terminal and Cite 
Europe shopping 

complex which offers a 
wide choice of 150 
shops and boutiques, 
ideal to finalise your 
Christmas shopping. 

The weekend break 
indudes a two night stay 
in one of the luxury 
Connoisseur rooms, 
with breakfast, a meal for 
two in the hotel 
restaurant and a free 
bottle of champagne to 
celebrate. 

You can also take foU 
advantage of the Hotel s 
excellent health and 
leisure facilities. 


To enter, simply dial the 
number below, and leave 
your answer to the 
following question. 


Q: What is the star 
rating of the Copthome 
Calais? 

0930 563 564 


All Independent readers 
are eligible far a special 
rate of £45 per person far 
an ov e rn i ght break at the 
Copthome Coquelle 
r»hk. Price includes one 
night bed & breakfast & 
return Le Shuttle ticket 
based on two in a car, valid 
until 23/12197. 

To book call Le Shuttle 
Holidays on 0990 353535 
and quote “The 
Independent Promotion”. 
Prices are based on two. 
people sharing a room. A 
limited number of rooms 
are availabte- 
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Even Santa can’t dish 
up a perfect Christmas 


When Operation Yuletide 
swings into action there will 
be plenty of blood, sweat and 
tears, and the children will 
still not be satisfied. 

Diana Appkyard says forget 
The Perfect Home, rope in 
Granny, and follow her tips for 
a breakdown-free Christmas. 


“Jingly bells! Jingly bells!” My four- 
year-old is already working herself up 
into a state of hysteria at the very 
thought of Christmas. She spends all 
our car journeys bouncing up and 
down, yelling out “Wudolf, the wed- 
nosed weindeer” and “We wish you 
a Merry Kwismas” etc, etc. I can tell 
yon, it’s all getting a little hit wearing. 

My nine-year-old spends hours in 
her bedroom, compiling vast Isis for 
Father Christmas which veer from the 
distinctly possible - the new Spice 
Girls album - to the frankly insane, 
ie a new mountain bike with nine- 
speed gears and an Arab pony. As it’s 
stifl only the end of November. 1 can 
see I'm going to have to administer 
Valium by next week and the dawn of 
the Advent Calendar. By Christmas 
Eve they will have self-combusted, 
which will at least save on one lot of 
presents. 

The problem for most parents is 
ffai children have annexed Christmas. 
I can remember a time when Christ- 
mas centred around me and what I 
wanted to do - lots of parties, buying 
new dresses, getting drunk, belting out 
Christmas carols and having tender, 
romantic moments with the One Yon 
Love- Now it’s one long, frantic cbild- 
fesL From the moment they break up 


for the Christmas holidays. Operation 
Yulelide swings into action. Trips 
into heaving dries to spend £20 so they 
get two seconds on a disgruntled San- 
ta’s knee. Excruciating trips to the 
pantomime, when you pray to God 
you won't get picked on by Dick Whit- 
tington’s cat. Christmas Eves spent 
frantically wrapping the presentsyou 
thought would take about two bouts 
and end up taking six. We excelled 
ourselves one year by buying our el- 
dest daughter a doll's house. The box 
looked big enough to contain a house, 
but when we opened it up, just to 
check, out fell a million pieces. “Je- 
. sus wept," said my husband, who’d al- 
ready consumed the best part of half 
a bottle of whisky. At three in the 
morning we were still crouched 
owlishJy over this bloody thing, stick- 
ing miniature flowers on to miniature 
stalks, holding up tiny pieces of plas- 
tic saying “What about this bit?” 

Then there’s ail the martyrdom 
which women do so well. A recent 
survey by the advertising agency J Whi- 
ter Thompson shows women more 
than ever are under pressure to cre- 
ate “The Perfect Lifestyle" for their 
families at Christmas. When ques- 
tioned, SO per cent of men said they 
looked forward to Christinas as a 
“good break". Only 35 per cent of 
women felt the some. What a surprise. 

Most of us go about with a 
pinched, martyred air at Christmas. 
That’s because we have ro do all the 
shopping, all the cooking, all the ar- 
ranging. Then there are all those un- 
speakable magazines which beseech 
you to create “The Perfect Home” at 
Christmas. So instead of propping 
yourself up in front of a film with a 
bottle of Oiardonnay, we’re all sup- 
posed to be in the kitchen making 



marvellous table decorations out of 
some old pine cones, an orange and 
yards of red velvet I can’t even tie a 
bow, and give me a piece of florist's 
wire and I'll show you a severe injury. 

“Of course it's really all for the chil- 
dren,” people say. Well, I have had 
enough. I’ve bad enough of crawling 
downstairs on Christmas morning 
with a hangover to find the children 
diving into huge pQlow cases full of 
presents, while I have to pretend 1 
don't mind that I’ve only got five, and 
two are from the dog. Fm fed up with 
watching Wallace and Gromit when J 
want to watch the film on the other 
side. I'm fed up with spending all 
Christmas Day assembling bikes and 
toys. I’m fed up with spending hun- 
dreds and hundreds of pounds on a 


completely ungrateful family, who end 
up having a massive row because one 
got Barbie’s Bathroom and the oth- 
er one didn’L So this year I am com- 
piling the “Selfish Parents’ Guide to 
Christmas”. It goes as follows: 

• Feel no shame in palming your chil- 
dren off with whoever will have them. 
Let then go and stay at Granny's for 
a week some time over the holidays 
and do not worry they wiD exhaust her. 
Of course they will. 

• Go out for a wonderful, expensive 
meal - and stay the nigbL Pay the babjN 

sitter double to stay on- what the heck. 
This year, on the weekend before, 
we’re going to go to the Feathers at 
Woodstock, which does a perfect line 
in grown-up Christmases, fe lots Of hol- 
ly, champagne - and quieL 


1 ijga| 


• Decorate the house and tree as yoi 
want to. Ban all those paper-chains - 
far too common. Decorate the tbei 
with lots of white bows and whiri 
lights. Chuck out the pink tinsel, thi 
fairy showing her knickers, and air 
decorations your children may havi 
made at schooL 

• Spend as much on yourself as yot 
do on the children. 

• Buy the children everything you wan 
them to have, not what they reaflj 
want, because children have no taste 

• Book yourself into a health farm fo 

the weekend after Christmas. 

• Bribe grandparents or friends tt 
have the children. 

• Am considering draggings my bus 
band off to Hoar Cross Hafl .it 
Staffordshire, because it has a gym aac 
a bar. Perfect. 

• Make your husband cook Christina; 
dmner. It will be good for his.sonl. 

• Shop on your own. Never, nevertrj 

to shop at Christmas with. ,yoiu 
children. - y 

• Make granny, take ibenr to see 
Father Christmas/ Lbe pantomime. 

• Accept in advance that everything 
will go horribly wrong cm Gbpstmas 
Day and you will cay. . I ahWQfS do. 

• Leave “The Perfect .Christinas” to 
those glossy magazines. They didn’t 
make those decorations, yoa dummy, 
they bought them.. . . ' *" '• ' 

• Buy all your footf ready-madd. Self- 
made Christmas, puddings 1 
hell and you’d have to start 

• Buy your children lots an 
videos for Christmas. Stop t 
yourself about whether they 
cationaljy sound. Who cares— 
them quiet for hours while 
eat chocolate and.; read 
books. 

Merry Christmas.. 
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Taking a walk on the wild side of Sicily 




BWiaird Long walks for 

Art. Across the Sahara, 
the Himalayas, the 
Scottish highlands. And 
now the innocent abroad 
has tramped through 
the Mafia-lands of Sicily, 
creating mud drawings 
and stone sculptures, to 
become a local hero. 
Jonathan Jones falls in step. 

We were ooming into Palermo 
from the airport when someone 
pointed out the place where 
Giovanni Falcone was Mown up 
by the Mafia in 1992 for his cam- 
paign against organised crime, 
here on the motorway, beneath 
a looming rocky hillside. Judge 
Falcone's' death has become 
part of the landscape of Sicily. 
The nondescript spot where 
he died has been absorbed into 
the island's mythology along 
with The Godfather, and die lake 
where Persephone was dragged 
down into the Underworld. 
This is the blood-soaked Arca- 
dia into which the artist Richard 
Long walked. 

“Richard's walk actually 
takes him through Cor leone," 
his press agent told me, “but he 
didn't think that should be 
mentioned on the press re- 
lease. 7 ' Richard Long is an un- 
worldly man. Me would never 
contrive a publicity stunt It oc- 
curred to me that for 30 years 
he’s been doing what Samuel L 
Jackson vows to do in Pulp fic- 
tion, just walking the earth hav- 
ing adventures, like in KungFu. 
He looks the part, a tall, gaum 
figure with bushy eyebrows and 
a little round-brimmed sunhat, 
wearing a check shirt and drain- 
pipe jeans, part preacher, part ! 
cowboy. When he works on a 
sculpture, he wears a bandan- 
na depicting the Kyoto rode gar- 
den that expresses his affinity for 
Zen Buddhism. 

“The fact I had a few days 
spare to make a three-day walk 
across Sicily, that by chance 
took me through the epicentre 
of the Mafiawodd, which is Ctor- 
leone - thafs mmpletecoinck 
dence.f^lafiis' Lbi® when I • ■ 
meet up withhim in Palermo. 
“Butsince ryedome to Sicily, it's 
good to use my walking energy 
aixi water energy in the nmd cir- 
cle and ray stone energy.” 













To the Underworld and bade Richard Long puts the finishing touches to his 'Circle of Life* at Spazio Zero, Palermo 


Richard Long’s self-effacing 
art covers vast areas of the plan- 
et He's transformed entire land- 
scapes, including the Sahara, the 
Himalayas and the Scottish high- 
lands, into works by Richard 
Long. Yet only by the luckiest of 
coincidences wffl anyone trav- 
elling in these territories find any 
trace of his passing. l-nqg is in 
a tradition of English explorers, 
laying claim to land on behalf of 
iris disrincdvely English aes- 
thetic, and at the same time dis- 
appearing into the earth he 
walks on. He (old me how he was 
kidnapped, probably by Kurds, 
while walking in eastern Turkey 
and bundled into (he back of a 
truck with animals. He thought 
he was about to be killed. Instead 
be was taken to a village in the 
mountains and fed an enor- 
mous meal while the villagers 
looked cxl Then he was dumped 
at the nearest bus-stop and told 
never to visit that part of die 
world again. Long’s art replaces 
the painted landscapes of 
"Richard Wilson or Constable 
widths own dangerous journeys, 
always with the possibility that 
he won't come back. 

Thames and Hudson have 
just published Long's book, A 


Walk Across England , but I 
caught up with him miles away 
from anything like a launch par- 
ty, working on an exhibition in 
a former aircraft hangar on the 
outskirts of Palermo. T ticked 
the box marked ‘No PuhBdy, " 
he jokes about his reluctance to 
give interviews. He’s not an easy 
man to get close to and, after 
following him around for a 
couple of days, 1 started to feel 
like the stray kitten he allowed 
to clamber about on the sculp- 
ture he was making, tolerated 
and indulged. My first glimpse 
of the inner Long came when 
I watched him dimb a tree. 

We’d just finished lunch in 
Piazza Marina, a Palermo 
square lined with crumbling 
17th-century palaces. Some- 
one suggested coffee but Long 
wanted to be moving. We 
walked across the square and 
Long stopped underneath a 
gjiant, ugly tree. Suddenly he 
climbed on its thick roots and 
clambered Inside a boBow in the 
.trunk, forgetting everything 
else in his single-minded en- 
joyment of nature. Richard 
Long is a wild man, more at 
home in a landscape than 
among people. 


Now 
you see 
them - 
soon you 
probably 
won't 


With Prince Charles and 
Brian Sewell as guest 
curators. The Mall 
Galleries can hardly have 
been aiming for another 
'Sensation’. And no, there 
isn’t a YBA in sight Nor, 
Andrew Lambeth regrets, 
much else to tease The 
Discerning Eye*. 


“The Discerning Eye" is usu- 
ally an open-submission exhi- 
bition selected by six eminent 
individuals: two artists, two 
critics and two collectors. The 
idea is that tbe public uses a 
discerning eye to compare and 
contrast the coming artist with 
the established. By and large, 

the works are small, and there- 
fore affordable, though this is 
by no means always the case. 

The problem with a? large 
mire d exhibitions is the muddle. 


“For me, solitude and in- 
dependence are very energis- 
ing,” he says, when we are 
chatting later in an apartment 
foil of Italian street noises - 
whizzing scooters, honking 
car horns, rows. “It's veiy re- 
laxing and it’s imaginative and 
it's a great state of mind, de- 
spite all tbe hardships and foot 


worship. “There’s a whole his- 
tory of walking,” he reminds 
me, “not only in English culture 
going bade to tbe Romantic po- 
ets - Wordsworth was a great 
walker, and Coleridge - but in 
most cultures of tbe world." Yet 
no one has done H. quite like 
Richard Long Tm proud of 
the fact that when I made my 


‘It's about the immediate physical 
engagement with the world, whether 
it’s the size of a country or the 
size of a stone’ 


soreness and wind and rain 
and all the stuff you get on any 
walk.” Tbe perfect moment on 
a walk, the revelation he 
searches for, is that sense of 
“being one-to-one” with a 
landscape, “so there’s no in- 
termediary stuff like using 
machines or social company. 
It’s a kind of purity.” 

Richard Long is not the 
first person to associate walk- 
ing with solitude and nature- 


first 10-mile straight line across 
Exmoor, no one had made a 
walk like that in the histoiy of 
culture. I’ve been able to invent 
a completely new way to make 
walking into art.” 

Long's way of walking be- 
long to the late Sixties. His gen- 
eration rejected Pop art and its 
celebration of the consumer 
society. They chose instead to 
go “underground”, as he puts it, 
and rethink the nature of art Tt 


Perhaps tbe visitor gravitates to 
the selector whose name he 
knows best or whose work he 
most sympathises with, or per- 
haps admires. This might be 
Prince diaries or Brian SewdL 
Again, it might not The selec- 
tor best off in this show is the 
painter Michael Reynolds. Not 
only is his own work substan- 
tially represented in Brian 
SewelTs selection, but he has a 
separate room in which to hang 
his choke. 7b find it, enter the 
Mall Galleries by the front 
door, and go down the stains to 
tbe right. There yew. will find the 
hkes of Leonard McComb de- 
picting a group of green and 
orange ridgy tomatoes; or 
George Rowlett lovingly lash- 
ing ou the impasto to capture 
tbe East Kent countryside; or 
Jenny Durrani weaving inven- 
tive patterns of rich colour. 

Continuing at sob-ground 
level, the 'visitor may pass 
through into the mam gallery . 



Brian 

Sewell’s 

choice: 

Igor 

Kufayev’s 
“Soon Is 
Full Moon’ 


There he orsbe wfli encounter 
the other artist-selector, Ray 
Richardson. This body of work 
is altogether more tricksy and 
sophisticated, wreathed in 
modernist references and 
knowing allusions. Note the 
fixux-naftretd of Simon Laurie, 
aping the real naivety of Alfred 

Wallis. Or the Bill Jacklin 


crowd-scene take-offs by 
Jonathan Huxley. Veteran ab- 
stract painter Bert Irvin con- 
tributes two works that look as 
fresh and joyful as ever. 

Further along, the collector 
AN Solomons reasserts tradi- 
tional painterly portraits, stfll- 
lives and landscapes that are 
competent but largely unin- 


spired. The exception is a bright 
interior landscape by Qus Cum- 
mins, a table-lop strewn with 
things: a reel, a cylinder, cubes 
- all sharp colour-accents and 
mysterious kmg shadows. 

The other collector is HRH 
the Prince of Wales, whose 
choke inclines rather towards 
tbe quirky than tbe controver- 
sial. Light-filled landscapes are 
evidently a favourite, such as 
Norman Sayie’s brisk water- 
colour of a house in Menorca. 
A more evanescent mood is 
caught by Sarah Armstrong 
Jones, cousin to the Prince, and 
a waterex^ourist of quiet but au- 
thoritative atmospheres. By 
contrast, three brightly-pat- 
terned, almost Islamic, paintings 
by Kate Montgomery stand 
out cm this predominantly well- 
behaved and low-key walL 

From there to the critic Su- 
san Moore’s choice. Harriet 
Mena Hill, one of our better 
younger painters, is weli-rep- 
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was a very imaginative, idealis- 
tic time,” Long tells me, “that’s 
just a fact. It's that moment in 
histoiy when tbe whole lan- 
guage of art could be re invent- 
ed, and it was reinvented 
through Conceptual art. Mini- 
mal art. Performance art. Land 
art.” He started making walks 
when be was a student at St 
Martin’s in 1967 and 1968; 
these works instantly made 
sense in tbe donate of Con- 
ceptualism. Yet he’d been do- 
ing much the same thing all his 
fife, almost compulsively, before 
be knew anything about the in- 
ternational avant-garde. If s not 
insulting Richard Long to call 
him a naive artist “There was 
never a point where I became 
an artist When I was a young 
kid, I was always drawing and 
painting all over my bedroom 
walls -I used to make mud pies 
and stuff. Art keeps me in 
touch with my childhood. I still 
skim stones across riveis, and 
the great thing is I’ve been 
able to use it to make art.” 

Only an innocent would plan 
a walk from Palermo on the 
north coast of Sicily to Agri- 
gento on the south coast with- 
out considering that it would 


take him through the Mafia's 
heartland. Long doesn’t do re- 
search; he seems to avoid read- 
ing guide books or histories of 
the regions he vists. He tells me 
he didn’t know Sicily bad an- 
cient Greek rules until he got 
there. “All my work is about 
making my own history in the 
landscape," be says. A detailed 
knowledge of Sicily’s 
labyrinthine past, from the 
Cyclops' cave to the anesi of 
Mafia capo di tuai capi Salva- 
tore Riina in Corleone in 1993, 
might get in tbe way of con- 
fronting the landscape directly. 
“Ifs about feat immediate pbys- 
ical engagement with tbe world, 
whether ifs the size of a coun- 
try or the size of a stone.” 

This direct physical en- 
gagement with the world, pre- 
cisely because it frees Long 
from ready-made expectations, 
unlocks the poetry of land- 
scape in unsettling ways. One 
of his heroes is John Cage 
and. like Cage, he’s fascinated 
by the muse of chance. His 
walk from Palermo to Agri- 
geuto tapped all kinds of his- 
torical and mythic substrata. He 
filled his bottle with water from 
a cemetery tap at Piana degti 


Albanes, near the mountain 
pass where Salvatore Giuliano 
massacred Communist sympa- 
thisers on Mafia orders on 
May Day, 1947. He was men- 
aced by a pack of wfld dogs be- 
tween here and Corleone. In 

tbe notorious Mafia town itself, 

be was watched by groups of 
men sitting conspira tonally. 
The very movement of Long’s 
walk from north to south - 
downwards, from the top to the 
bottom - conjures a descent 
into the Underworld that, in an- 
cient myth, lies beneath Sicily. 

Long evoked the mouth of 
the Underworld again when he 
painted a gaping black circle, 19 
metres in diameter, on the 
floor of Spazio Zero, the art 
space in Palermo where he 
currently has an exhibition. 
Long’s gallery works, his stone 
sculptures and mud drawings, 
imitate the scale and power of 

landscape. He Hack bole on the 

ground was an abyss, a void, the 
way to Hades. I watch him as 
be throws mud from a bucket 
to cover up this darkness. 

“Sicily is promoting culture 
as the antidote to its Mafia his- 
tory,” be tells me, “which is 
great." He's become a hero to 
Sicilians. He was invited to the 
island for Palermo’s Festival of 
the Twentieth Century along 
with Peter Greenaway and 
Harold Pinter. Their work 
went down well but Long was 
undoubtedly the star; we went 
to a restaurant one night and 
be was feted by the manage- 
ment while Pinter waited for a 
table. Sicilians responded with 
such intensity because Long’s 
art has direct significance for 
an island desperate to cleanse 
the blood from its landscape. 
He is helping Sicily to exorcise 
its demons, simply by going for 
a walk across a landscape that 
still frightens foreigners and lo- 
cals alike with stories of kid- 
nappings and murder. For 
Richard Long, this was just an- 
other adventure on his journey. 
He's been walking all his life 
and he shows no sign of slow- 
ing down, of hanging up his 
boots and staying at home in 
Bristol. Perhaps one day he'U 
just vanish down the road. 
Exhibition: Spado Zero, Palermo. 
Sicily (0039 91 7434341) to 15 
January 1998. Book ‘A Walk 
Across England' published by 
Thames and Hudson, £1899 


resented with three paintings. 
Tfro feature evocative cell- 
like structures resembling the 
pattern of dry-stone walls and 
fields seen from the air, aQ dark 
and bright- The third is of a 
triple archway with dlamond- 
palterned floor and holy water 
stoup. Among Moore’s choic- 
es are also old favourites such 
as Leonard Rosa man and Nor- 
man Blarney, and the halluci- 
natory realism of Alan Robb’s 
painting, Auchmiihie stones 
and bladderwrack. 

If you follow this route 
through the exhibition, it ends 
with a bang - Brian SewelTs 
choice. Typically, Sewell flouts 
the rules and has invited six 
artists to submit. A group of 
works by each of them is hung 
with otter individual items tak- 
en from the public send- in. 
Thus there are 10 dark Goya- 
esque paintings by Ansel Kiut, 
and a dozen orangey-brown 
mythic nudes by Igor Kufayev, 


in which Hank Dobson meets 
MailloL The sculpture dotted 
throughout tbe exhib ition is 
generally appalliug, and Sewell's 
choice is no exception. The 
best things in this section are un- 
doubtedly the dozen paintings 
ty Peter Spens - landscapes of 
real accomplishment. 

Prince Charles himself has 
said he found fascinating tbe fact 
that so many of the artists he’d 
chosen had never been heard of 
nor even been to art school. 
While not for a moment wish- 
ing to deprive them of their 15 
minutes of glory, the reason that 
so many are - and will re main 
- obscure, is that they win nev- 
er produce anything to change 
the course of art. However 
charming, these exhibits could 
scarcely be called eartb-shat- 
tering. Nor inventive. Nor chal- 
lenging. They are in feet for too 
easy on the eye. 

At The Mall Galleries, London 
SW1, to 30 Nov 
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18/HEALTH 


*1 have to get this down on paper .. 
it will be too bloody scary later on’ 
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Cheated out of 30 years or more: Barbara Birchall with her grandchild and the letter she wrote about the horror of unknowingly carrying her own death sentence 


This is the letter 
Barbara Birchall, 56, 
wrote from her adoptive 
home in Australia to her 
family in Lancashire. She 
had just been told she 
had mesothelioma, 
caused by working with 
blue asbestos more than 
30 years previously, and 
had only a year to live. 
Last Wednesday, aided 
by the Oldham solicitor 
John Pickering, she won 
£110,000 damages from 
her erstwhile employers. 
But her health is sadly 
and irreversibly foiling. 

June-Jtdy 1997 
Dear Family, 

Hi, this letter will be mixed up 
more than usual. I daren’t let 
ray thoughts connect. It's all 
happened so fast. Can’t believe 
it, really. Our Michael says he 
feels like a mushroom kept in 
the dark, but so do John and I. 

Hew can I have this big hand 
nasty inside me all this time and 
not know. V&s all mystery pains 
this? 1 thought it was just me. 
How can a thing creep, grow so 
silently, wrap itself around you. 
take control over your lung. 
Then, when it’s stronger than 
you, and only then, it gives you 
hard pain that never goes away. 


to say. I'm in control now. 

What a bastard - fresh, grit- 
ty, sticky, fluffy blue asbestos sits 
there ail so quietly for around 
30 years then says, here lam- 
nasty, strong and deadly. 

I have to get this down on 
paper while my mind is in 
shock. It wfll be too bloody scaiy 
later on. I need something to 
fight with to make me strong 
again. I’m just not ready to give 
up. I like living, even though we 
arc still in this very bad patch. 

John and I are nearly there. 
We have worked so hard. John 
has done this wonderful bath- 
room and kitchen all by himself, 
made that wonderful garden 
from the tip. And he is in poor 
health himself. Thank God I 
know and feel God inside me, 
I really need him now. But in 
this world, bad man wins. 

I fell over a piece of string 

outside of Safeway and thought 
1 had pulled my shoulder; not 
a mark on me. That was 9 May. 
Three weeks later the pain just 
won’t move. Funny this, I 
thought, and went to the doc- 
tor. My doctor had moved so I 
had to find a new one, other- 
wise maybe J would have gone 
sooner. But it would have made 
no difference. Asbestos hides 
for years,- then, wham! 

Doctor sent me for X-rays, 
19 June, something there, don't 
know whaL Sent for cat-scan for 
better check, 27 June. 

Monday 30 June, 6.30pm. I 
went to see this lady surgeon. 


Walked into her office, she 
came in behind us, we all sat 
down. I got a form to fill in. She 
said she would explain my cat- 
scan. step by step. She put it up 
under the light and the horror 
was there before your eyes. I 
said, “How can you help me?” 
She gave me a special look and 
said, gsntfy. “It’s too late foryou, 
my dear." I heard John gasp and 

nearly double over. So I said, 
“Can’t you cut the whole lung 
away?" She said, “No. my dear, 
it’s come through your ribs. 
That’swfayyou have pain all the 
time." So I said, “Cut ali the ribs 
away." She said, “One cannot 
live without ribs.” All I could 
think of at that moment was 
thank God I Eke her. I could not 
have borne it if I didn’t like the 
person who said that to me. 

Wsgot up and left the office. 
Someone was waiting for her 
outside. I squeezed her band in 
passing. We got to the car and 
John broke down. I am just 
numb. We had to go for a little 
walk so he could pull himself to- 
gether to drive us home. 

I have to tell my children and 
my parents who are both alive, 
in their eighties (I come from a 
good stock), that I have been 
cheated out of 30 or more years. 

That's thanks to you, Turn- 
er Brothers. We worked foryou 
in the fluffy blue snow. You nev- 
er said it got on your lungs and 
just lay there for 20 to 30 years. 
You knew something because 
you gave us all those X-rays ear- 


ly on. But no masks, as we had 
to spit on our fingers to make 
it stick quick. We were on 
piecework, remember. I damn 
you and blue asbestos as it 
grows like buggery in me. 

f went to work at Turner 
Brothers in my 17th year, 1958. 
1 went there to find work as it 
was nearer to my home. 

By September 1962 I felt I 
had had enough of working not 
by fair rules. To send out good 
work you need good material, 
that meant good rolls off the 
card machines. Between good 
work and bad is a big difference. 
A gpod roil will ran nearly all the 
way through without a break. 

I was a quiet girl and a good 
worker. The woman on the 
frames in front of me was a 
shocking, poor spinner and 
was getting all the best stuff by 
bribery. This went on a lot I felt 
the bosses knew this but did 
nothing. This work practice 
got to me so much I couldn't 
take it any more. One Thurs- 
day morning I went for a fresh 
job without tellinganyone. I got 
taken on at a catalogue firm. 
Went into work after lunch, 
went on to my frames and 
started work as usual. The 
leading hand came over and 
said, “Bill the boss wants to see 
you in his office.” So off I went 

Bill said, “Where the hell 
have you been?” Then I felt all 
the rage come pouring out First 
I said, “It's all right foryou, sat 
on your arse in this office while 


we work our guts out, getting 
ail the shit while the shabby 
workers get the best All them 
backhands and foul play, its just 
not bloody right." 

So my boss said, “OK, so give 
me some names” Laughing, I 
said, “No names, I don’t snitch. 
You know who it is all right” 1 
could not stop once I got start- 
ed, waving my arms around and 
shouting. I left work the next day 
as it was Friday. 

Gritty, sticky blue asbestos. 

Three months later, I went 
back for my job, I sat in this 
empty room waiting for Bill, 
feeling a fool as the other job 
I got was only for the Christmas 
rush, and he knew. When he 
saw me, be said, “You have a 
bloody nerve coming here. 
What do you want?” 

I said, “My old job back. I’m 
one of your best workers and 
you know it I need a job and 
you need me." I won’t repeat 
what he said. I waited for near- 
ly 20 minutes then he came 
back and said, “OK.” 

When I started back I was 
pleased to find all the runners 
got moved around week to 
week. That meant all the good 
work got shared out now. It had 
helped to stop all that bribety, 
so he’d listened to me. 

Next Bill said he had got 
some special stuff for me to spin. 
They had just got a load in from 
Rhodesia. Blue asbestos, not 
white, more sticky, much 
stronger and tougher. 1 worked 


on this a couple of years then 
left affifti to have my babies. 

Further down the track I 
went back to work with the blue 
asbestos on the so-called leisure 
shift, 5 till 9pm. 

We hit a bad spell in our lives 
so we decided to emigrate to 
Australia as we couldn’t man- 
age any more as things were. 

The rest is history. Never 
dreamt I would be bringing the 
blue asbestos with me inside my 
body to give roe pain and hor- 
ror 30 odd years down the track. 

Why n-ere we not told, about 
this? Why! Damn you Turner 
Brothers and NPLC as you are 
now called. 

Now I know thai I have blue 
asbestos mesothelioma and 
have read up all lean on it. The 
future seems so hopeless some- 
times. It scares me so much - 
the pain I have already is noth- 
ing to what I can expect. 

I have just been for 12 treat- 
ments of radiotherapy and it’s 
a scary feeling. The side effects 
and the misery and suffering one 
gets just from this is not wbat I 
expected. Bull shall not give up 
without a fight, even if it takes 
aU the strength I have. I just wish 
I could take the horror out of 
my mind as I cannot stop think- 
ing about it and neither can my 
husband and family. 

You also lose some of your 
friends as they don't know bow 
to act around you and you feel 
so full of pain and anguish. Not 
a nice way to live, is it? 


Lice, 
damned 
lice and 
statistics 

Herbal remedies are 
increasingly popular in 
the treatment of head 
lice, but are they any 
more effective, or safer, 
than the conventional 
cures, asks Orerrifl Hicks 


HOME TRIAL 
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Herbal remedies for head lice are fast 
becoming popular. Oils such as rose- 
mary, tea tree and lavender are catch- 
ing on among the trendier middle 

classes, concerned over the posable side- 

effects of insecticides found in some 
head lice lotions sold over the counter. 

But some doctors are growing 
anxious about this trend, pointing out 
that herbal remedies, too, can have ad- 
verse effects. 

John Simpson, chair of a national 
working party on head lice, says that 
none of the herbal remedies has been 
tested in clinical trials and that 
concentrated or essential oils could have 
toxic side-effects. “Rosemary is al- 
ready known to trigger uterine con- 
tractions and miscarriage,” he points 
out. “Just because something is natur- 
al doesn’t necessarily mean it is safe. 
These oils are used in high concentra- 
tions, and we don’t know enough about 
their toxicity.” 

Christine Steward, president of the 
National Institute of Medical Herbal- 
ists, is scathing in her response. “It s a 
joke, when you consider that they are 
putting pesticides on chfldren’s heads," 
she says. 

Ms Steward, who favours a mix of 
rosemary, lavender, eucalyptus and 
geranium oils for head lice, concedes 
that essential oils should always be 
diluted rather than used ueat on the 


skin because some are irritants. Nor 
should more powerful oils such as 
thyme be used. 

“You have to be careful what you 
are doing, but used properly the oils 
are fine," she says. “I know there have 



Nrt-pkJring; some people still prefer 
old-fashioned head Bee cures 


been no clinical trials, but many of 
these oils are known to have anti- 
microbial properties." 

Rinang a child's hair in rosemary tea 
will also deter lice from crossing from 
one head to another, she adds. 

So what should parents do if they sus- 


pect an infestation? Fust, relax: head lice 
rarely cause serious health problems, 
although they can itch horribly. And 
forget about any social stigma associated 
with poor hygiene: lice have no prefer- 
ence for either clean or dirty hair. 

For a firm diagnosis, comb wet hair 
with a fine-tooth comb, working care- 
fully downwards from the top of the 
head and round. The presence of a live 
louse - colour grey-brown, and about 
the size of a sesame seed - is unmis- 
takable; nits (the dead egg cases, which 
go white after hatching) are noL 

There is more than one treatment 
option. Chemical head lice lotions, 
available in chemists, contain either 
malathion, an organophosphate, car- 
baryi (now regarded as a potential hu- 
man carcinogen, and available on 
prescription only) or pyrethroids such 
as permethrin. All these have been 
shown to be effective in clinical trials, 
although resistance can build up; two ap- 
plications are usually needed, one week 
apart, to allow for any unhatebed lice. 

But could they be tone? Among 
formers, organopbosphafes have been 
linked to symptoms such as chronic 
fatigue, memory loss and flu-like symp- 
toms such as sweating and dizziness. 
Research has also shown, rather alarm- 
ingly, that if a child is treated with 0L5 
per cent malathion lotion - the normal 
solution - the amount absorbed is 


above that absorbed by protected 
insecticide workers. 

However, this is still well below 
acute toxicity levels, and malathion is 
quickly metabolised by the liver and ex- 
creted in the urine. Reassuringly, trials 
on adult volunteers of a single applica- 
tion 10 times normal strength did not 
cause any adverse effects. 

The risks associated with the rec- 
ommended dose of malathion are 
thought to be very low. More worrying 
is when parents continually Ueat their 
children with insecticides, or use them 
at intervals of less than a week, which 
can increase the risk of side-effects. 

Those who opt for a herbal treatment 
should dilute it in a carrier oil such as 
sunflower or almond oiL rather than use 
it direct on to the skin. The solution 
should be rubbed into dry hair and the 
head towel-wrapped for an hour, before 
washing out 

A third method of eliminatin g head 
lice is known to have absolutely no ride- 
effects. Called “bug busting", it in- 
volves using shampoo, conditioner, a 
special comb - and a fair amount of 
patience- to break the life cycle of the 
iioe. Although there have been no tri- 
als of this method, many have report- 
ed success. Treatment packs are 
available from chemists; or ring 
Co mmuni ty Hygiene Concern on 0181- 
341 7167 for more details. 





DR PHIL 
HAMMOND 


What’s going 
on? I’ve got a 

friend with 
kidney failure 
who decided 
he didn’t 
want a 
transplant ... 



When I was training to be a 

GP, I changed a patient's 
tablets to a better brand. 
Well, they were cheaper. But 

H was the same generic drug, 

and the tablets were the 
same colour and shape. He 
came back a few days later. 
“Doctor, those tablets you 
gave me weren’t the same.” 

“What do you mean?" “Wfefl. 

the first lot sank when I 
threw them down the toilet, 
and these ones floated.” 

It came as quite a shock 
at the time. But I consoled 
myself that he was a rare ec- 
centric, and that the vast 
majority of my flock fol- 
lowed the doctor’s orders. In 
fact, for chronic Alnesses, 
the best estimate is that only 
half of all patients take their 
medicines in sufficient doses 
for them to be therapeut- 
ically effective -even for po- 
tentially life-threatening 
diabetes, epilepsy, asthma, 
leukaemia and high blood 
pressure. Indeed, according 
to one study, failure to take 

immunosuppressive med- 
ication is the commonest 
cause of kidney transplant 
failure. The costs of “non- 
compliance” in unnecessary 
disease, premature death 
and a waste of scarce health 
resources is staggering. 

So what’s going on? I’ve 
got a friend with kidney fail- 
ure who decided not to go on 
the waiting-list for a trans- 
plant “I looked into the 
side-effects of the drugs I'd 
have to take and decided it 
wasn't for me. Basically, the 
immune system of the rest of 
your body is completely clob- 
bered to stop this foreign kid- 
neybeing rejected. You feel 
like shit and you pick up 
every bug going. I see people 
on dialysis whose kidney 
transplants have failed, and 
I'm sure no one explained to 
them how horrible the drugs 
would be. It doesn't surprise 
me they don’t take them." 

Mark prefers to have dial- 
ysis, but even then he won't 
accept the whole package. 
“I'm supposed to have it 
three times a week, but 
sometimes I’ll just do it 
twice. Other patients are on 
12 different types of drugs to 
keep them going - they come 
in with bloody great carrier 
bags full of the things, and 
they look like death. Then 
the staff do blood tests and 
say things like: “Ota, your 
phosphate's really good", as 
if that’s supposed to make up 
for it They're so obsessed 
with their blood tests, they 
can't see the whole patient. 




Mark takes only one of 
the many drugs h®’ 8 been 

prescribed (“eiythropoetin - 

the expensive one. I tried 
without it and my haemo- . 
globin went down to seven) 
Sid he lets the staff take .. 
blood off him only once 
every three months. He ig- 
nores much of his strict diet 
and often trebles his daily 
750ml fluid allowance. “Tty : 
limiting yourself to that. It’s 
purgatory.” He says he looks 

and feels better than anyone 

else in the unit “You’d think 
the doctors would be inter- 
ested in bow I manage it but 

they just get anxious and bol- 
shie if you don’t do it then- 
way. When I first had dialy- 
sis, the nurse tried to add he- 
parin to the blood to thin it 
But Td read that if you have . 
heparin over a long period it 
increases your risk of osteo- 
porosis. So I refused it She 
got in a flap about how my 
Mood would dog up the ma- 
chine, so I had to be veiy firm 
with her. And did my blood 
dot? That's because I eat a 
healthy diet drink what I 
want and don’t stuff myself 
with their drug?.” 

A few years ago, non- 
compliance meant that you 
couldn’t open the child-proof 
container (or conldn’t find a 
child to do it for you), you 
couldn’t afford to pickup the 
prescription, you couldn’t 
remember to take it four 
times a day on a full stomach 
but avoiding dairy products 
or you found the side-effects 
so unpleasant that you re- 
turned apologetically to the 
doctor as if it was somehow 
your fault. True, there were 
always some patients 'who 
couldn't be arsed to do what 
they were told, but usually 
they wouldn't bother going to 
the doctor in the first place. 

Mark, however, repre- 
sents a new breed of patient 
wiling to gather information 
about his treatment options 
and challenge the estab- 
lished wisdom of medicine 
from a position of strength. 
His arguments are part sci- 
ence, part belief mid part 
bloody-mindedness, but it’s 
sad that so many doctors 
should find this approach ir- 
ritating and threatening. 
Why should you do what we 
tell you? “Doctor knows 
best” doesn't work any more. 
“Doctor and patient listen to 
each other, acknowledge 
each other’s beliefs and feel- 
ings, negotiate a plan of ac- 
tion and monitor it together” 
isn’t so catchy, but it’s the 
only way forward. 
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John Elwyn 


John Bwyn Davies (John 
Elwyn), painter: bom Adpar, 
Cardiganshire 20 November 
1 1916; married 1970 Gillian 
BoUei'wurUi, tied 
Southa mp ton 13 November 
1997.' 


If Kyffin Williams is the most 
distinguished living painty D f 
the suhlimely ragged bat large- 
ly depopulated moun tains 0 f 
north Wiles, it is the work of 
John Elwyn which most vivid- 
ly celebrates the gentler hill* 
and convivial people, of the 
. rural west 

.He was a popular painter in 
“ v the best sense: his canvases are 
bought for private homes as of- 
ten as by public institutions, in 
both his native ccmntiy and fur- 
ther afield. They are, for the 
most part, landscapes inspired 
by tiiegenius loci of the villages, 
orchards, lanes, farmyards and 
chapels of the south Cardigan- 
shire countryside which be 
knew and loved, despite his long 
residence in southern England, 
and portraits of the people 
from among whom he had 
sprung. Retrospective, nostal- 
gic even, and often anecdotal 
and unashamedly emotive, they 
are also “landscapes of the 
, mind” which seem to evoke the 
m green area dies in which so 
many Welsh people, however 
long they may have been ur- 
banised, have their family roots. 

He was bom John Elwyn 
Davies at Emlyn Mill in the 
small village of Adpar, a 
staunchly Welsh-speaking, 
Nonconformist community 
consisting mostly of farmers, 
weavers and craftsmen, across 
the river Tfeifi - which is the 
county boundary hereabouts - 
from the market-town of New- 
castle Emlyn in the old county 
of Carmarthen. 

Many of his paintings draw 
on a happy childhood which 
shaped him as both man and 
artist He never forgot his 
lljPVelsh, inheriting from hisfa- 
ther, who was something of a 
local poet, a deHght in language 
and story-telling which served 
him in good stead when, in lat- 
er life, he was introduced to a 
rirde of Welsh writers who in- 
cluded Giyn- Jones, John Or- 
mond and Leslie Nanis, whose 
portraits he painted. 

After spending two years at 





the Carmarthen School of Art, 
he went on to the West of Eng- 
land College of Art in Bristol, 
where he was awarded an Ex- 
hibition tenable at the Royal 
College of Ait in London. In has 
first year there he studied ar- 
chitectural drawing, still-life 
painting and life-drawing, and 
enrolled in an evening class at 
the London College of Printing 
in order to learn engraving. 

His facility for figure draw- 
ing attracted the attention of 
Gilbert Spencer, the Professor 
of Painting, who described the 
young Welshman as one of the 
best students he had ever had 
the good fortune to teach. One 
of the influences on Elwyn at 
this time was the Euston Road 
School of painters; he was also 
deeply impressed by the 
Cjfaanne centenary exhibition 
of 1939. 

His studies were interrupt- 
ed by the outbreak of war lat- 
er that year when the Royal 
College moved to the Lake Dis- 
tricL Having already registered 
as a conscientious objector, he 
was directed to work in forestry 
above POnt-rhyd-y-fen in the 
Afan Valley, where he re- 
mained for four years, painting 
a scarred industrial district 
dominated by the steelworks 
of Port Talbot in a Neo- 
Romantic style which owed a 
good deal to English artists such 
as Michael Ayrton and Graham 
Sutherland. It was not until 
1947 that he was able to resume 
his studies at the Royal College. 

Prom 194$ to 1953 Elwyn 
taught at the College of Art in 
Portsmouth. His first London 
exhibition was held at the Paul 
Alexander Gallery in 1949 and 
it was at about this time that lie 
began making engravings for 
Radio Times. Encouraged by 
Winifred Coombe-lfeimant, a 
wealthy landowner and gener- 
ous' patron of young Welsh 
artists, to paint what he knew 
most about, he now returned in 
his imagination to his halcyon 
childhood in Cardiganshir e, 
finding in it the subject-matt et 
which he was to spend the rest 
of his career exploring. 

When questioned about his 
passionate interest in form, 
bam, meadow, hedgerow, stone 
wall, mart and chapk, he would 
often quote Benjamin Britten: 
“The important things are the 
local things.” For Elwyn, his na- 



The important things are the load things’: Etwyn’s Carmarthenshire Green, 1957 


five patch was as inspirational 
as Suffolk had been to Con- 
stable or Cookham to Stanley 
Spencer. 

Nevertheless, John Elwyn’s 
vision was universal in its af- 
fectionate, though sometimes 
mischievous evocation of an es- 
sentially rural society which 
seemed timeless in its close 
links with the seasons and the 
land, and for this reason his' 
work has sometimes been com- 
pared with that of Dylan 
Thomas, whose poetry prompt- 
ed several of his paintings. 

His sophisticated, sensuous 
delight in rich tonal values, his 
technical virtuosity and highly 
decorative use of broken planes 
of colour, especially yellow, 
orange and green, are remi- 
niscent of the work of R-ench 
painters like Pierre Bonnard 
and Edouard Vuillard, which he 


had admired «nd emulated as 
a student at the Royal College. 
They went to the making of 
some of the most lusciously sun- 
lit canvases ever painted of 
the Welsh countryside. 

One of his most frequent im- 
ages is that of a leafy lane lead- 
ing to a white-walled form set 
among fields of wheat, which 
(although he was reluctant to 
comment on what seemed to 
me its obvious sexual symbol- 
ism) I take to be his equivalent 
of Dylan Thomas’s “Fern 
Hill” of his “green and golden" 
childhood. 

In 1953 Ehvyn took up a 
teaching post at the School of 
Art in Winchester, where be was 
to remain until his retirement 
in 1976. By now, in a post-war 
Wales slowly awakening to its 
achievement in the visual arts, 
largely as a result of stimulation 


by official bodies, he was recog- 
nised as one of the most emi- 
nent of contemporary painters, 
and many honours came his 
way. He won the Gold Medal 
for Fine Art at the National 
Eisteddfod in 1956, held one- 
man exhibitions at the Leices- 
ter Galleries in London and was 
commissioned to make litho- 
graphs by the Cuiwen Press and 
to illustrate some of the SheD 
Guides to the Countryside. 

A man of eirenic tempera- 
ment, John Elwyn remained 
modest and unassuming about 
his own work and always ready 
to praise that of others. His ret- 
rospective exhibition at the 
National library of Whies in 
1996 was the final accolade for 
a Welsh painter who had prac- 
tised his art with unswerving 
devotion and great distinction. 

- Mefc Stephens 


John Harvey 


John Hooper Harvey, 
architectural historian: born 
London 25 May 1911; F5G 
1939; FRSL 1945; F5A 1949; 
married 1934 Cordelia Story 
(died 1996; two sons, one 
daughter); died From*, 
Somers et 17 November 1997. 


John Harvey was the greatest 
British historian of Gothic ar- 
chitecture of the 20th century; 
Gothic, that is, of the Middle 
Ages not of the I9th-centmy re- 
vival which he, generally speak- 
ing, excoriated (although fix him 
the Houses of Parliament were 
an unequivocal “masterpiece”). 

Mia initial tr ainin g was at the 
hanria of bis father, William 
Harvey (who worked for the 
Ancient Monuments Board), 
whom he was to serve as a per- 
sonal assistant, and the archi- 
tect Sir Herbert Baker, for 
whom be manif ested genuine 
affection. He practised only as 
consultant andiitect to Win- 
chester College, a post he held 
from 1947, and as a part-time 
Investigator for the then Min- 
istry of Public Buildings and 
Works in 1949, being respon- 
sible for the first of the statu- 
tory lists of protected buildings 
in large areas of Surrey (from 
1963 to 1970 he held a similar 
post as Inspector for the Roy- 
al Commission on Historical 
Monuments in York). 

In 1950 be accepted his 
only academic appointment, 
at the Bartlett School of Ar- 
chitecture at University College 
London, as a lecturer in the first 
course of its kind, rather ver- 
bosely described as one on 
“the Preservation and Restora- 
tion of Historical Buildings”. 
He stayed there until 1959. 

By then Harvey had already 
entered the field where he was 
to acquire a national and in- 
ternational reputation - the 
study of medieval architecture. 
Although he produced at least 
two or three scholarly articles 
a year he will perhaps be best 
remembered for his books. 
The first of these, composed 
even as the Second World Wkr 
was coming to an end, was Hen- 
ry Yevde., a biography of the 
great architect-contractor of 
Chaucer's England (1944). 

It was typical of the author 
that this was written as applied 
as well as pure history and con- 
tained the rather astonishing 


quote in the Preface: “I am ad- 
vocating the study of the 14th 
century as a means of solving 
the problems of the 20th, and 
especially the architectural 
problems.” This was his con- 
scious contribution to the post- 
war Reconstruction debate. 

Gothic England (1947) was 
followed closely by The Goth- 
ic WoHd (1950), itself a result 
of John Harvey’s inveterate 

appetite for travel, as well as the 
greater freedom of movement 
occasioned by peace. Four 
years later came his greatest 
work, English Mediaeval Ar- 
chi frr**' a htogmphical dictionary 

down to 1550 , written jointly 
with Arthur Oswald. For two re- 
searchers working virtually on 
their own this was a remarkable 
achievement, cataloguing and 
bringing to fife some 1,300 hith- 
erto shadowy figures and for 

ever shattering the myth that the 
great cathedrals were the prod- 
uct of some undirected com- 
munal effort by the lay faithfuL 
Thirty years later a revised edi- 
tion by Harvey alone identified 
up to 400 more architects. 

The research that under- 
pinned The Cathedrals of Spain 
(1957) testified to his remark- 
able linguistic gift. If there was 
an annus mirabilis in terms of 
productivity it was 1972, when 
he produced both The Me- 
dieval Architect and The Con- 
servation of Buildings, the latter 
being one of the first, and 
still one of the best, philo- 
sophical, historical and practi- 
cal essays on the Architectural 
Conservation Movement 

Cathedrals of England and 
Wales followed in 1974, Me- 
dieval Craftsmen in 1975 and 
The Perpendicular Side in 1978. 
Perpendicular was not favoured 
in the 19th century, except in 
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the last decades, and was es- 


Harvey: strong views 


Harvey this was hard to un- 
derstand, impossible to de- 
fend. There are many who will 
agree with his view that King’s 
College, Cambridge, is the 
summation of Gothic rather 
t h«n its decadent dim ax. 

By that stage a new passion 
had taken over - garden histo- 
ry. This was an interest devel- 
oped eariy in his life, but one- 
where he redirected his prodi- 
gious mind from the 1970s. 
Hitherto the discipline had 
been the study of design, but 
Harvey focused it on the history 
of the plants and nurserymen 
themselves. He is as famous 
among those who Jove parks as 
among those bold cathedrals to 
be unsurpassable triumphs. 

He was a man of strong 

views, always expressed in a rich 
and flowing English, for whom, 
for example, the Renaissance, 
which overwhelmed his beloved 
Gothic, was a “catastrophe”. He 
was, however, neither a po- 
faced critic nor an ideologue. 
His favourite fictional writer 
was EG. Wodehouse, and it was 
Summer Lightning that he was 
reading on his last night. 

He thoroughly distrusted 
William Morris, whom he re- 
garded as a quasi-fanatic, and 
although a lover of Christian ar- 
chitecture was a public sceptic 
on the faith which sponsored it 
In a voluminous correspon- 
dence with Alec CUfton-Thylor, 
of which an edited version was 
published by the Ancient Mon- 
uments Society in 1981, he de- 
clared his admiration for the 
20th-century Italian engineer 
Nervi, and came to the unex- 
pected conclusion that the 
most beautiful building in the 
world was “the Selimiye 
mosque at Edirne (Adri- 
anople)”, designed by the great 
Ottoman architect Sin an. 

He bad an inexhaustible 
fascination with the railways, 
unsurprising as he never owned 
a car and always tried to trav- 
el by public transport or by foot. 
His hatred ofkillingledhimto 
six months in Wbnnvrood Scrubs, 
where he was sent as a consci- 
entious objector in the war. 

The last 18 months of his life 
were overshadowed by the death 
of his wife, Cordelia, who was 
companion and “proof-reader”, 
as well as wife and mother. 

- Matthew Saunders 



Jorge Mas Canosa 


Jorge Mas Canosa, 

businessman and campaign**-. 

bom Santiago, Cuba ZJ 
September 1939; married 
(two sons, one daughter); 
died Miami, Florida 23 
November 1997. 


Joige Mas Canosa fled Fidel 
Castro’s revolution as a young 
man without a penny in his 
pocket and became the Cuban 
leader’s arch-enemy in exile. 
He built the Miami-based 
Cuban-American National 
Foundation into one of the 
most powerful lobby groups in 
the United States, strongly in- 
fluencing successive US presi- 
dents’ policy towards the 
Co mmunis t Caribbean island. 

Critics of the hardline US 
policy towards Cuba believe 
Mas Canosa has long been its 
defiicto architect, imposing his 
will in return for campaign 
contributions and key Florida 


votes at election time. Some 
critics believed he had hoped to 
become President of Cuba if 
Castro's Co mmunis t system 
ever collapsed but it seemed un- 
likely Cubans on the aland, af- 
ter suffering the hardships of 
the US embargo and Castro's 
economic mistakes, would ever 
roll out the red carpet to what 
they consider the “fat cats” of 
Miami. 

In 1961 Mas Canosa look 
part in the disastrous CIA- 
backed Bay of Pigs invasion of 
Cuba by Cuban exiles, aimed 
at overthrowing Castro, and 
served briefly in the US Army. 
Since leaving Cuba in I960, he 


had also built up a communi- 
cations empire which left him 
with an estimated net worth of 
between £70m and £160m. 

His death is likely to cause 
major reverberations in the ex- 
iled Cuban-American commu- 
nity in and around Miami, 
increasingly split over whether 
to follow Mas Canosa’s hard- 
line approach to Castro, in- 
cluding support for the 
longtime total US embargo, or 
to seek a dialogue which might 
push the Caban leader towards 
democracy. . 

Jorge Mas Canosa was bom 
in the eastern Cuban city of 
Santiago in 1939, the son of a 


veterinary surgeon serving in 
the Cuban army. Concerned by 
the guerrilla uprising led by the 
young Fidel Oastro in the mid- 
Flfties, bis father sent him to 
North Carolina in the US to 
study. 

Like many Cubans who be- 
lieved Castro’s promises of 
greater democracy. Mas 
Canosa returned to the island 
as soon as Castro had ousted 
the dictator Fulgeodo Batista 
in January 1959. But he quick- 
ly became disillusioned with 
the bearded revolutionary's 
Marxist direction and returned 
to the US in 1960, never to re- 
turn to his homeland. He be- 


came a US citizen in the early 
Eighties. 

Settling in Miami, he built 
up his savings by washing dish- 
es, selling shoes, delivering 
milk and unloading cargo ships, 
at the same time organising an 
anti-Castro resistance move- 
ment Initially, he bought we- 
pons and supported armed 
struggle but he later distanced 
himself from armed anti- 
Castro groups such as Alpha- 
66, and pushed political and 
diplomatic action against the 
Cuban leader. 

. Within a decade, he had 
built np a small construction 
and communications company 


which laid cables and erected 
telephone poles for the South- 
ern Bell telephone company in 
Florida. That business eventu- 
ally became the Maslbc com- 
pany, now headed by his 
34-year-old son Jorge Junior 
and one of the biggest Hispank:- 
owned companies in the US, 
with widespread interests in 
Spain and I .atm America. 

Mas Canosa was the driving 
force behind Radio Marti, a 
US-funded radio station, now 
expanded into television, which 
beams news into Cuba to give 
slanders information beyond 
that available from Castro’s 
state-controlled media. His lob- 


bying was instrumental in 
seeing the anti-Castro Helms- 
Burton bill passed in Congress 
and in pressing President Bill 
Clinton to change his stand and 
support the bill after four 
Cuban-Americaus in two light 
aircraft were shot down by 
Cuban Mig fighters over 
the Florida straits in February 
1996. 

Aggressive and abrasive, he 
once challenged the mayor of 
Miami to a duel suggesting 
guns or swords. The mayor 
defused the situation by 
proposing water pistols and 
the duel never took place. 

-Phil Davison 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 

IN MEMOfUAM 

MAXEY: Alex. DU S N<**°*5 
1991, aged 37. Greedy towd^dK- 
membered always. Kate and Sarah. 

AnnoimcemMUa for 

. phoned to OT7I-253 2011 of tog “ 
|5m-293 MHO. and “ 

*£ASQ*Hnm (VWT wxarri)- 
■ p<wai emcAGEMENTS 


Birthdays 

MrBevBev^rocfc mr » STdan . 51;M r 

Pan) Copley, actor, 54 ; Mbs Kathryn 
Crosby, actress, 64; Sir John Djtuj- 








SbaonPcS*?*: 




Frauds Dmbridge, auihorand play- 
wright, S5; Mr John Edwards, 


MSI Maria ftrfe MP, 59; Sir Cosmo 
Haskard, former Governor of the 
Falkland Islands, 81; Miss Dai^y 


mams, consultant, rescupu^,™ 

Didcfc Jeeps, fonnM 

tfonaL 66; Mr Alan Keen ME 6ft Mr 
Charles Kennedy MP, 38; Miss 
Yvonne Kenny, operatic soprano, 47; 
Mr Imran Khan Niazi, cri< *eter,45; 
Dr Manno Kbarsto, loaner President 
of Finland, 74; Dr Elizabeth Larer- 
jfck electrical engineer; 72; lord Me- 
Connell, former Social Security 
Commissioner, Northern Ireland, 
75; Mr 'Em Mfflsan, ambassador to 
Macedonia, 46; Mr Ricardo Moft- 
STS actor, 77; Sir Ftams 
Montgomery, former MR 70jMr 

Sul Murphy ME 

Northern Ireland Office, 49; Loro 
Naseby, former MP, fil; Mr Italy 
Neary, mgby phg«r* 49; Mr Keny 
O’Keeffe, cricketer, 48, Lord 


w. - - 

Governor, Bank of England, 82; Mr 
Richard Seifert,. architect,. SJ|Mr 
Laurence Shuman, Banking Om- 
budsman, 67; Lord WesihenB, for- 
mer Speaker of the House _ of 

Commons, 77; Sh PeaerWrigbL for- 
xner Director, Birmingham Royal 
Ballet, 7L 

Anniversaries 

Births Grades Kemble, actor and 
playwright, T775; Hfcnry Maybe***- 
tSor and feumafist,.l812; Andrew 
Carnegie, industrialist and ptalaa- 

thropist, 1835; CM Friedrich Benz, 

automobile pioneer, 1844; Harley 


Granville Barker, actor, playwright 
and critic, 1877; Leonard Sidney 
WooiL publisher, 1880. Deaths; 
Isaac Watts, hymnwriter, 1748; Sir 
Brands Legatt Chantry, sculptor and 
benefactor, 1841; John. Gibson Lock- 
hart, editor and biographer, 1854; 
David Roberts, painter; 1864; Dame 
Titian Mary Baylis, founder of the 
Old Vk, 1937; [tame Myra Hess, pi- 
anist, 1965; Uftan Beall Sinclair, nov- 
elist, 1968; Yukio Mishima, novelist, 

S^fpSef^d' critic, 1985. Cta^dils 
day: Gilbert and Sullivan's lolanthe 
was fist performed in London, 1882; 
the battleship HMS Bulwark was 
blown to pieces in the Medway off 
Sbeernesswirh the loss of 800 lives, 
1914; HMS Barham was sunk by a 
U-boat off Soflnm, with foe loss of 
. 868 lives, 1941; the play The Mouse- 
imp, by Aga tha Christie, opened in 
London, 1952; 12 new local nafio 
stations were authorised by the Gov- 
ernment, 1969; President Papa- 
dopoulos of Greece was deposed 
after a militaiy coop, and succeed- 
ed by General Phaidon Gzzfltis, 
1973. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Mercurins of Caesarea and St Mcees 
foe Martyr. 

Lectures 

British Museum: Jeffrey Spencer, 
“Latest Research from TkB el-Bala- 
mun in foe Nile Delia" 1.15pm. 

Mattrwial Portrait Gallery: Lotting 
Leales, “Sir Whiter. Scott and 

Abbotsford". 1.10pm. 

Gresham College, Barnard’s Ion 
Hafl, London EC2: Professor Susan 
Greenfield, “fiptoring the Brain - 
Ateheimert Disease’, 1pm. 

Exeter University (Poker Moot 
Room, Armoty Bufldig): Professor 
George BuDdey, “Are Stock Prices 
Excessively Volatile?", 1.10pm. 


LAW REPORT: 25 November 1997 

Sentence of dismissal from service was too severe 


A sentence by a court- 
martial of (fismissal from 
Her Majesty's Service for 
offences which In a civilian 
court would have merited a 
small fine, and which did not 
threaten the trust or 
discipline within the 
offender’s unit, could not be 
justified, especially In view of 
Uie effect of dismissal from 
the service on the offe nd er ’ s 
pension ri g h ts. . 

Re$na v Lave; Courts-MartiaJ 
Appeal Court (Lord Justice Smon 
Brown. Lord justice Rougerand Mr 
Justice AstiH) II November IW7 


The Courts Martial-Appeal 
Court allowed Colin Gilbert 
Love’s appeal against a sen- 
tence that he be dismissed 
from Her Majesty’s Service 
and be reduced to the ranks, 
imposed at a District Court- 
Martial al Shorndiffe follow- 
ing his pleas of guilty to two 
charges of sending indecent or 
obscene material through the 
post contrary to section 11(2) 
of the Post Office Act 1952. 


The appellant was a staff 
sergeant in the Royal Military 
Ftalice. He bad sent the obscene 
material through the post to a 
civilian named Copley. He had 
never met Copley and had giv- 
en Him no indication that he 
was in the armed forces. Let- 
ters, photographs and cartoons 
of an explicit sexual nature 
were exchanged between them. 
The offences had only come to 
light by accident, when Copley’s 
house was searched in relation 
to other offences. 

Gordon Bebb (Warner Goodman 
& Streat, Portsmouth) for the 
appdhmL 

Lord Justice Simon Brown 
said that the. present was the 
first appeal against a court- 
martial sentence, the right 
of appeal having only recent- 
ly been conferred by section 
17 of the Armed Forces Act 
1996. 

It was appropriate to make 
certain observations about the 
new right of appeal and bow 
the court should approach it 


The sentences which could be 
imposed by a court-martial 
were, in many instances, strik- 
ingly different from those avail- 
able to Crown Courts. If, as in 
the present case, an NCO was 
dismissed, he was also auto- 
matically reduced to the ranks 
and his pension rights would be 
affected 

The appellant had served 18 
years of a 22-year engage- 
menL At the age of 40 be^ would 
have been entitled to an im- 
mediate pension. Upon 'dis- 
missal however, that pension 
right became frozen until he 
was 60, when he would be en- 
titled to 1S C2 of the full rate. A 
rough calculation of his loss of 
pension rights for the period 
between his 40th and 60th 
birthdays was in the region of 
£168,000. 

Court-martial sentences 
were concerned to achieve two 
things- First, to punish service 
personnel for the criminality of 
their conduct; and second, to 


basis, fa that they were unique. 


In the present class of 
appeal therefore, it seemed 
that the court was exercising a 
somewhat hybrid jurisdiction, 
and that, whilst free and dear- 
ly intended by Parliament to 
correct any injustice which it 
perceived in a court-martial 
sentence, it must neverthe- 
less be mindful that those 
imposing and co nfirmin g such 
sentences were, generally 
speaking, better placed that 
the court to assess the seri- 
ousness of offending in the con- 
text of service life, and to 
decide upon the particular 
penalty required to maintain 
discipline and efficiency in the 
armed forces. 

With all those considera- 
tions in mind, it seemed to foe 
court that the present offence 
was one of limited seriousness 
which, if dealt with by the 
civilian courts, would almost 
certainly have been disposed of 
by a modest fine. Realistical- 
ly, there was no thing about the 
case which made it more seri- 
ous because the appellant was 


a serving soldier. The present 
offences, unlike drug offences, 
barrack-room pilfering or sex- 
ual misconduct with or affect- 
ing other service personnel did 
not threaten the trust and dis- 
cipline within the appellant's 
unit. The sentence of dismissal 
with the inevitable further con- 
sequences which that brought 
about, could not therefore be 
justified. The sentences would 
be quashed, and substituted 
with fines of £100 on each of 
the two counts. 

One other matter was men- 
tioned by way of footnote. 
Through the investigation of 
the offences it had come to 
light that the appellant was a 
homosexual Pursuant to the 
well-known policy that homo- 
sexuals were not permitted to 
serve in the armed forces, once 
such orientation had been es- 
tablished administrative dis- 
charge generally followed. 
That involved the same loss of 
pension rights as dismissal 
from the services. 

- Kate OTianbn, Banister 
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Stake out the centre, by all means, but don’t call it radical 
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Our way of governing inevitably encour- 
ages governments to try to be all things to 
all people, lb complain tbatTbny TOah- is 
preachennan one day and chairman of UK 

pic the nest misunderstands of 

leadership in a democracy. Hypocrisy, to 
coin a phrase, is the tribute that elective 
self-government pays to plu ralism 

Yet Mr Blair turns out to be less ac- 
complished in this respect than his Chan- 
cellor, who today is presenting his Green 
Budget. Gordon Brown will be playing si- 
multaneously to galleries at home, in his 

party and overseas. Tb date he hasbeenre- 
markabiy successful in re taining his "left- 
wing” credentials (thanks in part to 


ty and other conferences), while revelling 
in the dzier-than-diy and “Iron Chancel- 
lor'’ epithets that go down well on the trad- 
ing floors (we prefer “Iron Laddie”, which 
IS what One tabloid che ekily called him 

yesterday). 

Only naive observers would ask the real 
Gordon Brown to stand up please. Our 


question is why he feels the need to harp 
on his socialist qedcntialswhen he and his 
master have dearly, derided that Labour’s 
doctoral future Iks in keeping fix wide mid- 
dle ground of British politics dial it cap- 
tured so surety in the May election. That, 
in turn, must entail years more of present 
policy: no tax increases and strict spend- 
ing control. 

It’s easy to see why. The Government 
promised that it would be radical, because' 
that is how Messrs Blair and Brown would 
like to think of themselves. But they also 
promised that they would be prudent, be- 
cause they like to think thaf about th-em- 
selves too - and would certainly like others 
to see them that way. Right now they look 
very prudent; and very middle ground, and 
very self-assdred in the glow of their mid- 
dle ground adulation. And the bard real- 
ity £&, you can’t look or feel radical at die 
same time as you stroke and soothe the mid- 
dle ground. Radical means change, and 
change upsets people. Without upsetting 
someone, some day, somewhere (and that 


means people who matter; not rich potential 

donors), you can’t be radical. 

Labour won partly because of Gordon 

Brown's promise to stick; with the aggre- 
gate spending limits set down by the 
Tbries. Nothing Labour has encountered 
in power- no previously hidden fiscal feet 
-justifies departing from it- It is a matter 
of confidence, wfakfa goes fax beyond the 
putative need to keep money shift rrs in the 
C5ty sweet Of coarse Labour mirdstere, let 
alone backbench MP&, want to spend- Bat 
Gordon Brown needs to remind his col- 
leagues today that they have a rendezvous 
with their party’s destiny. Labour may suf- 
fer from false historical recollection of 
profligacy: Denis Healey’s efforts at spend- 
ing control during the QaTiagham govern- 
ment should not be forgotten. But New 
Labour in power is determined to expunge 
for ever its reputation as a bad manager 
of the nation’s finances. Good for ft. 

After all, it is still true that many pub- 
lic services could be more effectively and 
efficiently provided. Horn the police to de- 


fence. from social security to shop inspec- 
tion, there remains, too often, a painful gap 

between what the system thinks it is pay- 
ing for and the service the public gets. 

But there are two services where the case 
for some more in 1998-99 is hard to rqect. 

Sav ing s are there to be made in the way 
do ctor and hospitals operate. But the 
National Health Service feces short-run dif- 
ficulties in financing its work, and growing 

waiting lists for surgery are a ready sign and 

symbol. Their parallel in schools - grow- 
ing — contradicts Labour’s am- 

bition to make educational improvement 
this administration’s badge of attainment 

Gordon Brown could assent to more - but 

only on condition tire money is found by 
other ministers. 

That in turn means they all put their 
shoulders to the door outside which pubr 
lie servants are clamouring for more pay. 
With certain exceptions (such as teac hi ng) 
the remuneration of public servants is not 

a barrier to reainlineot ^yconfrofliog pub- 
lic service pay Gordon Brown gets some 


leeway for education andpatientoarejfoev 

rest of his money has to come from other 

budgets. . ’ ' . . 

Including social security. Harriet Har- 
fwan has a convincing tale to tell abort the 

exigencies of power, indudingst»ai^w?cm 

the cut in lone parent premium assumed 
in Kenneth Clarke’s spending jtoB. Fsr?. 
haps because of backbench nnnbfings, 
Labour’s leadership has so far been mealy- 
mouthed. It is precisely in distancing 
Labour from interest groups (such as the 
poverty lobby) that its political future lies. 
This cut is a weighty and necesary sym- 
bol of that . 

Laboufs wants to win foe nett election. 

The question for Messrs Brown and Blair 
ought to be, why? What for? Is this tess- 
thfltv jpfHral Government laving the ground 
for a radical second term (in which case, 
it can be excused present stringencies), or 
is it merely a vehicle for consolidation and 
compromise? Upon the answer turns, not 
only Labour’s approach to spending, but 
the future for radical politics. 
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LETTERS 


Food agency 


Sir: The possibility that the 
Food Standards Agency could 
be prevented from looking at 
issues of nutrition is a worrying 
development (“Food lobby 
jeopardises drive for healthy 
eating”, 24 November). 

To rational and concerned 
citizens, the expected role of 
our much-needed food watch- 
dog must be to look at the re- 
lated questions of quality, 
purity and nutrition and to 
make representations on our 
behalf to government and man- 
ufacturers alike on these issues. 

Just where would the (arti- 
ficial) line between the issues 
be drawn? By way of example, 
many asthma sufferers appear 
to be allergic to bread made 
from North American wheat, 
which is used predominantly in 
our bread, but not to many 
types of bread made with Eu- 
ropean flour. Is this a question 
of purity, because of die anti- 
fungicide added to North 
American wheat before ship- 
ping; is the allergy caused by 
something which our own bak- 
ers add, orby different types of 
grain; or should we look at the 
volume of bread in our national 
diet? Questions of food quali- 
ty and nutrition Inevitably over- 
lap - and why should they not 
be looked at together? 

The politicians and their 
civil servants at the ministries 
of Health and Agriculture will 
still have responsibility for 
blocking or implementing any 
legislative changes recom- 
mended by the FSA - but at 
least give the new agency a 
sporting chance to carry out 
the citizens' watchdog role 
which our ministerial repre- 
sentatives (of whichever po- 
litical hue) have sadly foiled to 
deliver. 

MAYA KRAUS 
Director 

Guildford Natural Health 
Centre 

Guildford Surrey 
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War graves in Burma 
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So: R A Cooper (Letters, 20 No- 
vember) is misin formed about 
holidays in Burma. The “hoS- t. 
days” are in fact pilgrimages, foe Jrf, 
prime object of which is to en- ? ■ 

able relatives. and friends of 
those killed in Burma to visit 
graves in the war cemeteries. 

The viats are well-conducted, 
solemn and moving occasions. 

The only people who are giv- 
en major financial help are war 
widows cm theft first visit to their < 

husband’s grave. That askance 
comes largely from govemmem r 
foods. Everyone dsepaysiheir 
own way so there is no great 
drain on the Pbppy Appeal. 

Finally I must point out that 
thePoppy Appeal is one of the r 

best-run charities in Britain, 
with a smaller percentage of in- 
come gnmg on administration 
than mast other charities. JL - 
R JFARREN 
Horsham. West Sussex 
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US welfare system 


Sin Polly Toynbee's interesting 
analysis of welfare in Wiscon- 
sin (24 November) is, as she 
points out, based on a state 
with a well-known reputation 
for liberal attitudes and one 
where there is as close to 
full employment as you might 
find anywhere in the United 
States. 

The real problem emerges 


in other states, often in the 
South, without a history of 
sympathetic attitudes to “wel- 
fare mums”. There, perhaps, 
the opportunity to cut funds, 
save money and demonise 
those on welfare will be up- 
permost in the minds of those 
who administer the service. 
Wisconsin will use foe escape 
hatch, if necessary, of exemp- 
tion from foe five-year limit, 
but can we be so sure this will 
happen elsewhere? 

Costs will rise dramatical- 
ly in the short-term (through 
m aking available childcare, 
retraining etc) in order to 
“save” money later, as people 
develop foe necessary skills to 
gain work and fend for them- 
selves. However, this reform is 
occurring at a time of high em- 
ployment across the United 
States. Come the economic 
downturn, the pressure to 
keep public spending under 
control will intensify and a dif- 
ferent picture could emerge. 


with many state legislatures 
deciding that money could be 
better spent elsewhere. After 
all, Charles Murray, one of foe 
Right 's leading thinkers, has 
advocated foe building of state 
orphanages to cater for foe 
offspring of irresponsible 
mothers. 

If new “responsible” atti- 
tudes cannot be inculcated 
into absentee fathers and er- 
rant females when times are 
good, I would not be confident 
that, in the end, a lot will have 
changed for the better. The 
possibility exists of a future of 
Dickensian misery for those at 
the bottom of the social hier- 
archy. At the very least, foe 
federal government should 
monitor, through information 
technology, this experiment in 
social engineering. 

RICHARD deZOYSA 
Senior Lecturer 
Division of Politics 
South Bank University 
London SE1 


Genetic engineering 


Sir: In foe present political cli- 
mate, where we are constantly 
beseeched not to tolerate bul- 
lying - in foe workplace, in the 
home, in foe school - and are 
given endless instructions on 
bow to deal with it when it aris- 
es, it is ludicrous to find our- 
selves being force-fed food we 
don't want by people on another 
continent (“Genetically-modi- 
fied food to hit shelves in the 
New Year”, 20 November). 

You say that UK supermar- 
kets “have been forced to ac- 
cept [genetically-modified 
foods] by the superior financial 
muscle of US food producers”. 
Why is such bullying necessary? 
Good, wholesome, nutritious 
food will sell on its own mer- 
its. The refusal by biotechnol- 
ogy companies to segregate, to 
identity, to make traceable and 
to take responsibility for the 
gene-manipulated foods they 
are forcing os to swallow, is 


clear evidence that they know 
their produce is inferior and 
dangerous. 

GEORGE STEDOLPH 
Scottish Consumers 
Association for Natural Food 
Glasgow 


Cut down on cars 


Sir For a technology which is 
purported to be able to feed the 
world (report, 20 November), 
genetic engineering has already 
had some spectacular failures. 

Genes have been shown to 
escape into wild plants and 
transfer weedkiller resistance; 
beneficial creatures, such as 
bees, have been unexpected- 
ly damaged; and engineered 
bacteria have poisoned soil 
fungi and plants. We cannot 
predict all the consequences, 
so why we being used in an ex- 
periment which puts our 
health at risk? 

MARTIN HUGHES-JONES 
Green Party Agriculture 
Working Group 
Tiverton, Devon 


Sin James Cadle (Letters, 22 
November) is wrong to suggest 
that cars are not a principal el- 
ement of the environmental cri- 
sis, at least as far as Britain is 
concerned. He makes foe com- 
mon mistake Of assuming that 
foe crisis is one of pollution. 
Certainly, pollution and health 
issues have been used to 
dramatise the problem, but 
they are secondary issues. 

A primary issue is the un- 
sustainable consumption of 
fossil feels and the resulting 
global warming. Onty cars that 
run on renewable energy would 
contribute to foe avoidance of 
that problem. 

Second, cam are such inef- 
ficient users of space that, to 
accommodate them and the 
spread-out development pat- 
tern which they lead to, we 
have wrecked a great deal of 
foe countryside and allowed 
tbe destruction of our towns 


and cities through congestion. 
Bus services have been ren- 
dered inefficient and walking 
has been made unpleasant 
and dangerous. 

No modifications to car 
technology can address these 
problems, and so our objective 
should be to reduce car usage. 
ALAN TAYLOR 
London SE24 


Sin Its extraordinary for Derek 
Deane, the artistic director of 
Engfish National Ballet, to 
make sucb strong allegations of 
waste against foe Royal Opera 
House (20 November) without 
dting examples of such extrav- 
agance and without any knowl- 
edge of Royal Ballet buckets. 

Like ENB, our opera and 
ballet companies both work to 
tight budgets and they have ac- 
cepted salary freezes, redun- 
dancies and massive budget 
cats in order to break even. 
They share foe same aims: to of- 
fer best quality entertainment 
within available resources. 
KEITH COOPER 
Director of Sales and 
Broadcasting 
Royal Open House 
London WC2 


Beard count 


Yew of little faith 


Sir In support of the Rev Pe- 
ter Hatton (letters, 13, 19 No- 
vember), I note from my 
Concordance that, whilst there 
are no less than 20 references 
to beards in the Old Testament, 
there are none whatsoever in 
the New Testament. 

Perhaps, as a mark of cele- 
bration of 2000 years of Chris- 
tianity, our bewhiskered political 
and religious leaders could un- 
dertake a sponsored shave-in? 
BRIAN ROOK 
Tring, Hertfordshire 


Sir Is it any wonder that so 
many churches in this country 
are in decline when some of the 
clergy still give public credence 
to pagan superstitions belong- 
ing to the dark ages? Fr Victor 
Stock, shown in your picture of 
the topping-out ceremony at . 
the new Sadler’s Wells theatre 
(21 November), should have 
discarded his piece of yew, tak- 
en his cue from the building 
worker J S Hun da Singh, and 
put his faith in prayer! ' 
PETER BANKS . 

Telford, Shropshire' ' • _ 1; 
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The silence of the (off) lamb: a guide to English restaurant etiquette 



MILES 

KINGTON 


“The English are very good at grumbling, 
but very bad at complaining;'’ raid restau- 
rateur Enzo Appicella once. 

What did he mean by that? Lucidly, 1 
was in his presence when he said it, so I 
could ask him to explain himself. 

“Well," he told me, “I know from hav- 
ing run restaurants for many years that tbe 
English bate to come to the management 
with their complaints. They will mutter at 
foe table about how badly cooked, or cold, 
or inferior, their food is, and they will go 
on muttering and whingeing, and they will 
show their displeasure by not coining back 
but the one thing they will not do is cause 
a fuss by complaining out loud there and 
then." 

“Isn’t that nice for you?" I said. 
“Doesn't it avoid involving you in un- 
pleasant scenes?” 

“No, it is not nice forme," he said. “If 
something is wrong, I want to know 


about iL I don't want people to depart in 
silence and never come back. I want peo- 
ple to complain more! Otherwise 1 may 
never discover what is wrong.” 

I fhftik he is right. 1 think as a people 
foe Bri&h - ail of us - are nervous com- 
plaining vociferously. We moan but we do 

not have foe courage of our moaning. We 
would often rather leave foe food un- 
touched and have the plate taken away 
than make any comment. I think I have 
only once in my life sent a bottle of wine 
back, and it was quite justified because it 
was horribly sour and sharp. The waiter 
took it away in a flash and brought another 
one. It tasted exactly the same. 

“Fine," I said, nodding him to poor 


■away. 

Well, I couldn’t send back two bottles 
in a row, could I? Tm E nglis h , aren’t 1? 

The only time I can remember being 
in a restaurant where complaint became 


vocal was 10 years ago or more in York, 
in a very posh restaurant, which I am sure 
has been wonderful ever since then but 
which that night served a lamb dish in 
which foe lamb meat was beyond doubt 
dangerously past its eat-by date. At first 
you don’t believe that you have been 
served something so poisonous- you think 
that maybe it is meant to taste like this — 
but I was finally pushed by increasing 
nausea to complain to foe waitress and was 
amazed to hear a chorus from nearby 
tables oft “Yes. mine's off too," and “Fm 
glad somebody else thinks it's off!” 

About half the diners, it turned out, had 
ordered that dish and everyone had been 
thinking independently that there was 
something wrong with iL Nobody had liked 
to complain. But as soon as someone did 
co mplain , it opened the Arraigning of com- 
munal displeasure, and tbe whole dining 
room became friends, united by this 


bond of rebellion. 1 can even remember 
swapping addresses with foe couple at foe 
next table, though needless to say we nev- 
er got in touch again. We are British, af- 
ter all. 

(I say that the whole dining room be- 
came friends. This is not quite true. 
There was an elderly man in the corner 
with his mistress who was. as far as we 
could tell, a judge, and was clearly very 
drunk, so drunk that he remained com- 
pletely unaware of the uprising going on 
round him, and also oblivious to the way 
in which everyone was listening to his con- 
versation with the equally plastered 
girlfriend. 

At one point one of us dared to ask her 
if her main course was all right. She 
blinked and said it was some of foe best 
chicken she had ever eaten. The judge 
said: “I thought you were having steak, 
dear ” She said: “Am I? Oh, yes, so I am!" 


and they went off into peals of laughter 
and retreated back into their awn private 
drunken world ...) 

Needless to say, this accident-prone 
meal is fondly remembered by my wife and 
myself where other better meals lave fad- 
ed, in the same way that you remember 
that picnic with the wasps and the ants 
more clearly rh»»> all foe others,' and in 
foe same way that we British remember 
foe ignominious dgbfide of Dunkirk more 
than almost any other event in the Sec- 
ond World Whr. 

I have suddenly remembered font this 
article was going to be a cold, hard analy- 
sis of my current complaints, which are 
about waterproof hats and mobile phones. 
Tomorrow in a very unEnglish way 1 shall 
tell you how I became an ex-Orange 
mobile phone user, and how I wish I had 
an address to send my Driza-Bone bat 
back to. 
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Why the Asian model 
has gone off the road 



DIANE 

COYLE 


ON YAMAICHI 
SECURITIES 


The collapse of Yam ai chi Securities, one of 
Japan’s biggest stockbrokers, is anything but 
a surprise. Seriously ailing for at least three 
years and loss-making since 1991, its offi- 
cial bankruptcy is a merciful release. The 
Japanese authorities should have put it out 
of its misety long ago. The fact that they 
did not, and indeed allowed it to disguise 
the extent of its financial difficulties for so 
long, justifies a damning verdict of Asian- 
style capitalism. 

The same verdict applies to South Korea, 
now reluctantly applying to the International 
JjL Monetary Fund for an emergency loan be- 
* cause the majority of its big banks are tech- 
nically bankrupt. The government htx used 
the financial system to channel funds to the 
huge industrial conglomerates, the chaebol, 
which used the apparently limitless supply 
of cheap funds to expand into frankl y un- 
profitable activities. 

Throughout much of Asia, banks and fi- 
nance bouses have over the decades provided 
the ammunition for big companies' conquest 
of an ever-increasing share of world markets. 
It has long been fashionable in some quar- 
ters in the West to praise extravagantly the 
long-termism of the Japanese financial sys- 
tem, in contrast to the disloyalty and grad 
supposedly displayed by shareholders in 
Western companies in their hunt for a 
quick profit After all, the financial support 
from banks that have made long-term loans 
and bought shares in their client companies 
^accounts, for example, for the do minant 
Japanese and, lately, Korean position in the 
manufacture of cars and consumer elec- 
tronics- This achievement the argument goes, 
could never have been achieved if the cor- 
porations had been forced to deliver a Short- 
Term profit to shareholders! 

But the new crisis should finally lay to 
rest this unquestioning worship of Asian val- 
ues. The long-term relationships between 
banks and corporate borrowers have turned 
out to be a cover for cronyism at best, crime 
and corruption at worst These evils have 
been a common factor in each of the coun- 
tries afflicted by financial crisis this year: 
from tiger cubs Malaysia and Thailand, 
through Indonesia, to industrial giants 
Korea and Japan. 

Anglo-Saxon market values make for a 
more resilient economy. Tb see this, go back 
to the roots of Japan's troubles in the late 
1980s. The boom in property and share 
prices gave Yamaichi and other fin a n c i al in- 
stitutions record profits in 1989. The burst- 
ing of the bubble phrnged them into loss 
within a couple ofyeais as the massive loans 
T they had made, secured on shares and real 
estate, turned bad. 

A swathe of lenders specialising in prop- 
erty should have gone under almost im- 
mediately, but it was not until the end of 1994 
that two credit unions collapsed. Only a 
handful of other small banks and brokers 
have been dosed and taken over since. It 


is only now that analysts see in yesterday's 
announcement about Yamaichi Securities 
a signal that Japan’s Ministry of Finance will 
undertake brutal surgery to restore the fi- 
nancial system to health. 

Contrast the much tougher approach the 
American authorities took to the “savings 
and loan" crisis. This too had its roots in ex- 
cessive lending secured on the fragile base 
of soaring property prices in the late Eight- 
ies- It also involved widespread fraud and 
cover-ups by these local banks. The US bank- 
ing regulators were not in a position to re- 
sist market pressures, and promptly set up 
the Resolution Trust Company, a taxpayer- 
funded body, to cover the bad debts and 
swiftly dosed the duff sav ing s and loans. In 
the end it cost under $20bn in tax dollars, 
far less than initial fears. And the US econ- 
omy has being going from strength to 
strength for at least the past four years. 

By preserving the network of long-term 
financial relationships, rather than taking 
similar brutal and early action, the Japan- 
ese government is going to have to ask its 
taxpayers for a much larger amount to res- 
cue the country’s financial system. Ac- 
cording to Steven Bell, bead of research at 
the investment bank Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell: “The US institutions and the US 
economy are now very healthy, whereas the 
Japanese economy has been the most dis- 
appointing performer during the 1990s.” 
And Keith Skeoch, director of research at 
HSBC Investment Bank, says: “The Japan- 
ese model has very little to recommend it-” 

Although there is no sign of an end to 
its recession, it would be a mistake to over- 
do the gloom about Japan. While the fi- 
nancial sy&em has not reformed during the 
past decade, the big corporations have 
steadily extricated themselves from the 
banks’ fatal embrace. Japanese multina- 
tionals, like their American or European 
counterparts, now meet their firanrfal needs 
from the global capital markets. Japan is still 
a powerful and rich economy with a huge 
industrial base, and the future of companies 
such as Nissan and Sony is not under threat. 

The outlook for South Korean industry 
is bleaker. Its conglomerates are likely to 
be severely damaged by the withdrawal of 
bank credit, as the IMF restructures the 
country’s financial system. Korean compa- 
nies will have to pull in their horns. The same 
goes for the smaller East Asian countries, 
where business activity is similarly depen- 
dent on having contacts in the banks. But 
whatever the various prospects, the real les- 
son of the Asian crisis is that the vaunted 
system of long-term links between bhnks and 
business, so much admired by Western crit- 
ics of home-grown capitalism, has failed. 

It is a lesson that applies to another sys- 
tem much admired for its knig-tennism. Ger- 
man banks are also famed for backing the 
companies which they support financially 
through thick and thin. Like their Japanese 
equivalents, they too have-been able to ex- 
ploit unpublished hidden financial reserves 
to disguise the true costs of doing so. 

This has been fine as long as good times 
have followed bad. But rigid long-term struc- 
tures are a burden, not a benefit, at times 
of fundamental economic change- And 
change, above all, characterises the late 20th 
century. Free markets, despite their warts 
and imperfections, make wiser investments. 
Bankers spend years playing golf, having din- 
ner and exchanging presents with compa- 
ny executives they might have known since 
their schooldays. The virtue of markets is 
that their judgements are not distorted by 
personal sentiment- or bribery. In the face 
of today's huge technical, demographic 
and social changes, capitalism in its flexi- 
ble, free-wheeling Anglo-Saxon variety is 
corning into its own. 


Want to close the class gap? Try 
taxing the rich when theyVe dead 




DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

INHERITANCE 

TAXES 


The Royal Family may have just 
made their most modernising 
decision yet. By decreeing, af- 
ter what looks like some initial 
hesitation, that Princes William 
and Hairy will have to pay up 
£7m in death duties on ftiD cess 
Diana's estate, the Queen and 
the Prince of Whies have at a 
stroke exposed what may prove 
to be one of the few truly ide- 
ological issues left at the end of 
the 20th century: taxation of in- 
herited wealth. By rejecting an 
entirely legal scheme to avoid 
paying the tax - transfer of the 
assets into a trust for the two 
Princes - they have chosen to 
stump up what anyone this 
rich with the savvy to employ a 
tax lawyer and/or accountant 
knows is one of those taxes you 
just don’t need to pay. And in 
the long run they may have tak- 
en a more significant -and en- 
tirely welcome -step in making 
the case for inheritance tax than 
they realise. 

That isn’t, of course, how 
everyone wfll see it- The most 
enjoyable weekend remark on 
the saga was from the anony- 
mous tax lawyer who told the 
Sunday Telegraph: “What might 
be perfectly acceptable for an 
ordinary family with a very 


large estate might not be ac- 
ceptable for this particular fam- 
ily.” There is a pleasing subtext 
of underlying panic here: good 
grief, we don't want this kind of 
thing catching on. If the Roy- 
al Family behave like this, all 
sorts of people could start pay- 
ing inheritance tax. And how 
then would we earn our mon- 
ey? But he's right, of course. AB 
those “ordinary families with 
very large estates” will contin- 
ue avoiding inheritance tax; 
until, that s, something is done 
to make it a good deal more dif- 
ficult to do so. 

Which is what quite a lot of 
people, possibly including those 
advising the Royal Family, 
thought Gordon Brown would 
announce in his Green Budget 
today. Whether or not this was 
one. of the reasons why the 
Royal Family recently consid- 
ered the trust option - before 
rejecting it - the personal fir 
nance and business pages of the 
newspapers have for the past 
few weeks been full of stories 
that Brown would use his Com- 
mons statement today to start 
dosing the biggest inheritance 
tax loopholes. These reports 
were fuelled by those who 
make a living setting up avoid- 
ance schemes. It’s always good 
for business if you can fright- 
en potential customers with a 
cut-off point. And no doubt 
quite a few wealthy people 
were gullible enough to set up 
trusts to beat the alleged 
deadline. 

As it happens, the Chan- 
cellor isn't going to make any 
such announcement today. Nor 
would he, whatever he intend- 
ed to do in the March budget 
Significantly, be will emphasise, ' 
in general terms, that the veiy 
rich, as opposed to middle 
Britain, are currently, and un- 
acceptably, free to avoid taxes 
of ail kinds. But as every ex- 
Chancellor knows, to give five 


months* notice of a tax measure 
like this would indeed trigger 
a wholesale flight by the 
wealthy into every possible 
avoidance scheme - legal and 
perhaps not so legaL Which 
leaves open between now and 
spring the question of whether 
or not Gordon Brown, having 
heavily attacked avoidance of 
inheritance tax before the elec- 
tion, now intends to reinforce 
and expand the coverage of the 
tax next March. Will be? And 
should he? 

The answer to the first ques- 
tion is “probably”; to the sec- 
ond “certainly”. Let us 
nevertheless first consider the 
counter-case. The Conserva- 
tives didn’t do much to make 
more people pay inheritance tax 
because, with the possible ex- 
ception of Kenneth Clarke, 
they didn't believe in iL Indeed, 
in the 1992 manifesto, they 
even committed themselves to 
eventual abolition of both in- 
heritance and capita] gains tax. 
The ostensible argument most 
frequently used was that wealth 
should “cascade down the gen- 
erations” and that the hon- 
ourable desire to pass on your 
accumulated fortune to your 
children was part of what en- 
couraged you to make money 
in the first of place - a positive 
motor of the economy. 

Partly, however, I blame 
that Friedrich Hayek. The guru 
of the right helped to lend the 
cause of abolishing what is af- 
ter all the most painlessly re- 
distributive of taxes a land of 
respectability. In a distinctly 
weird passage of his 1960 book 
The Constitution of Liberty, 
Hayek used other arguments in 
favour of untaxed inheritance: 
such as that parents denied the 
opportunity of passing on rich- 
es ro their children would be 
more likely to use unreasonable 
influence to lever them into 
well-paid jobs (something 


If you’re homeless or in jail, you probably grew up in care 



ANDREAS 

%HITTAM 

SMITH 

CHILDREN 
AT RISK 


a realised bow serious is the 

fit of children looked after by 
il authorities rather than by 
ir famili es when I Chaired an 
airy into youth hotneless- 
s. Fbr the largest group of 

ng people who live on the 
ets, or squat or stay in ^ lOS “ 
or in other short-term 
Ksmodation, are thosewbo 
s been m caret As Sir 
ing’s report published last 
k notes, they comprise 30 per 
t of The total. 


Young people who have 
been placed with foster fami lies 
or in children’s homes also ac- 
count for a sizeable proportion 
of the prison population - 23 
per cent of adult prisoners and 
38 per cent of young prisoners. 
From “care” to a life on the 
streets or in prison, those who 
make this passage truly are 
the excluded from society. 

Sir William was asked to fo- 
cus primarily on physical, sex- 
ual and emotional abuse by 
adults or by other children, but 
I read his report as a primer on 
the entire system- "What is go- 
ing wrong? In Victorian times, 
confronted with such a situa- 
tion, the first step the reform- 
ers would have taken would 
have been to legislate. But 
now, over 100 years later, we 
have an abundance of legisla- 
tion and official guidance, if not 
too much. 

Tbe Children Act of 1989 in- 
troduced a lot of new safe- 
guards. TheAct states that the 
first duty of a local authority to 
a child in its care is “to safe- 
guard and promote his wel- 
fare” In turn the Act has been 
supplemented with regulations 
and guidance. Some 14 publi- 
cations giving detailed advice 
have been published by the 


Department of Health atone in 
the past three years. Indeed Sir 
William believes that the 
amount of regulations, statutory 
guidance, departmental circu- 
lars and letters, reports by in- 
spectors and other reports, is 
now so large that responsible 
managers have difficulty in 
comprehending it alL - 

The key malfunction is that 
the instructions, recommenda- 
tions and good intentions of 
central government are often 
disregarded. One reason is an 
excessively diffuse structure. 
In England alone, 132 separate 
social services departments run 
836 children’s homes; and in arF 
dition there are 202 private and 
64 voluntary homes. More- 
over, the most potent influence 
cm local authority behaviour is 
the finan cial pressure under 
which they work. Because it is 
seven tunes more expensive to 
place a child in a home rather 
than with a foster family, there 
is a continuing retrenchment in 
residential care-There is a pre- 
occupation with keeping occu- 
pancy levels as high as possible 
and some children are shoe- 
horned into vacancies in un- 
suitable establishments. Other 
children are moved from insti- 
tution to institution, causing fur- 


ther upheaval . in their devel- 
opment. And yet other children 
are put into homes far away 
from their local areas and then 
forgotten. 

Nobody can estimate bow 
much sexual abuse by adults 
(and by other children) and how 
much bullying takes places in 
children's homes, except that it 
appears to be endemic. At least 
the fact of the abuse has be- 
come well known. Best practice 
in terms of selecting staff and 
monitoring them has been 
made very dear to local au- 
thorities in recent years. And 
now the Secretary of State for 
Health, frank Dobson, has set 
up a ministerial taskforce to de- 
liver a “safer environment” for 
children- It will have to be a very 
large, powerful and active task- 
force to be effective. 

Think about the questions a 
child being put into the care of 
his or her local authority could 
ask. Will I be placed into a chil- 
dren’s home if that is more suit- 
able for me than foster care? 
Answer: maybe. If I am put into 
a home, will it be suitable for 
my circumstances? Possibly 
not Will I be sexually abased 
by the staff or by other children 
or be bullied? There is a defi- 
nite risk. Will the new taskforce 


make any difference? Hardly. 

Will I get a good education? 
Answer you will be lucky to get 
any education at all One gov- 
ernment report found that over 
one third of the children in res- 
idential care were not receiving 
education. Another report dis- 
covered that one in four of 
those aged 14 to 16 were not at- 
tending school regularly and 
many bad been excluded and 
had no regular educational 
placement In short if children 
are in care, it is assumed that 
they are “difficult” and schools 
won’t take them. No wonder 
that 75 per cent of care leavers 
have no academic qualifications 
of any kind and that more than 
50 per cent are unemployed. 
Nor, in light of this, is it alto- 
gether surprising than many 
turn to street life or crime. 

As 50,000 children are m 
foster care compared with 
10,000 in children’s homes. I 
turned with interest to Sir 
William’s findings. But Sir 
Wflliam is the first to admit 
that not a lot is known about 
foster care. As compared with 
children’s homes, little re- 
search has been carried out. 
Policy makers have not 
thought about fostering much. 
Tliis b a pity as children in fos- 


ter homes tend to be younger 
than those in children’s homes, 
with 42 per cent of them un- 
der 10 years old. Quite a high 
proportion of them have some 
form of disability including 
emotional and behavioural 
problems. And they are clear- 
ly at risk of abuse since they are 
isolated and because they are 
young. The saying grace, per- 
haps, is ibai much fostering is 
short-term. The average stay is 
about 22 weeks. 

What is to be' done? For 
once there is an obvious piece 
of re-or^nisation that should 
be carried out, one which would 
bring about a substantial im- 
provement in the standards of 
children’s homes without rais- 
ing casts - and which could even 
produce a saving! It is to make 
children’s homes a national 
service rather than a local one. 
Local authorities should con- 
tinue to be responsible for fos- 
ter care; where local knowledge 
is of great importance. But 
they have shown themselves un- 
fit to run children’s homes. 
Rather than 132 local author- 
ities managing 836 institutions 
more or less badly, one agency 
should he responsible. Then, 
and only then, could standards' 
be raised substantially. ' 


which in a property meritocratic 
society would anyway be im- 
possible), and — most breath- 
talringly of all — that inheriting 
wealth makes you behave bet- 
ter; according to Hayek “the 
grosser pleasures in which the 
newly rich often indulge have 
usually no attraction for those 
who have inherited wealth”. 
(Sadly, Ffiedrich was writing too 
early to enjoy the daily doings 
of minor aristocrats, Eurotrash 
and businessmen’s brats in the 
Nigel Dempster column.) 

But not everyone on the 
right agrees. You can talk to 
brighter Tories who see all this 
for the bunkum it is. In partic- 
ular they point out that if a 
more dynamic, entrepreneurial 
society is what you’re after, it 
makes little sense to create a 
new generation of rich 
layabouts who don’t need to 
work. Inheriting wealth is a 
rather more potent disincentive, 
perhaps, than the allegedly 
dreadful prospect of having 
your assets over £215,000 (the 
present threshold) taxed at 40 
per cent at the point of your 
death would be. In other words, 
so far from inheritance tax be- 
ing an obsolete instrument of 
the politics of envy, it helps to 
underpin free enterprise. 

But inheritance tax is also 
an essential component of a fair 
tax system, particularly when 
increasing income tax is re- 
garded as less and less com- 


patible with winning elections. 
It’s certainly legitimate to ex- 
amine whether disability ben- 
efit only goes to deserving 
cases. But the corollary is sure- 
ty that the scams which allow 
those at the other end of the 
income scale to avoid paying 
taxes, including capital taxes 
such as inheritance tax, have to 
be outlawed too - whether by 
buying a farm and working it 
for just two years or spurious- 
ly allowing occasional public 
visits to your stately home to 
see a painting or two. 

Avoidance isn’t everything; 
there is a strong case, which 
needs to be built, for extending 
the scope of the tax. But end- 
ing the schemes and wheezes 
would be a big start. At present 
£1.5bn is raised each year 
through the tax. No one, least 
of all the Inland Revenue, will 
tell you how much more could 
be raised if the rich actually paid 
it This is one issue about which 
Tbny Blair should be immune 
to the squealings of the rich and 
powerful. After all the Royal 
Family has made it just a little 
bit Jess respectable to avoid pay- 
ing inheritance tax. This is a tax 
which promotes equality of op- 
portunity and militates against 
class division. It was Gordon 
Brown's role model, David 
Lloyd George, who said that 
“Death is the most convenient 
time to tax rich people.” Jt'sstiH 
true. 
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Stock markets shaken as 
Yamaichi closure leads to 
collapse in confidence 



In a bid to calm international 
markets, the Japanese authorities 
yesterday promised to bail out 
customers of the ruined 
brokerage, Yamaichi Securities, 
but doubts about the stability of 
the country’s financial system 
overshadowed world stock 
markets, report Richard Uoyd Parry 
and Tom Stevenson. 


The Ministry of Finance ordered Ya- 
maichi to suspend all but its most routine 
operations after the company announced 
early yesterday morning that it was vol- 
untarily dosing down. 

The Japanese financial markets were 
closed for a public holiday yesterday, but 
elsewhere reactions were broadly negative. 
In London, shares fell sharply in early trade 
with the FTSE 100 index losing more than 
100 points at one stage. The market re- 
covered its poise Later in the day, howev- 
er, after Wall Street appeared to take the 
Asian turmoil in its stride. 

The FTSE 100 dosed 87.2 points down 
at 4898.6 after a day of very thin trading. 
By the end of trading in London, the Dow 
Jones index was only 50 points lower but 
it later moved lower as attention swung to 
how dealers would react in Tokyo when 
markets reopened after the long weekend. 

Western stock markets focused on the 
impact the collapse in confidence in the Far 
East would have on earnings forecasts for 
companies with a heavy Asian exposure and 
the worst performers included banks such 
as Standard Chartered and HSBC. Mer- 
rill Lynch said yesterday it thought adverse 
currency effects, slower economic growth 
and lower product prices would have a “sig- 
nificant” effect and money poured into per- 
ceived safe havens such as utilities. 

Others were more bullish, believing the 
thin volumes seen throughout yesterday’s 
session suggested that the early hills in UK 
equities were triggered by a markdown 
rather than any panic selling. The optimistic 
view sees the Japanese monetary authori- 
ties moving to restore investor confidence 
and global markets staging a swift recovery. 


Shares in South Korea, under the doud 
of an IMF rescue mission likely to phmge 
the economy into recession, fell 7 per cent 
yesterday to ah all-time low. Hong Kong’s 
Hang Seng index ended slightly higher up 
72 points at 10,620.1. 

Shobei Nozawa, Yamaichi’s president, 
wept as he made the official amv-tt-mf-eriv. pt 
after a weekend of crisis meetings failed 
to come up with any way of saving the com- 
pany, the f couth-biggest of the Japanese 
brokerages. "This unexpected situation on 
our 100th anniversary is heart breaking, 
we don't know how to beg the pardon of 
our customers, shareholders, and many re- 
lated people who care for us," the tearful 
executive told reporters during a press con- 
ference at the Tbkyo Stock Exchange. "As 
a representative of the company, 1 am 
deeply sorry." 

The government’s most senior finance 
officials moved quickly to promise pro- 
tection to customers of Yamaichi and to 
bail out other financial institutions facing 
credit difficulties. Declining stack prices, 
together with a stagnant economy, have 
made ft much more expensive for Japan- 
ese institutions to borrow money on the in- 
ternational markets. It was the decision by 
Moody’s, the American credit rating 
agency, to downgrade Yamaichi’s debt to 
junk bond stares last Friday that effectively 
sealed the brokerage’s fate. 

“Every effort will be made to protect 
the assets of Yamaichi’s clients," said the 
minister of finance, Hiroshi Miisuzuka. 
"Therefore we strongly urge investors 
and business clients not to be concerned 
and to stay calm. Although YamakhPs net 
worth is judged positive at this moment, 
we stand ready to take airy appropriate 
measures to secure the return of clients' 
assets and to ensure the orderly settlement 
of existing transactions and positions." 

In a separate press conference, the gov- 
ernor of fee Bank of Japan (BoJ), Yasuo 
Matsushita, announced it would extend un- 
limited unsecured loans to Yamaichi to pro- 
tect some 24 trillion yen in cheat deposits. 
He said the government would draft leg- 
islation intended to increase the size of bail- 
out funds for banks, insurance companies . 
and brokerages in order to protect against 
future failures. And, in an attempt to as- 


suage fears of further collapses of finanr 
dal institutions, he declared the BoTs readi- 
ness to taka "necessary supportive steps to 
cope with the risk of unexpected decline 
in market liquidity”.. 

The Tbkyo Stock Exchange will regfc- 
ter its reaction tins morning when it reqpens 
after a three-day holiday. When Japan’s 
tenth -largest bank, Hokkaido Thkusboku, 
went bust las: week, the Nikkei share av- 
erage rose on hopes that the failure would 
help the banking system to flush out the 
bad debts left over from the collapse of the 
bubble economy. 

ThecoUapse of Yamaichi is a traumatic 
event unlikely to be greeted so positively. 
Its collapse is the biggest corporate failure 
in J apan since the Second Vfozid Wtr. Ya- 
maichi employed 7,500 people at 117 do- 
mestic branches and more than 30 
branches overseas. 

The collapse has also exposed once 
again the seemingly endemic corruption m 
a financial sector which has promised again 
and again to dean up its act. Earlier this 
year, Yamai chi's image was sullied when, 
along with the other three of the "big four" 
brokerages, it was implicated in a scandal 
involving illegal payments to a corporate 
racketeer. Over the weekend it emerged 
that the company had been hiding more 
than 260 billion yen in losses in dummy 
companies in the Cayman Islands. 

The existence of the debts, bigger even 
than tire huge hidden losses racked up by 
Sumitomo Corporation and the banks, 
Daiwa and Barings, will complicate the 
BoTsanssion to bail out the brokerage. The 
use of public funds to rescue mismanaged 
companies is highly unpopular among 
Japanese voters. 

The failure by the authorities to detect 
the losses undermines their credibility 
and raises the possibility that there are oth- 
er financial institutions simUarty burdened 
with secret debt. Some analysts detected 
an ambiguity in the government’s promise 
to protect depositors. Despite promising 
to extend loans to Yamaichi, the govern- 
ment has yet to commit itself to detailed 
measures to bolster up the weaknesses in 
the financial system in generaL . 

Outlook, page 23 
Hamish McRae, page 26 




The president of Yamaichi Securities, Shohei Nozawa, 
breaks into tears while answering a. question at a news., 
conference in Tokyo yesterday. “This unexpected 
situation on our lOOth anniversary is heartbreaking,” he 


US rejected Korea’s request for finance 


South Korea approached 
the US for emergency 
financing last week 
before having to turn to 
the International 
Monetary Fund. As Mary 
Dejevsky reports, the 
disclosure threatened to 
embarrass the 
Americans as they tried 
to use the summit of 
Pacific Rim nations in 
Vancouver this week to 
restore confidence in 
the Asian economies. 


As the first IMF inspectors 
started work in Seoul yesterday, 
South Korea mounted a force- 


ful defence of its economic 
record, seeking to distinguish 
the underlying strength of its 
economy from the debilitated 
state of the other faltering 
tiger economies. 

In what appeared to be a 
rehearsal of South Korea’s po- 
sition for the Asia-Pacific Eco- 
nomic Co-operation (Apec) 
summit, which opened yester- 
day, a team of senior South Ko- 
rean economic officials set out 
to clarify the reasons why South 
Korea had called in the IMF. 

Leading the team. Kim Ki 
Whah, ambassador at large 
for economic affairs, said there 
had been "insufficient under- 
standing" of current economic 
conditions in Korea and "in- 
adequate understanding of the 
background" to the call to the 


IMF. He insisted the funda- 
mentals of South Korea’s econ- 
omy were “very sound” and 
that the government had been 
largely successful in tackling the 
country’s $24bn (£14bn) cur- 
rent account deficit. 

If the present trend contin- 
ued, he said, the deficit would 
be reduced to J14bn for 1997 
- 3 per cent of GDP compared 
with 5 per cent for last year. 
This, he said, had been 
achieved with Little effect on 
overall growth, which was fore- 
cast to average 6 per cent for 
the current year, compared 
with 7.1 per cent in 1996. Ex- 
ports were growing strongly, 
and unemployment, at 2~5 per 
cent, remained low. 

Korea's problems, he said, 
had been precipitated by a 


credit squeeze, which had led 
to a wave of bankruptcies, and 
exacerbated by the fall of the 
Hong Kong stock market, 
which caused a sharp deterio- 
ration in international confi- 
dence. The result had been "a 
very sharp liquidity shortage", 
but a short-term one. 

Initially, the government 
had thought it could arrange 
emergency financing to tide the 
country over “without bother- 
ing the IMF". 

But, he added: “Korea ap- 
proached its closest allies, and 
the universal advice was that 
Korea should go to the IMF." 
In other words, although Mr 
Kim stressed the brevity and in- 
formality of the conversations 
and the tentative nature of 
Korea’s enquiries, the US (per- 


haps of likely opposition from 
Congress) and Japan (probably 
because of its own economic 
problems) had turned Korea 
down. 

South Korea’s officials ex- 
pressed confidence that nego- 
tiations with the IMF would go 
smoothly, saying that the IMF 
remedies would be little dif- 
ferent from those already pre- 
scribed by the country's own 
new deputy prime minister and 
economic supremo. 

The measures include the 
halving of the proportion of Ko- 
rean banks’ non-performing 
loans, from 6 per cent to 3 per 
cent of the total, just slightly 
more than the equivalent per- 
centage in the US: a pruning of 
financial institutions; and a big 
widening of the band within 


Europe and US wait to see if the 
spillover effect will dent growth 


Recruitment ‘vultures' lie in wait 
on doorstep of London office 


Now that Japan has 
fallen victim to the 
financial crisis rippling 
through Asia, the 
spillover effects on the 
US and Europe will be 
more pronounced. But, 
as Diane Coyle, Economics 
Editor, discovers, the 
experts are not sure how 
serious they might be. 


On the day when the collapse 
of Yamaichi Securities gave the 
clearest sign so far of the scale 
of the financial crias in Asa, the 
Organisation for Economic Co- 
operation and Development 
(OECD) published its author- 
itative ann ual report on the US 

economy. The assessment could 

not have been more glowing; 
but other economists warned 
that the Asian contagion could 
seriously dent growth in both 
the US and Europe. 

The main channel for any 


slowdown as a result of the cri- 
sis will be weaker exports to 
Japan, Korea and the Asian 
tigers. Not only will their de- 
mand for foreign goods shrink, 
but the exchange rate has also 
moved markedly in the favour 
of Asian exporters. 

Estimates vary, but this is ex- 
pected to shave up to half a per- 
centage point from European 
GDP growth and up to 1 per 
cent from the US growth rate. 

The buoyant state of the 
American economy offers the 
rest of the world its best insu- 
lation from Asian contagion. 
The OECD report concludes; 
"US macroeconomic outcomes 
continue to be extraordinary. 
Output growth has reached a 
new high for this cycle, the un- 
employment rate has fallen to 
a level not seen in a generation, 
and yet inflation shows no signs 
thus far of reacting to capacity 
pressures." 

The think-tank, which pre- 
pared its forecast before the lat- 
est developments in Japan and 


Korea, predicts US growth of 
3.8 per cent this year and per 
cent next This upbeat outlook 
suggests the crisis mig ht take tbe 
economy bade to its trend 
growth rate in 1998 but not 
much lower, especially as the 
Federal Reserve Board is ex- 
pected to keep interest rates un- 
changed as long as the 
uncertainty lasts. 

Some European economies 
are in. much a weaker position 
than the US. and analysts dis- 
agree over bow serious the im- 
pact on them will be. The 
recovery in France and Ger- 
many has been based on ex- 
ports, and they therefore look 
more vulnerable to a downturn. 

Gerard Lyons, chief econo- 
mist at DKB in London, argues 
that the Asian crisis therefore 
means there is a tendency to- 
wards global deflation. 

But lower exports are not the 
only possible spillover. For the 
UK, one of the biggest worries 
Is whether direct investments by 
Japanese and Korean compa- 


nies will be hit Although there 
are many more Japanese- 
owned plants, they are mostly 
well-established and in a strong 
financial position. 

However, Korean plants, 
such as LG’s massive £1.7bn in- 
vestment in South Whies, are 
thought to be at some risk of be- 
ing affected by South Korea’s 
impending recession. , 

Professor Garel Rhys, head 
of economics at Cardiff Uni- 


could be that LG came to Wales 
just in time and it could be some 
time before we see another 
major Korean investment” 
The Asian turmoil would 
continue to affect the financial 
markets as well as casting a di- 
rect shadow over economic 
prospects outside the region, an- 
alysts said. [ 

There will be a dimmer out- 
look for corporate earnings in 
sectors either most exposed to 
competition from South-east 
Asia or most dependent on ex- 
ports to the afflicted countries. 


The ambulance chasers from 
headhunting agencies were yes- 
terday waiting on Yamaichi's 
doorstep early enough to ap- 
proach members of the 300- 
strong staff before they were 
formally informed that they 
would soon be out of work. 

Even a journalist from a 
tabloid newspaper was sur- 
prised to come across the head- 
hunters that early in the day and 
called them “vultures." 

A representative from Par- 
allel International, tbe recruit- 
ment specialists, said the 
accusation was "a fat rich" and 
added that the doorstepping ex- 
ercise was “very fruitful". 

Staff were informed of their 
fete at a 9am meeting. Depart- 
mental heads were later in- 
structed to toy off “non-esseniial" 
staff as soon as possible. 

A Yamaichi spokesman said 
around 40 employees had been 
given redundancy notices, but 
could not provide farther details 
about the full redundancy 
timetable. He said: "Everybody 
will lose their job. It’s just a 


question of when." It is expected 
it will take at Least six months 
to wind down all of Yamaichi's 
London activities. 

Yamaichi was unable to say 
howm'Jch redundancy money its 
employees would receive. But it 
confirmed that "ail contractual 
bonuses” would be honoured. 
Of the 300 staff, some 250 are 
based at Yamaichi Internationa) 
Europe (YIE), its securities 
house, and the remainder are 
employed by Yamaichi Bank 
(UK) limited, its London- 
based commercial bank. 

Representatives from Par- 
allel International arrived at 
Ylfc’s offices at 9am, jnst as 
Kenkichi Nakajima, YIE's chief 
executive, was telling staff that 
they would lose their jobs. 

Parallel said it had received 
“around a dozen calls” from Ya- 
rns iebi staff. 

The firm also, confirmed it 
had made it on to a short list of 
selected headhunting agencies 
doing the rounds at Yamaichi’s 
London offices. 

-Lea Potman 
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said. Yamaichi announced it would shut down, setting off. 
a government offensive to assure a nervous world that 
the failure was not the start of an economic meltdown. 
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which the value of the Korean 
currency, the won, may vary 
against the dollar, from plus or 
minus 2 per cent to plus or mi- 
nus 10 per cent 

The government will also 
undertake to make public sta- 
tistics for the country's foreign 
debt. . 

The pain to Korea of hav- 
ing to caH in the IMF was clear 
from officials' insistence that 
Korea might not need the full 
$20bn in assistance, let alone 
the additional sums mooted by 
some analysts. 

Despite refusing Seoul’s re- 
quest for assistance, Washing- 
ton officials a.L Apec backed 
South Korea's optimistic prog- 
nosis, using it to “talk up” in- 
ternational confidence in the 
region's economies. 
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OUTLOOK 

ON JAPAN’S 
PROBLEMS, 
WHITEHALL'S ASSETS 
AND RED LAND'S 
TACTICS 


The Japanese blues are here to stay 


Whenever something calamitous hap- 
pens in the Japanese economy, a string of 
commentators, generally American and 
British, invariably come crawling out of 
the wood work to opine that it is always 
darkest just before the dawn, that things 
can hardly get worse and that the event 
should therefore be seen not as a reason 
for giving up on Japan, but as a buying op- 
portunity. 

Something like this has been argued in 
each of the last five years, and it generally 
causes a little rally In the Nikkei over the 
summer months, fed by ever hopeful over- 
seas investors. One person unashamedly to 

have adopted this stance was Ken Courtis, 
vice-president of Deutsche Rank Capital 
Markets in Japan and a recognised in- 
ternational guru on the Japanese market 
He argued powerfully at the beginning of 
this year that the worst was over, reform 
was ot the way, and it was time to buy Japan. 

This story is recounted not out of the 
sole purpose of embarrassing Mr Cour- 
tis, who in the post has had some good calls 
on Japan, but by way of warning to those 
who would see the collapse of Yamaichi 
as a cathartic experience that will galv anise 
the Japanese into action and bring about 
that long awaited bounce in the Nikkei. 
Unfortunately there is scant evidence of 
this occurring, and until there is, those who 
argue that things can only get better are 
just bottom fishing. 

The Japanese Government has not yet 
committed anything by way of public mon- 
ey even to the business of bailing out the 
country's insolvent banks, let alone the 


massive fiscal stimulus Japan so desper- 
ately needs to pull itself out of the dol- 
drums. As our Monday columnist, Gavyn 
Davies of Goldman Sachs, has argued, 
without this package Japan will limp on 
for years to come, her already weakened 
condition made infinitely worse by the col- 
lapse of the Asian Tiger economies. 

So far equity markets in Europe and 
the US have proved remarkably resilient 
to the horrors of the Far East. Having 
shown unnerving signs of crashing in late 
October, markets have since “uncrashed" 
and the overall correction in developed 
economies has been modesL Japan will 
obviously provide another important test 
when it begins trading a gain in the early 
hours of today after its long three day 
weekend. But at this stage it is lookiDg as 
if Armageddon has once more been post- 
poned. For the time being, markets seem 
happy to dismiss warnings of the export 
of Japanese deflation into the global 
economy as alarmist nonsense. 

In any case, some good is plainly 
bound to come out of it alL Markets are 
forcing the pace of change, exposing and 
trouncing the corrupt and cronyish prac- 
tices of these largely protected economies. 
Aid from the International Monetary Fund 
to the Tiger economies is coming at a high 
price in terms of structural reform. Events 
are plainly moving much more swiftly than 
the Japanese Government would like, but 
markets are in fact only imposing in the 
brutal way they often do what official pol- 
icy is already bent on achieving. 

It is always easy to forget in describing 


Thames Water shareholders attack 
Sir Robert Clarke’s pay package 


A shareholder rebellion 
^brewing at Thames 
Water over the pay 
packa g e of the group's 
chairman. Sir Robert 
^larke,. whose . . . 
remuneration has been 
criticised by the 
Chancellor. Institutional 
investors say Sir 
Robert’s j>ay is excessive 
as he is Handing over ■” 
responsibilities to the 
recently appointed chief 
executive. Nigel Cope, 

City Correspondent, 
reports. 


Institutions complained that, as 
Sir Robert is effectively “wind- 
ing down" bis involvement with 
the group ahead of his retire- 
ment in 1999, he should be paid 


a fraction of his current salary. 
Sir Robert was paid £247,000 
in the year to March but was 
awarded a-4 per cent “cost of 
living" increase in July. One 
leading shareholder said: 
“There is an element of prin- 
ciple here as to whether the re- 
muneration committee is realty 
doing its job. I believe institu- 
tions should make a stand.” 

Some investors- feel Sir 
Robert is “banging on" as ex- 
ecutive chairman even though 
Bill Alexander was recently 
promoted to chief executive. 
They said Sir Robert’s in- 
creased pay was justified when 
he was fulfilling the role of act- 
ing chief executive but should 
have fallen following Mr 
Alexanders appointment 

Another shareholder said: 
“You have to question whether 
the board is acting in the best 
interests of shareholders. If 
they want a chairman to slay on 
until ho retires I don’t see why 


he should gel more than, say, 

£ 100 , 000 ." 

Thames W&ter defended its 
decision to retain Sir Robert as 
executive chairman on full pay 
even though a full-time chief ex- 
ecutive had been appointed to 
replace Michael Hoffman. He 
left the group 18 months ago af- 
ter a disastrous diversification 
policy. 

A spokeanan said: “What we 
have got is a strong central 
team that is delivering results in 
ihe utilities business and the noo- 
regulated operations. There is 
still a role for Sir Robert." 

The company denied that an 
18-month handover was ex- 
cessive and said Sir Robert 
was doing a full, five-day week. 
“We feel this is in the best in- 
terests of shareholders and 
neither we nor our brokers 
have heard from any investors." 

However, the company 
hopes to defuse the situation by 
contacting its top 10 institu- 


tional investors. These indude 
Chase Manhattan, Franklin 
Resources, MAM. Sun Life. 
Standard Life, Legal & General 
and FiudentiaL 

Some institutions have 
drawn attention to Sir Robert's 
poor record in his executive po- 
sition at United Biscuits, the 
McVities smirks group. During 
his four-year tenure as chief ex- 
ecutive from 1986. United Bis- 
cuits shares underperformed 
the market badly. In the fol-‘ 
lowing five years, when he was 
chairman, they underperformed 
by more than 30 per cent 
Thames Wfcter provoked 
the ire of Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
the month when he learned that 
Sir Robert was to enjoy a pay 
rise even though his responsi- 
bilities were diminishing. The 
chancellor said be would not tol- 
erate a “new round of board- 
room irresponsibility" in the 
privatised utilities. 



the Japanese economy that it is essentially 
a tale of two economies. While the pro- 
tected service, construction and financial 
sectors have continued to flounder, Japan 
still has a whole raft of internationally com- 
petitive, world class companies (Sony.Tby- 
ota. Cannon), which have remained 
immune to the present crisis. 

Japan's awakening to reality in its own 
domestic economy has been a long and 
difficult one. The real world is proring a 
rather more brutal than the one Japan has 
traditionally inhabited. Structural reform 
may be the only way out for these 
economies, but the road to salvation is a 
highly painful one. Certainly it is in itself 
unlik ely to prove conducive to a revival 
in the Japanese stock market, lb most ex- 
ternal observers it is obvious that Japan 
needs to acco mp any structural reform with 
a massive fiscal stimulus. Unfortunately, 
this is by no means obvious to (he Japan- 
ese Government. 

Register is a 
good start 

The Antiques Roadshow collided with 
Whitehall yesterday and the result, ac- 
companied by plenty of oohing and 
nahing, was the National Asset Register. 
This is a 550-page record of everything the 
Government owns, right down to the last 
shredding machine, forklift truck, Polaris 
submarine (one careful owner, end of Cold 
War forces sale) and Stubbs oiL Alastair 
Darling, the saturnine Chief Secretary to 


maltM an lTnfilrely Hugh Scul- 
ley. But even he could barely suppress the 
odd gasp of avaricious excitement as the 
booty was checked over 

Exhibit One: The old dock that has sat 
around the Cabinet Office gathering dust 
for three centuries. Realty, £80.000? Well 
1 never. And that’s not alL There are 
1 1,000 works of an buried away in White- 
hall’s books, not to mention regal thrones. 
50 museums, 1300 highland crofts, 1.000 
answerp hones (all at the DTI apparently), 
enough bloodstock to fill 10 stud farms, 
the odd Nelson's cvrimwn and the car park 
next to Ipswich football ground. 

Tbtal public spending is running at a 
shade over £300bn a year. By a han tty quirk 
of fate, the Government’s assets are reck- 
oned to be worth about the same. Just 
th?nlc bow much more cash Gordon 
Brown would have to play with, and all 
of it perfectly legit, if we just said off one 
or two bits and pieces from this remain- 
ing hoard of family silver. 

There are, of course, limits on how 
much money 'Whitehall departments 
would be all owed to raise through sales 
of unwanted and underutilised assets 
and you have to wonder bow much, if any- 
thing, a lot of it would fetch. 

But the Register is a handy start at iden- 
tifying privatisation candidates. More 
importanlty, ft marks the first step towards 
the introduction of conventional resource 
accounting across Whitehall from 1999 on- 
wards. That will oblige the Government 
to do all those boring old things that form 
a part of commercial life, like producing 


cash flow statements and separating cap- 
ital from current accounting. Any im- 
provement in the transparency of the 
public accounts is obviously a good thing. 

Remember what 
happened to Scott 

Redland, the besieged building materials 
group, is utilising a form of the famous 
Captain Oates defence (I'm going out, 1 
may be some time), by caving into per- 
ceived shareholder pressure and agreeing 
to eject Robert Napier as chief executive. 
The idea here is that fcy jettisoning the man 
seen as chiefly responsible for the com- 
pany's dreadful performance in recent 
years, Redland might convince share- 
holders to give its other directors tbe ben- 
efit of the doubt and reject Lafarge’s 
hostile £I.67bn takeover bid. As its de- 
scription implies, deployment of such a de- 
fence always smacks a little of desperation. 

For a start, there is the ominous fact 
that Captain Oates’s act of self sacrifice 
didn't in practice work; Scott and the oth- 
ers perished anyway. And for seconds, 
there is the uncomfortable truth that io 
milling a £700,000 payoff as he wanders 
off into the ni gh t for a pee, Mr Napier isn’t 
sacrificing anything. In departing into the 
storm, he seems to be taking with him the 
socks, remaining victuals and a couple of 
sleeping bags to boot. Providing Gallic 
pride doesn’t get the better of Lafarge, and 
it sweetens its offer a little, the betting must 
still be with tbe French. 


Smiths chairman’s retirement sparks GEC speculation 


Sir Roger Hum is today ex- 
pected to announce his retire- 
ment as chai rman of Smiths 
Industries, heightening specu- 
lation that be will become the 
next chainnan of the GEC de- 
fence and electronics giant . 

Shareholders attending 
Smiths’ annual meeting at its 
North-west Loudon head- 
quarters will be told that Sir 
Roger intends to step down 
after 29 years with the group, 
the last six of them as chairman. 

However, there will not be 
an announcement either from 
GEC or Smiths about where he 


is going although his appoint- 
ment to the chairman’s job at 
GEC in succession to Lord 
Prior now looks increasingly 
like a formality. “He has the 
right background, he has tbe ex- 
perience in defence and he is 
well respected. Everything 
seems to fit," said one source. 

Sir Roger has been tipped 
to take over at GEC for some 
months. However, his present 
£719,000-a-year contract at 
Smiths does not run out until 
November next year, at which 
point he can leave with three 
mouths’ notice. GEC needs to 


sort out the succession to the 
chairman's job by March, when 
Lord Prior retires from the 
£200,00(>-a-year posL 

Lord Prior, GEC’s outgoing 
chairman, told shareholders in 
September that the company 
would name a successor early 
the new year. Sir Roger, aged 
59. emerged as a leading con- 
tender for the job after George 
Simpson matte dear that he was 
breaking with GECs tradition 
of appointing former politi- 
cians to its board, killing off 
rumours that Michael Heseltine 
might succeed Lord Prior. 


Sir Roger, who joined Smiths 
Industries in 1958 and has run 
the company since 198 L has al- 
reatty built up a dose relation- 
ship with Mr Simpson. They are 
both non -executive directors of 
ICI and share backgrounds in 
the engineering industry. 

If GEC does appoint Sir 
Roger, the move would bolster 
City expectations that Mr 
Simpson will accelerate the re- 
form of the group which makes 
everything from trains to Hot- 
point kitchen appliances. 

- Michael Harrison 
and Chris Godsmark 
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Jourh^ times will fa® slashed by UietHting train, capable of a maximum speed of I60mph ■ - 

fBids in for Virgin’s £1 bn tilting trains 


Long^uffering passengers on the 

West Coast Mainline can look 
forward to travelling in the lap of., 
luxury in the next millennium after 
bids were handed in yesterday for 
the biggest train order m British 
railway history. Michael Harrison 

reports on what travellers 

can expect. 

Tire order for a fleet of 55 
ing trains placed by Viigm 
almost £lbu including the costo PP^ 
«nd maintaining it over 


rngUKroUmg Stock — 7 

tbe 13-year life of the franchise ^ three 

classes of travel -premium^ 

standard dais, executive lounges, seat rew. 

nicn he fitted witb spe- 


dal childr en’s seats. 


Three competing bids were handed in 
by yesterday’ s deadline from GEC-Fiat, 
Adtranz and Siemens. . 

Virgin expected to narrow the short- 
Iist to Jwq next month, announce s pre- 
ferred bidder in January and sign firm 
contracts in March. _ 

The trains will replace some of the old- 
est and most decrepit rolling stock on the 
rail network and wiH start entering service 
in 2001- Once the new fleet is in operation 

. and the West Coast Mamline has been up- 
graded by Railtiack at a total cost of £2.1 bn, 
the journey time from London toBum- 

ingham will be cut to one hour. Manchester 
will be two horns away and Glasgow four 

• hours. , ’ . . . 

The tilting trains will be able to travel 

at a TwaTimnni speed of 140 mph al- 
though the three manufacturers have 
teen asked, to include an option m their 
bids for trains capable of 160 mph. 
GEC-Alsthom and Rat yesterday un- 


veiled a half life-size model of tbe Pen- 
dolino tilting train winch they are offering 
to supply- The train is already in service 
in Italy and eight other European coun- 
tries and Great North Eastern Railways has 
ordered two Pendolinos. *' 

Peter Murray, managing director of 
GEC-Alsthom, said that if it won the con- ' 
test then 70 per cent of the work would 
come to the UK. The bogies, tflting mech- 
anism and body sbeOs wiU come from Italy. 

' But all the traction equipment and inte- 
riors will be UK-sourced and the trains will 
be assembled at GEC-Alsthom’s Birm- 
ingham and Preston factories which em- 
ploy a total of 1,900. 

Adtranz, a joint venture between ABB 
and Daimler Benz is offering the Swedish 
X2000 tflting train but again this will be 
' assembled at Its Derby fectoty, formerly 
part of British Rail Engineering. Siemens 
is bidding with the German ICE train - 
Inter City Express. 
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Despite every effort, unforeseen dangers can upset the calmest of business 
environments. However, a Trade Indemnity credit insurance policy can help 
you do business with confidence, wherever you choose to trade. 

Our World Markets policy has been developed In response to the growing 
need for a simple method of insuring UK and overseas commercial debt, 
plus overseas political risk through a single policy. 

Trade Indemnity the UK’s leading credit Insurer, and part of EULER -the world's 
largest credit insurance group, has nearly 80 years’ worldwide experience 
providing credit management solutions to businesses of every size, in all sectors. 
For more details about our World Markets policy, call 01454 204104. With 
World Markets, no one can take a bite out of your business. 
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Japan looks good 
for risk-takers 


After the oollapsc of yet another Japan- 
ese financial firm, should investors 
steer dear of the land of the rising sun? 
The answer, perversely, is no. It seems 
there is nothing like the sight of a big 
Japanese broker going under to cheer 
investors up. 

Since the Japanese government an- 
nounced that it would allow Yamaichi 
Securities to become Japan’s biggest- 
ever corporate failure, the mood of in- 
ternational fund managers has switched 
from sullen bearishness to tentative 
optimism. 

The long-held perception is that 
Japan’s ministry of finance has been 
sweeping fundamental problems under 
the tatami - such as ignoring massive 
bad debts and turning a blind eye to 
questionable corporate practice. Recog- 
nition that Yamaichi Securities bad to 
go to the wall appears, at first glance, 
to be the be ginnin g of the end of Japan's 
bear market. 

To Western eyes, Japan has for too 
long resisted the combination of mar- 
ket forces and bad debts which have ted 
Yamaichi - and before it Sanyo Secu- 
rities and Hokkaido Takusboku bank - 
into effective bankruptcy. 

The political unpopularity of using 
public money to bail out brokers in the 
midst of a recession has stopped finance 
ministers from stepping in to protect the 
interests of customers. But because it 
appears that the Government is now 
taking a tougher, more realistic ap- 
proach to systemic problems in the sec- 
tor, institutional investors are now 
thinking a gain. Paul Kirkby, head of the 
Japanese desk at Global Asset Man- 
agement, is now cautiously selecting 
Japanese banking stocks after avoiding 
them for 10 years. 

However, for all bul the oppor- 
tunistic, any calls to buy must be hedged 
with provisos. Japan’s economic policy 
remains a muddle - as Peter Wbelpton, 
president of Gartmore's Japanese op- 
erations, points out And the spectre of 
systemic risk, affecting further banks and 
life insurance companies, is as daunt- 
ing as ever. More worrying, the gov- 
ernment has left itself with little room 
for manoeuvre, with interest rates 
already as low as 0 5 per cent. 

Outside banking, there may be some 


RM: At a glance 

Market valuB: £1 64m, share price 92Qp ( +0p) 

Turnover (£m) 66.2 65.5 

Pretax profits 
Earnings per share (p) * 17.0 

Dividends 


war to 30 Sept 


80.7 


99.0 


UK educational IT 
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£lQ_2m to £9_5m. That pats the shares 
on a steep 40 tunes earnings. Long- 
term growth prospects remain good. 


US blow to 
Bluebird Toys 


scope for bottom picking - though not 
in export stocks such as Sony, which 
have already priced in the low yen. The 
rewards could be great, this is strict- 
ly for the risk takers. 


RM thrives on 
classroom IT 


League tables, parental choice and 
a Labour government intent on 
hooking up every child in the UK to 
the Internet mean schools are start- 
ing to take information technology 
seriously. 

Teachers still spend less than one 
per cent of their budgets on educa- 
tional information technology, but 
total spending on computers and soft- 
ware in schools has risen six-fold in 
the past ten years and is accel- 
erating. 

Happily for its investors, RM is at 
the forefront of taking IT into the 
classroom. Shares in the company, 
which floated at 175p in 1994, have 
powered ahead as the company con- 
tinues to take market share from its 
only real rival -the Acorn/Apple joint 
venture. 


Shares in the company held firm 
at 920p, despite yesterday’s caution 
that next year’s interim profits would 
be lower than last year due to an extra 
£750,000 RM is ploughing into new 
products and that £100m of the 
government money which is 
committed to educational IT will 
not be available to schools until 
RM’s second half. 

Nobody worried too much either 
that Mike Fischer, RM’s founder and 
chief executive for 24 years, is 
stepping into a non-executive role. 

The focus was more on RM’s in- 
creasing market share in primary 
and secondary schools. Unlike 
Acorn/ Apple, RM’s software ts based 
on the universal Microsoft operating 
system. It also sells directly to 
teachers rather than through agents, 
allowing it to step in quickly to offer 
new products. 

Though hardware, a low-margin 
business, still represents over 60 per 
cent of die group’s revenues, RM’s 
services and software divisions are 
growing much faster. RM also moved 
early Into the Internet, with over 
three-quarters of the market in 
network connections. 

Credit Lyonnais Laing has 
tweaked 1998 forecasts down from 


The higher they fly, the harder they fall 
And Bluebird Toys has certainly taken 
a dive. Shares in this one-time glam- 
our stock soared to 375p two years ago. 
Yesterday the price sank neatly 20 per 
cent to a near five year low of 81.5p 
when the company issued its second 
profit warning of the year. This is not 
the kind of early Christmas present 
chief executive Chris Burgin had in 

mind. 

The latest warning was caused by 
a bombshell from Mattel, the US toy 
giant which distributes Polly Pock- 
et, Bluebird's best selling toy outside 
of the UK. It has decided not to sell 
Polly Pocket at all in North Ameri- 
ca next year ahead of a relaunch of 
the brand in 1999. This is a serious 
blow for Bluebird as sales of Polly 
Pocket in North America will ac- 
count for 7 per cent of group rev- 
enues this year. 

Investors should be concerned on 
two counts. One is the immediate im- 
pact on the bottom line. Profits are 
expected to come in at around £5m- 
£6m this year compared to previous 
forecasts of some £8 l5hl 

The second issue is whether 
Mattel will work as hard on mar- 
keting Polly Pocket outside the US 
when it is not being sold in its main 
market. Given that Polly Pocket ac- 
counts for almost half of Bluebird’s 
annual sales, this is a serious concern. 

It may be that Mattel is cooling 
on Polly completely and will decide 
not to relaunch it in the US after alL 
Given a plethora of other, reason- 
ably priced goodies to tempt chil- 
dren these days - the Tamagotchi 
virtual pet for one - Polly Pocket 
may have run out of puff. A rescue 
bid or management buy-out is a pos- 
sibility, particularly with the com- 
pany valued at little more than its 
£15m cash pile. 

On a forward multiple of just 10, 
the share price reflects these worries. 
The crucial Christinas period also 
looms. Unattractive on fundamentals. 


US rival launches 
£1,1 bn hostile bid 
for Allied 


Allied Colloids was 
plunged into a battle for 
survival yesterday after 
Hercules, a US rival, 

launched a hostile £1 -I bn 
bid for the chemicals 
group. Andrew Yates finds 
that, with other bidders 
likely to alter the fray. 
Allied faces an uphill 
struggle to keep its 
independence 


said yesterday: “This is a veiy 
generous offer. Allied has un- 


Hercules yesterday launched a 
stinging attack on Allied Col- 
loids’ poor investment record 
and its management as it made 

a unsolicited £1.1 bn, 155p-a- 
share swoop for the company. 

The US chemicals group 
criticised Allied for its poor 
share price performance, its 
disappointing investment per- 
formance and its ineffective re- 
sponse to rising raw material 
prices an d the strength of the 
pound, which has pummelled 
profits. 

Keith Elliott, chairman and 
chief executive of Hercules, 


by joperceuLuvci — — 

years. Other exporters have not 
underperformed by as much as 
others are managed better. 

However, David Farrar, 

chief executive of Allied, blast- 
ed Hercules’ bid and promised 
to mount a strong defence. 
“This undervalues ourcom- 
pany. It is an unrealistic bid. yk 
are not for sale and have a 
bright independent future,’’ 
he said. 

Allied’s shares jumped 41.4p 

to 167.5p, well above the offer 
price, reflecting the widely beki 
view in the City that the bid is 
not high enough to ensure suc- 
cess. Analysts are predicting a 
protracted takeover battle 
which is likely to involve more 
than one bidder. 

Michael Eastwood, chemi- 
cals analyst at Dresdner Klein- 
wort Benson, said: “This is not 
a knockout bid. Afair price for 
the business is around 180p." 

One analyst said: ‘Allied is 
unlikely to remain as a publicly 
quoted company but it will 


probably be sold for a higher - 

price: I wouldn’t be surprised 

if Allied was forced to reopen 

tana with other groups to tiy 
and find a white knight.’’ 

Mr Efliott proclaimed: “Tnis 
is a great business combination 
creating an excellent portfolio 
of speciality chemicals.” “ 

Experts believe Hercules 

could create £ 200 m of cost sav- 
ing? from the deal by 1999. 
However analysts point out 

that it does not have a UK base • 

and is not a direct competitor 
in any of Allied’s main busi- 
nesses. A larger chemicals 
group which operates in Al- 
lied’s markets would be able to 
extract higher cost saving? and 
could afford to up the stakes. 

Likely potential bidders in- 
clude the US groups Dow and 
Allied Signal and the European 
giants BASF and Gba. The 
cash-rich UK rival Laporte has 
ruled itself out of the running 

so for but may be tempted. jL 

Only last week Allied ad- t? 
mitted it was in tentative 
takeover talks, only to an-r 
Bounce on Friday that they had 
come to nothing. 


BT drops move to new 


British Telecom has shelved 
plans to move its most senior 
staff into a brand new£Z4m a 
year central London head- 
quarters building, following 
the collapse of its merger hopes 

with MCI of the US. 

The block in Berkeley 
Square, one of London's most 
sought-after locations, was to 
have been the headquarters of 
Concert, the company created 
from the planned merger with 
MCI. 

It would have housed 150 
top BT staff including Sir Lain 
Vhllance, chairman, and Sir 
Peter Bonfield, chief executive, 
though other staff would re- 


main it the current BT Centre 
near St Paul’s Cathedral. 

BT signed a 15-year lease on 
the block in August, but con- 
firmed yesterday that it would 
no longer be moving into the 
building- and was seeking an- 
other tenant. The company 
h?H previously hinted that it 
would use the offices whether 
or not the merger went ahead. 
BT admitted defeat a fort- 
night ago after WorldCom 
raised its rival offer for MCI 
from S30bn (£18bn) to S37bn. 

Despite the uncertainty over 
the merger, BT had recently be- 
gun fitting out the building, a 
task expected to cost at least an- 


other The company said 
this had been confined to 
“prep a ratory renovation work.” 
though this has zociuded ripping 
out part of on expensive slate 
floor in the large entrance lob- 
by. The steel and glass block has 

seven floors of offices, plus 
basements with car parking^ 
space. to* 

Ralph Pearson, director of 
Chesterton's, which negotiated 
the original deal for Prudential, 
the building’s owner, said: *Wfe 
can confirm that the letting was 
completed in August and BT 
has been pressing on with fit- 
ting out the biuMing.” 

- Chris Godsmark 


JJB Sports staff reap £4.5m Tesco eyes Far East expansion 


Thirty four workers at JJB 
Sports, the sports retailer, have 
made a paper fortune of £4.5m 
between them on share options 
granted at the time of the corn- 
parry’s stock market flotation. 

The senior staff, which in- 
clude ansa managers, buyers 
and warehouse managers, were 
granted the options over JJB 
shares when the retailer came to 
the market in 1994. The shares, 
which started trading at the 
equivalent of 77p three years 
ago, dosed at 604p last Friday, 
a rite of 684 per cent though they 


edged down to 593-25p yester- 
day. The current market value 
of the shares under option is 
£5-15m, with a gain of £4-5m. 

In its three years on die 
market JJB has grown its 
turnover from £60 -5m to £130m 
while profits have risen from 
£7.6m to £203m 

David Whelan, chairman of 
JJB said: “I believe that no 
business grow at this rate 
without signifi cant input of time 
and effort by its staff and I am 
delighted dial so many of our se- 
nior staff are benefiting from the 


company’s success over the last 
three years." 

Mir Whelan said he was con- 
fident that a significan t number 
of the shares would be retained 
by the staff though some kind of 
“spending spree” is expected. 

JJB had 123 stores at the time 
of flotation. It opens its 200th 
outlet next month. The compa- 
ny has benefited from the surge 
in popularity in branded sports- 
wear with clothing and trainers 
from companies such as Adidas, 
Nike and Reebok. 

- NigelCope 


Tfesco is to send a team of man- 
agers to the Far East in the next 
few months to examine the pos- 
sibility of opening stores in 
South Korea, Thiwan and Thai- 
land. Tbe supermarket group has 
been monitoring the area from 
its buying office in Hong Kong 
but is now keen to gain more in- 
formation on the key markets. 

Tfesco said it was not deterred 
by the turmoil in financial mar- 
kets in the Far East saying that 
the longer term prospers in the 
region were still good. “There 
is no commitment yet but it is 


a good tune to look. These are 
strong consumer markets." 

Tesco is keen to establish if 
markets such as Thailand and 
Taiwan would prove profitable 
areas for die hypermarket for- 
mat it has expanded so success- 
fully in central Europe. Tfesco 
already has stores in Raland, 
Hungary and Czechoslovakia 
and is expanding rapidly. It wiU 
open six more hypermarkets in 
these countries next year and a 
further 6-10 the year after. 

Tfesco’s Far Eastern adven- 
ture highlights tbe different 


strategies of the top food re- 
tailers. While Tfesco is concen- 
trating on Europe and the Far 
East, Salisbury's still feels tbe 
US is a more profitable route 
to expansion. Asda is per- 
forming well under its lower 
prices proposition while Safe- 
way which issued another prof- 
its warning next week looks set 
for a period of consolidation 
during which it will look to re- 
turn cash to shareholders after 
its plans to merge with Asda 
were called off. 

- Nigd Cope 
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Footsie tumbles 

MARKET REPORT 


as the shock waves from Japan reach London 



The closure of Yaraaichi Se- 
curities was always going to 
dominate trading around the 
world yesterday. As expected, 
Footsie tumbled immediately 
after opening, and never real- 
ly recovered. That said, al- 
^ though the index remained 

heavily subdued all day, shares 
CATHY NEWMAN marked down rather than 

sold off. Volume was un extra- 
ordinary, with almost 660 mil- 
lion shares changing hands. 

Footsie dropped to 4883.6. 
down 1022 points, at mid- 
morning, but closed just 
grazing the 4,900 mark, down 
87.2 points at 4,898.6. 

Investors did not need a 
oystaJ ball to predict which 
companies would suffer the 
most. Financial stocks, partic- 
ularly those with interests in the 
Far East, were marked down 
most heavily. Standard Char- 
tered was once again thrown to 
the lions- or should that be the 


Asian tigers? - and plunged 46p 
to 682p, heading the league of 
Footsie falters. HSBC was also 
left licking its wounds as it 
dosed down 82p at £14.85. 
The pair dragged other banks 
with them, with Woolwich and 
Halifax both worse off at the 
end of trading. 

One company with Hong 
Kong influences which proved 
an enigma yesterday was Cable 
& Wireless. Having shed 16.5p 
in the morning C&W reversed 
its losses and by the end of the 
day was the most wanted blue 
chip, up 135p to 527p. Deal- 
ers said the company was be- 
ing re-evaluated in the light of 
the bidding war for MCI, the 
US telecoms group. 

Leaving Yamaichi-inspired 
shock waves to one side, an 
array of profit warning; and 
negative trading statements 
sent several third-division 
stocks plummeting Bluebird 


Toys found itself out of pocket, 
alter it said its results for the 
current year would fall below 
market expectations. The 
shares dropped I8.5p to 81 .5p 
on news that Mattel, Blue- 
bird’s international distribu- 
tor. would not distribute its 
Polly Pocket toy in North 
America next year. 

European Telecom also suf- 
fered after a profit warning of 
sorts. It fell 51p to 26 Ip after 
Warren Hardy, chairman and 
chief executive, said the dra- 
matic rale of growth would in- 
evitably slow down in the short 
term. 

Bid speculation fuelled a 
handful of stocks, despite the 
falling market. Allied Colloids 
has been up and down like a yo- 
yo in the last week. The com- 
pany was forced to confirm it 
was in merger talks with an un- 
named suitor last week, but the 
love affair was never consum- 


mated. The shares were ex- 
pected to plunge this morning 
after Friday's announcement 
after trading dosed that merg- 
er talks had been terminated. 
In the event, a hostile US bid- 
der emerged over the weekend 
- Hercules Corporation - and 
Allied led the second -division 
dimbers to finish up 41 .5p at 
167.5p. 

Allied’s gains supported the 

FTSE 100 

share price index, since 1 May 
5400 



rest of the chemicals industry. 
ADwight&WDson improved by 
3J>p to 162_5p, and Manders 
ended 2J5p better off at 147p. 

There were other bid 
targets to choose from yester- 
day. Dealers were shopping at 
Safeway, for example, which 
jumped EL5p to 325 Jp. It was 
buoyed by Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell, which believes the 
shares are now undervalued fol- 
lowing last week’s profit warn- 
ing The market hoped a 
foreign buyer might step in, or 
alternatively that the merger 
with Asda Group might be re- 
suscitated Asda cased 6p to 

162p. 

Hanson also benefited from 
takeover hopes. Some market- 
makers believed last week's exit 
of Robert Hanson, son of his 
Lordship, could flush out a bid 
for the company. It ended (x5p 
up at 290 .5p. Dealers said the 
Lafarge bid for Redland had 


raised awareness of the aggre- 
gates sector. 

Water stocks were again 
enjoying a veritable flood of 
buyers, after Credit Lyonnais 
i .flin g said It was very positive 
on the sector. Severn Tkent, 
continuing a good run last 
week, was among the best 
Footsie performers yesterday, 
climbing 20p to 960p- The 


TAKJNG jTOCK 

Wine connoissears will soon 
get a chance to imbibe some 
California Wine Company 

stock- The group, which 

produces wine in the Napa 
\feBey and is traded on Oliex, 
Is raising $L67m (£990,000) 
through a one-for-four rights 
issue at $1-50 (88Bp> a sbare - 
The money will be used to 
renovate and expand part of 
its vineyard, and to buy wine 
in bulk to benefit from higher 
demand in the marketplace. 


today. Continuing hopes of a 
share buyback, and rumours of 
email acquisitions appeared to 
be driving the stock. Angl i an 
Wfcter firmed lOp to 830p, and 
Wessex Water added 4Jp to 
51 Up. 

Great Universal Stores was 

momentarily in demand on 
the strength of a buy note 
from Merrill Lynch. The cata- 
logue home shopping compa- 
ny added as much as 34p at one 
point, but dosed unchanged at 

706p. 


at 7ft5p. 

The Range Cooker Company 
is cooking op a listing on AIM. 
It is hying to raise £700,000 to 
develop its Britannia range of 
ovens, and to introduce its new 
Sheffield line. The group is 
expected to be ca pita liswl at 
around £6-25m when trading 
begins on December L In the 
year to the end of April 1997, 
pre-tax profits jumped from 
£164,000 to £990JX)0. 
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Yamaichi collapse will end the 
Japanese culture of concealment 



HAMISH 

MCRAE 

ON THE END 
OF ASIAN 
CONFIDENCE 


Just over 10 years ago, at die end 
of October 1987, 1 found myself 
in Tokyo in the offices of Yasuda 
Fire and Marine, one of Japan’s 
largest insurance groups. It was 
a week after the Wall Street 
crash and everyone, unsurpris- 
ingly, was talking of the threat 
to the world economy from 
financial market instability. The 
Japanese view, however, was 
much more bullish than in Lon- 
don or New York: the crash was 
just a dip, a slit in the graph of 
upward movements. 

During the meeting, the 
most senior of the Yasuda peo- 
ple was called out to take a 
phone calL When he returned ' 
a few minutes later he was very 
excited. It had been the Ministzy 
of Finance on the line, and die 
message to Japan's institutional 
investors was that they should 
buy US securities in a co-ordi- 
nated way. “Japan,” he mid 
proudly, “will save America.” 

This week, with the collapse 
of Yamaichi Securities and the 
visit to the IMF of Korea, the 
boot seems to be on the other 
foot Jt is not just that Asian tri- 
umphalism is out. To judge by 
the assurances of President Bill 
Clinton at the Asia-Pacific Eco- 
nomic Co-operation summit in 
^ncouver, it is America (or at 
least the US and its allies at the 
IMF) that will save Asia But 
there are other, more impor tant, 
lessons to be gleaned from this 
10-year perspective than the 
ease with which the balance of 
power in the world economy 
seems to flip around. We are in 
the middle of quite a complex 
turning point in the world econ- 
omy and it is quite difficult even 
to identify which of the various 
current concerns really mat- 
ters and which will seem unim- 
portant a decade hence. Here 
are some suggestions. 

Korea fixsL The strong prob- 
ability is that this is the turning 
point fin: Korea, just as the IMF 
visit to Britain in 1976 proved 
the turning point here. The 
IMF is not perfect, as its many 
critics around the world would 
testify. But it has an enormous 


amount of experience in estab- 
bshing macro-economic stab 3- 
ify: ft knows how to turn the 
fina n c es- of a co untr y round. 
Putting A new economic pro- 
gramme inpiace in Korea is bog 

s tandar d stuff. Korea is not an 
inherently unstable developing 
country so the criticism that 
IMF programmes do not take 
into account developing coun- 
try problems dora not appfy Ko- 
rea just needs apause to scat out 
its problems. 

So with one possible cloud, 
the strong probability is t hat in 
three or four years' time Korea 
win have its balance of payments 

back under control, its banks re- 
financed, and its large compa- 
nies refocused or, in the case of 
two or three of the weaker 
groups, broken up. The success 
story win resume, though in a 
more measured and cautious 
way. The cloud, the thing which 
might cause the Korean recov- 
ery to abort, is of course the se- 
curity situation in North Korea 
-but that is beyond the realms 
of economics. A decade hence 
we wQl still be deeply con- 
cerned about North Korea, 
whatever happens. But the IMF 
rescue of the south will be a dis- 
tant memory. 

Japan is more complex. The 
fact that Tbkyo was on holiday 
yesterday means that we have no 
immediate reaction to Yamaichi 
Securities' demise, but we 
should not trust it even if we 
had, for first reactions are 
frequently misleading- It will be 
several weeks before it is sen- 
sible to make a real judgement. 
That said, there are several 
reasons to believe that the shut- 
down wfll be very positive for the 
Japanese financial system, and 
for the economy, in the long run. 

Fora start, Yamaichi, though 
the oldest of the big four secu- 
rities houses, has long been the 
weakest Further, the securities 
houses, despite their size and 
importance, have always had a 
slightly flash imago in Japan, 
compared with the banks - 
rather in the way stockbrokers 
had in Britain before the First 


World War. So this is not like a 
lag bank folding. 

Besides, financial systems 
heed to be seen to punish fail- 
ure to keep themselves sweet 
The great problem of the Japan- 
ese financial system has been its 
lack of transparency: problems 
are swept under the carpet 
Admitting that a firm which is 
bust really is bust is a vital step 
towards establishing a trans- 
parent accounting system in 
Japanese finance. When any 
large financial institution fails, 
there will be collateral damage: 
other institutions not connected 
will be hurt So expect a rise in 
the “Japan premium”, the extra 
amount Japanese financial in- 
stitutions have to pay for funds 
on the market The ratings 
agencies will now doubtless 
downgrade other Japanese bor- 
rowers. But assuming that the 
subsequent fall-out is managed 
competently by the Japanese au- 
thorities, this failure could well 
mark the turning point in the 
fortunes of Japan Inc. 

There is a risk that the crisis 
will be mismanaged, but that is 
not large. If you are going to 
have a big firm go bust Yhmaichi 
is about tbe right size: big 
enough to shake people up. but 
not large enough to devastate 
tbe economy. It may be the 
biggest bankruptcy since tbe 
Second World War but it only 
employs 7,500 people, tiny by the 
standards of Japanese business. 
The giants of Japanese indastiy 


are as healthy as ever. 

That does not mean, how- 
ever, that financial markets will 
recover suddenly or immedi- 
ately , for two reasons. The first 
is that Japanese markets have 
been Jacked around quite hard 
and will take time to rebuild 
their confidence. That is a two 
or three-year pull. 

The second and more im- 
portant reason is that Japan still 
has large structural reforms to 
push through. Letting financial 
institutions go under (while 
quite properly protecting cus- 
tomers) is the right policy in the 
long term: indeed it is part of 


the process of reform. But so the 
short ran, the pain of visible 
failure may make structural re- 
form harder to posh through. 

It is interesting to see the re- 
sponse in the Japanese press: 
many reports about individuals 
who were losing their jobs 
blaming the reforms of the bu- 
reaucrats, rather than the weak- 
nesses that resulted in failure to 
reform earlier. Japan has no op- 
tion but to press on; but main- 
taining support for that will be 
difficult In Britain in the 1970s 
there was an attitude that if a 
company went bust it was the 
duty of the government to res- 
cue it Getting into people's 
minds that if a company goes 
bust it is the fault of the man- 
agers, Dot the government, is a 
great sea-change. While that 
change is taking place, govern- 
ments have to step ahead of 
public opinion. 

Nevertheless, Japan's biggest 
post-war bankruptcy feels like 
a turning point, and end to the 
culture of concealment, the cul- 
ture that required bad news to 
be kept secret and regarded 
markets as things to be managed 
by guidance from the authori- 
ties. It also marks an end to the 
self-confidence of 10 years ago 
when Japanese investors felt 
they could save America. 

Tea years on, then, this 
whole East Asian turmoil will 
doubtless seem a bump in the 
progress of what will still be a 
very successful region of the 
world. What then will seem the 
equivalent of the Japanese over- 
confidence of 1087? R>r me, the 
big news of the past couple of 
weeks was the shift in opinion 
in the US about European 
monetary union. At last the 
US opinion-formers have fo- 
cused on the dangers that Eu- 
rope is running in its politically 
driven rush to a single currency, 
and are voicing that concern. 

Is the overconfidence of Eu- 
ropean politicians the parallel 
to the overconfidence of the 
Japanese 10 years ago? I think 
the answer is yes -but that is a 
story for another day. 
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Stand by for a Budget leak to blow your socks 
off I can exclusively reveal that the cover of 
Gordon Brown’s Green Budget today wfll be 

coloured in vertical green stripes, sbading from 
dark to light, and wiD indude a picture. Gone 
are the boring old plain covered Budgets of 
yore. New Labour, New Artwork . 

Yet btzarrely, prices for Budget documents 
are going down. The “Red BookT* for Ken 
Clarke’s 1996 Budget cost £17.90, whilst the 
cost of Gordon’s first Budget in July this year 
was just £16JBJ. 

Is this the great Global Deflation we've 
been hearing about? 


Just as the big accountancy firms are wallowing 
in gold from four years of buoyant corporate 
activity, spare a thought for one group of 
people within those firms who aren’t sharing 
in the fum tbe receivers. 

Our corporate undertakers inhabit a look- 
ing glass world in which bad times for us mean 
good times for them, and vice versa. The 
trouble for liquidators at the moment ts, not 
much in tbe UK is going belly up. 

Thus Steve Hill, an insolvency partner at 
Coopers & bybrand, when asked how busi- 
ness was going recently, gloomily replied: 
“We're bumping along the bottom.” 

Meanwhile some receivers are going to 
where tbe action is, in the currency crisis-hit 
Far E as t- Lots of stuff is going bust out there. 
For instance, Stephen Adamson of Ernst & 
Young, who helped rescue Canary Wharf 
when it went bust three years ago, flew out 
there recently to lend a hand. 

The receivers shouldn’t worry. According 
to Simon Sevan, head of Arthur Andersen’s 
Fraud Services Unit, the banks have been 
taken in by so many fraudsters that “another 
crop of loan disasters is on the horizon.” 

Mr Bevao, a former Hong Kong police- 
man, reckons that the UK’s big six high street 
banks lost around £2bn to loan fraudsters in 
the years 1991-1996. Something to remem- 


Ding dong merrily on high, in foe Oty 
2S- Bank of England issuppty- 
££ bellringers to the Personal 
Authority’s Carol Concert to tebeldatSt 
Bartholomew’s Priory on Thursday 18 De 

CCI Some carollera may hope the boys from 
the Bank don't pull on the bell ropes too en- 
thusiastically. The service comesadayafter 
tbePIA Christmas Party, to be held m Cabot 
Hall, Canary Wharf. 

The PIA’s own Social Brief advertises the 
event with foe slogan: “Find out what Scots- 
men wear under their kilts ... ” Pipers from 
the Scots Guards will welcome the revellers, 
and Scottish dancing wfll be followed by a 
disco. Suitably, tickets are available from one 
lan Dewar. Tbe PIA is urgently seekrng ex- 
perts in Scottish dancing, who can provide a 
bit of coaching before the big night. 

Just one thought Anyone trying to find out 
what is worn under tbe kilt of the Scots Guards 
is unlike ly to outlive the night. 


The ball’s in the back of the onion bag, and 
the crowd go wild Barrie Pinpoint chief 
executive of Leicester City football dub, is 
Britain’s Best Boss. Barrie won the DHL Boss 
of the Year award yesterday at a bash at the 
Mandari n Oriental Hyde Park Hotel in Lon- 
don. 

The twinkle-toed midfi elder was nomi- 
nated by his PA Michelle Newman and bad 
to undergo “a rigorous selection process” be- 
fore being presented with his gong by Nick 
Botcher, manag in g director of DHL In- 
ternational tbe delivery service. 

Leicester has just floated successfully on the 

stock market The. team won the Coca Cola 
Cup last year and were promoted to the Pre- 
mier League, where they have won a reputation 
for doing well on a shoestring budget 

DHL adds: “By winning the competition 
as foe UK's top boss, Barrie Pierpoint and 
Michelle Newman each win a holiday of their 
choice." So there you go. It pays to be nice 
to the boss alter all. 




illcrosoft con 


i, 


jjotBshPower 
* up with 
jade unions 


Foreign Exchange Rates 



Storting 



Dollar 



Country 

Spot 

1 month 

3 raondi 

Spot 

1 north 

Smooth 

UK 

UX300 



05919 


05845 


2.4353 

24323 

24234 

144(4 

14419 

14430 

Austria 

20556 


20566 

t»9!W 

0224 

•099 n 


60594 

60383 

60008 

35865 

35795 

36673 

Canada 

24012 

23932 

23795 

14213 

1/087 

14145 


IttBZ 

TU48 

71681 

6ST85 

66072 

65872 

ECU 

14826 

14786 

14775 

11396 

11409 

U432 

Finland 

&BH2 

8B417 

37882 

32526 

53(14 

52343 

France 

3826 

8782 

9730 

S0«J 

58046 

57833 

Germany 

28351 

29249 

29071 

17372 

17339 

17281 

Greece 

46005 

46356 

48963 

27230 

27460 

Z79® 


13060 

13071 

tjwa 

77301 

77486 

78128 

Ireland 

UZ7B 

11269 

11241 

14980 

14970 

14965 

Italy 

2878,1 

28756 

28696 

T7BQ5 

CTM.7 

17055 

Japan 

2H49 

21325 

21051 

12696 

12642 

12514 

Malaysia 

58207 

56223 

56477 

34453 

34515 

34763 


13903 



82325 


19463 


53058 

32941 

32W) 

19567 

19527 


217080 

27025 

26934 

06239 

16020 

16006 

Norway 

11948 

T1908 

H837 

70725 

7D59I 

70366 

Portugal 

30013 

29953 

63297 

29623 

63161 

17765 

37510 

17756 

27S3 

17729 

37547 

Singapore 

26884 

26802 

26852 

15913 

15948 

15X53 

61738 

82329 

833B 

4B38Q 

46805 

49530 

Spain 

atm 

12613 

SB5B 

12778 

34SA8 

12720 

J4683 

75838 

T4678 

75750 

14651 

75614 

Swltzatend 

23758 

23635 

23429 

14062 

14011 

13927 

US 

16885 



10000 




n-Mvic 
Spot 
03407 
0J3297 
70378 
2QB45 
0881 
A8098 
08094 
80235 
33478 
10000 
1B6M 
4A49E 
08623 
96057 
7307B 
19832 
47388 
11283 
03591 
4 am 
*£23 
2692 
09160 
27849 
845* 
43854 
08094 
05756 


Other Spot Rates 
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Regulators to investigate selling of 
new high-commission pensions 


City regulators are to investigate 
a new type of pension policy, 
which is attracting £lbn a y*Lr of 
investments. There are concerns 
that thousands of the policies may 
have been mis-sold. Andrew Verity 
reports. 

The Personal Investment Authority said it 
i had received evidence that advisers who 
; seflso-caDed income draw-down plans were 
being templed to market the products by 
htfae prospect of large commissions. This 
r marketing approach could be against the 
best interests of their clients. 

A PIA spokeswoman said: “We now 
have evidence of high commissions which 
might give rise to bias in the advice given. 
We are looking into how the product has 


been sold.” Financial advisers have, 
according to industry sources, received 
sums as high as £30,000 when clients have 
put put £500,000 into a single income draw- 
down plan, a type of personal pension 
aimed at wealthy investors. 

Industry sources fear that high com- 
missions will take such a large chunk of cap- 
ital out of the plans that there is a high risk 
investors will lose money over the life of 
the plan - even if investments do well In- 
vestors will only benefit if the plans grow 
faster than 1 1 per cent a year. Historically, 
performance has been lower than this. 

Income draw-down plans are sold to in- 
vestors who are about to retire but warn 
to put off buying an annuity, a policy which 
pays a guaranteed income from retirement 
to death. 

Kenneth Clarke, former Chancell or of 
the Exchequer, enabled the introduction of 


the plans in 1995. The move followed com- 
plaints that pensioners were getting incomes 
thousands of pounds lower than they would 
have received if annuity rates were better. 

The income draw-down plans were in- 
tended Lo allow retiring investors to draw 
a variable income from a pension fund with- 
out buying an annuity. The money could 
then be invested until the investors were 
forced by the rules to buy an annuity at the 
age of 75. 

However, independent advisers are in- 
stead selling the plans on the basis that 
clients do not want to swap their capital 
for an annuity, which cannot be passed on 
to their heirs.Conccms have been raised 
that some advisers have been selling the 
products because they can extract up to 6 
per cent of a client's pension fund in com- 
mission. With the alternative, an annuity, 
commission is just 1 per cent. 


Microsoft concedes to Brussels after rival’s complaint 


-=} 


Microsoft, the US computer 
software giant run by Bill 
Gates, was yesterday found 
guilty of infringin g European 
competition law after a com- 
plaint from a rival California- 
based software group. 

The European Commission 
^said it brad obtained concessiois 
from Microsoft that would en- 
able the rival Santa Cruz Op- 
eration (SCO), to develop a 
competing software product. 


The announcement fol- 
lowed a ruling earlier this year 
from Brussels that the en- 
forcement of an existing agree- 
ment between Microsoft and 
SCO infringed European com- 
petition law because it ham- 
pered the smaller company's 
ability to compete. 

Microsoft has now agreed to 
change a 1987 contract which 
SCO had complained restricted 
its ability to develop a future 


version of its Unix operating 
system software for Intel-based 
server computers. 

The commission said in a 
statement that the contract re- 
quired SCO to base its Unix 
products on work done by 
Microsoft in 1987 and to pay 
a set royalty for licences based 
on the same work. It said this 
prevented SCO from compet- 
ing fairly with Microsoft's MS 
Office operating system. 


Microsoft has been under 
the eye of the EU and the US 
Justice Department since 1994 
when the the two authorities 
joined forces to obtain changes 
to its licensing practices. 

The commission’s investi- 
gation of Santa Cruz’s com- 
plaint was only one of about 
half a dozen Microsoft-related 
anti-trust cases pending in the 
European Union, an EU 
source said. 
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Problems for 
Polly Pocket 
knock Bluebird 


Shares In Bluebird Toys 
lost almost 20 per cent 
of their value yesterday 
when the company 
issued Its second profits 
warning this year. 

The group said 
M»ttel, the US toy giant 
which distributes 
Bluebird^ Polly Pocket 
toy range (pictured left) 
outside the UK, would 
not now be distributing 
the brand at all in North 
America next year. It 
plans to re-launch the 
collectable toy range in 
1999 instead. 

Mattel has suffered 
from overstocking of the 
Polly Pocket range in 
recent years and is keen 
to dear stock and re- 
invigorate the brand. 

Bluebird said the 
impact of this marketing 
change would mean 
current year results were 
likely to be slightly 
below market 
expectations. Analysts 
are now forecasting 
profits of £5m-£6m 
instead of a range of 
£6.5m-£8Jm. Bluebird 
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ScottishPower 
links up with 
trade unions 


ScottishPower yesterday 
stepped up its drive into the 
emerging domestic gas and 
electricity markets with a deal 
which could give access to 7 mil- 
■jton trade union members. 

* The link up with Union En- 
ergy, the fuel company set up 
by the Trades Union Congress, 
follows a similar partnerahip be- 
tween ScottishPower and the 
Automobile Association. Scot- 
tishPower will be given sole re- 
sponsibility for supplying fuel 
and billing customers in a five- 
year contract, with Union En- 
ergy organising marketing and 
retaining its brand name. 

“The cost for us of becom- 
ing a fully fledged supplier was 
just too prohibitive. We were al- 
ways dear that we needed a 
partnership with an existing 
supplier,” said Mike Jones, 
chairman of Union Energy. 

ScottishPower was chosen 
from a shortlist of six bidders, 
most of which were regional 
electricity companies, and won 
partly because its workforce was 
Jiighly unionised. 

W Union Energy said it hoped 
to poach 500,000 homes from 
British Gas and the regional 
electricity companies over the 
next three years. 

The 7 million UK trade 
unionists speak for 4.5 million 
homes, with annual bills worth 
£L5bn. 

- Chris Godsmark 


TBI shortlisted to 
run Luton airport 

TBI the airports and property group, has been put on the 
short list of bidders to ran Luton airport. A preferred bid- 
der is likely to be announced by the end of the year. TBI is 
also in talks with Thomson, aimed at enticing the UK's largest 
tour operator back to its Belfast airport. TBI has launched 
a multi-million pound redevelopment of the Northern Irish 
airport The company announced a rise in pre-tax profits to 
£I4.1m (£9.7m) for the six months to 30 September. 

Majestic plans to double 

Majestic Wine, the UK’s largest wine warehouse chain, an- 
nounced pre-tax profits of £1.026m (£465,000) in the six 
months to September. Tim How, Majestic’s chief executive, 
said the British were drinking more wine and paying higher 
prices' for it “People are beaming more adventurous and 
broadening their palates,” he said. The group plans to dou- 
ble the size of its 69-strong chain. 

Big profit at GB Railways 

GB Railways, which runs trains from London to East Anglia, 
has become the latest group to announce a large profit after 
buying a piece of the privatised British Rail. The group made 
£2Jm in the six months to September due to strong passen- 
ger growth and lower-than-anticipated restructuring costs. 

Software costs a write-off 

Companies face having to write off costs associated with mod- 
ifying their computer software to deal with the millennium 
problem to the profit and loss account under proposals to 
be published today by the Accounting Standards Board's Ur- 
gent Issues Thskforce. The only exceptions will be where a 
company already has an accounting policy for capitalising 
software costs and where the expenditure increases an as- 
set’s value rather than just maintaining its usefulness. 

Hall & Tawse sold for £20m 

Alfred McAIpine, the construction group, has sold Hall & 
Ihwse, its regional contracting business, to Mansell, a con- 
tracting company, for £20m. Hall & Thwse last year returned 
an operating profit of £1.7m on a turnover of £Z14.7m. 
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The New Tudor Chronograph, 

around £1,000. 



Available in a choice of black or steel bezel, with either a black, white, red, green, 
silver or blue dial with either a leather strap or steel brace let. Waterproof to fifty 
metresi scratchproof glass, with a Swiss made, self-winding mechanical movement. 
A comprehensive range of Tudor models and further information is available from: 


$ 

TUDOR 


Som A»n &bwke 3 owr iy Rota Omcuu. Rnwuts 


G'O’L'DS’M’IT'H’S 



WALK E R & HALL 


The first officially appointed Rolex stockists in the UK. 

For more information about your local jeweller, please call 0800 GOLDS MI TH S (0800 465 376). 
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Humphries 
steers in his 
dream team 


Swedish Match won the 
second leg of the 
Whitbread Round the 
World Race, with a 
Briton at the helm. 

It was a personal 
triumph that should 
never have happened, 
for, as Stuart Alexander 
writes from Fremantle, 
Matt Humphries* race 
looked to have finished 
in Cape Town. 


Matt Humphries always want- 
ed to lead the charge through 
the Southern Ocean and be the 
first Briton into Fremantle. 
However, never in his wildest 
dreams did he expect to do so 
at the betm of Swedish Match. 

The 26-year-old Humphries 
thought his race would get no 
further than Cape Town, where 
his hopes disintegrated in the 
financial wreckage and with- 
drawal of Neil Barth's Ameri- 
ca’s Challenge. 

It looked as though he 
would be left on the dock when 
the second leg started, but a 
last-minute transfer to Swedish 
Match turned not only into a tri- 
umph for a crew who finished 
eighth out of 10 boats on (he 
first leg from Southampton, but 
a personal victory snatched 
from the ashes of a burned-out 
campaign. 

Humphries hardly knew the 
men he was joining: they had 
been together for nearly a year 
and did not know much about 
him. “They are hard men, so to 
join a team like that is potentially 
very difficult,” he said. “I kept 


wondering if I had done the ri g h t 
thing. Fifteen days and 5,000 
miles is a long time at sea and 
we woe going to go though hefl 
together." 

Hu mp h ri es should not have 
worried. “From day one it all 
came together very wefi,” he 
says. “Their acceptance made 
me feel I should give as much 
as 1 have got It was a kind of 
gratitude, almost The result 
was I probably worked harder 
on this leg than on any in any 
other yacht race in my life. 

In some ways it was like join- 
ing Manchester United and 
finding a whole new way of 
playing the game. At the sami* 
time, a helmsman is always 
under scrutiny. The crew want 
to know if they can produce 
speed without risking their lives 
too much, while they are aware 
that the onboard computer is 
monitoring their performance 
against previous efforts in the 
same conditions. 

As if peer and personal 
pressure was not enough, the 
conditions m which Swedish 
Match raced were as tough as 
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Monty presses for 
rankings rethink 


Matt Humphries muscles in on some second-leg winch work aboard Swedish Match 


any on board have seen. “They 
were not just bard, they were 
relentless, and not just for me, 
for everyone,” Humphries said. 
“There was no respite, no time 
to re-energise.” And all the time 
the style of both the skipper 
Gunnar Krantz and co-skipper 


Brie W illiams was to keep dri- 
ving the boat. 

“There guys are workaholics, 

nothing like the occasionally 
more laid-back attitude of some 
British crews,” Humphries said. 
“Guira wants 100 per cent the 
whole time, driving the crew on 


whether we had the energy or 
not He and Erie work well to- 
gether. Both put boat speed as 
a priority. We are not there to 
cruire around the wadd at 90 per 
cent of potential, 

Tf something goes wrong 
then the firet thing we do is get 


Frostad not fazed by trouble and strife on the ocean wave 


“I think,” said Innovation 
Kvaemer’s skipper, Knut 
Frostad, “there may still be 
some blood down the side.” 
Safely tied up here in Freman- 
tle with enough points from sec- 
ond place for the leg from 
Cape Town to give him the over- 
all lead in the Whitbread Race, 
it was time for the Norwegian 
to breathe a sigh of relief. 

A serious encounter with a 
whale on the starboard side of 
the boat meant that three ring 


frames in the bow were cracked 
and had to be repaired using an 
epoxy IriL It also mean that for 
24 hours Frostad had to ease 
back, change course, and aban- 
don a plan to go south of the 
Kerguelen Islands as repairs 
were completed and urgent ra- 
dio telephone conversations 
took place with yacht designers. 

The boat will take a week to 
repair. “We were not sure how 
much we could load up the 
boat,” said the navigator Mar- 


cel van Triest, who said he 
would not, anyway, have taken 
the decision to break away 
from the pack in the way which 
had given the leg winner, 
Swedish Match, the break. 

Lawrie Smith's Sillc Cut 
should finish fourth today, but 
third overnight was his old crew- 
man Paul Standbridge, now 
skipper of Dennis Conner's 
Ibdriba. That yacht, with a time 
of 16days5hr27minl2sec had 
the pulpit, most of the starboard 


s tanchions and the stern quar- 
ter pushpit ripped out ar>d crew- 
man David Alien suffering from 
suspected cracked ribs. Hie 
boat he said, had been given the 
horizontal test a few times. 

WHITBREAD BOUM> THE WORLD MCE 
(*econdleg,4jro0iaBw.Cap*'RmatoFr»- 

nwM; I w—t pimMohk 1 Sweeten M«cfi 

(Sw>) Q Krantz Mehoct; 2 troabon feMnv 
sr (NorJ K Rusted 2 3 Rxttra (US) 

P aw«dbrt*|8W*wd; *»CW f3B»L&T*h 
TO mto lo Gntah; S Language |8MI P 
CMd ns 6 Choate RadrJg (LEa M Fit- 
Cher 3®; 7 (Monaco) Q Mon 607; 

a Educate (Sun) C Qtteou 720; 9 Brum 
Surargy (Netti) H Bouadhofla 636. 

- Stuart Alexander 
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the boat back, up to speed. Then 

we tidy up, or eat, or get some 
sleep. Everything was done very 
smoothly and even when there’s 
chaos it’s smooth chaos. There 
is never a raised voice. You 
know what you have to do.” 

Humphri es admits there are 
times when everyone wonders 
bow much more they can take. 
But there was never any temp- 
tation to ease off. Even when 
they had a lead of 300 miles, the 
pressure to increase the gap on 
Innovation Kvaemer was al- 
ways there. 

The crew of Swedish Match 
feel that they have now been 
blooded and will know bow to 
produce the power again. “It 
was only one leg out of nine, but 
having experienced victory, we 
want to do it again," Krantz said. 

The dream for Humphries 
now is to be first home on the 
third leg to Sydney. 


Cofin Montgomerie, the 

European No I, called for 

the world rankings to 
become more 
representative after 
European nations stole 
the show at the World 
Cup. Andy Farrell reports 
from Kkawah Island, 

South Carolina. 

First the Ryder Cup win at 
Vfeldexnuna, now a superb 
showing in the World Cup here. 
These are good times for Eu- 
ropean golf. Not that you would 
know from the world rankings. 

Padraig Harrington, world 
No 78, and Paul McGinley, No 
101, brought Ireland's second 
World Cup title on Sunday - by 
five strokes. Scotland were sec- 
ond, one ahead of the Americans, 

Open champion Justin Leonard 
and USFGA winner Davis Love: 
Gennany. Wiles, Spain and Eng- 
land took the neat four places. 

In the individual competition, 
for the International Trophy, 
Colin Montgomerie, at 22 un- 
der, beat Alex Cejka by two and 
Ignacio Garrido by three to 
win for the first time on Amer- 
ican soxL Seven of the top-eight 
were European. Sweden were 
forced out of the team compe- 
tition wben Per-Ulrik Johansson 
fell sick again on Saturday nighL 

“Europeaa golf is on an up 
right now,” Montgomerie, the 
five-tunes European Nol, said. 
“After the triumph in the Ryder 
Cup, we Ye a lot of talent in Eu- 


rope. irs gr*»i — - 
second, fourth, fifth, . wrt 

seventh. WrN* had a MUgg.. 
genoe of good young players. . ^ 

McGinley, with two wms ^a 

six wMto. fe 30-, Hmtagon26^. 
C«ka is 26and Garrido 25.Then^- 
itat are the likes of Tiraffls 

Bjorn. Darren Clarke, Lee West- . 

wood and Andrew CottarL . . . 

“Bit we have aprotrfesnwth^' 
the world, rankings.” added,,-: 
Montgomerie. “When tJwEp*; 
World Golf Championship^ 
events start in 1999, we are only; ^ 
going to have eight or nine l- 

ere in them and that is a back- -*v 
wards step. We deserve more ■ 
points for European events-” .; , _ 
This has been discussed mV 
players' meetings buronly eight 
Europeans are in the top 50 in .. 
the world, Jed by the 3 4ye^-rikT 

Montgomerie in sixth place. His ■ 

partner. Raymond Russell, 
wbese contribution to Scotland's * ' 
26 under parwas four under, had : 
a virtuoso display to learn from 
as Monty dosed with three 66s. 

-You’d be stupid not to play 
attention,” Russell said. “It isV_-: 
not the birdies he makes, but 1tej£ ; 
bogeys he doesn't. He doesn't £>_• 
make any mistakes. He makes* f 
the game look very simple.” ? 

• Sweden’s Annika Sorenstam 
completed the year the way she • 
started it - with a win. Soren- 
stam parted the third hole of a- 
sudden-death play-off for her 
sixth victory of the season at the ; - . 
US LPGA Tour Championship - 
in Las Vegas on Sunday. Soren- ; 
stain also secured US LPGA V . 
Flayer of the Year honours for 
the second time in. three years. _ 


Binaghi hit by lightning 


Alberto Binaghi. the Italian 
P nnhfll Cup player, was hit by 
lightning yesterday as the PGA 
European Tour Qualifying 
School was again affected by 
storms on the Costa del SoL 
“I thought I was going to die. 


My heart was pumping so fast, 

I passed out," the 31-year-old • . 
Binaghi, who was strode after- - 
play bad been suspended, said, 

He was taken to hospital for 
a chedc-up and later returned to 
the Guadalmina clubhouse. ’ * 


PHILIPS 



Today we publish the latest results of The 
Independent Fantasy Football League. The 
player scores are for all League games 
played until Sunday November 23 rd. The 
league table includes all scores up to 
November 9th. The monthly winner will 
receive a pair of tickets to an England home 
international, while the overall winner gets a 
trip to the 1998 world cup in France. 


Every time one of your players score you get four points. There 
' are four points for a keeper or a defender every time their team 
keeps a dean sheet If a player scores the winning goaL Le.: if 
there is a one goal difference in the scoreline, the player scor- 
ing the final goal for the winning team is awarded 1 bonus point 
awarded in addition to standard goal related points. Each suc- 
cessful Assist, a pass judged by our experts to lead directly to 
a goal, wiD give a player 3 points. The opinion of our experts 
on the matter is finaL Each player selected and starting a game 
wfll be awarded one point 


If a player is given a Yellow Card they lose 1 point if a play- 
er is gfyen a Red Card they lose 3 points. Own goals, other 
scored or conceded, do not count 

The Premiership Manager that you choose will be award- 
ed 3 points if their real-fife team wins, 1 point is awarded if they 
draw and no points are given if they lose. 

Updated player scores and league tables will be published 
every Tuesday in The Independent and repeated the following 
Sunday in the Independent on Sunday. 



INDEPENDENT FANTASY FOOTBALL 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST -24 NOVEMBER 


LEAGUE TABLE 


POS NAME 


TEAM 


POINTS 


Miss Lisa Wild 
Mr Chris King 
Mr Phil Tufler 
Mr David Evans 
Mr John Cox 
Mr Martin Pawley 
Mr 8 Srai 
Mr David Aston 
Mr Archer 
MrBSrai 
Mr P Green 
Mr Steward Scott 
Mr Abdul Choudi 
Mr E Gromley 
Mr] McCrossam 
Mr Stewart Scott 
Mr Chris Thomas 
Mr Ian 
Mr David 


J8 

Mr A Wingrove 

18 

Mr Tom Lyons 

18 

Mr David Edmmgcon 

23 

Mr Tony Brazier 

24 

25 

Mr Brady 

Mr Ken Boyle 

26 

Mr Michael Rickard 

26 

Mr Trevor Russ 

28 

28 

Mr tollerby 

Mr David Baker 

30 

Mr D Deposit 

31 

Mr Steven Mann 

32 

32 

Mr J Salt ' 

Mr David Boreham 

34 

Mr G Bell 

35 

38 

36 

Mr John Cox 

MrJ McCrossam 

Mr David Aston 

36 

Mr P Tuber 

39 

Mr Jan Down 

39 

41 

Mr K Brady 

Mr G Ford 

4/ 

Mr Mike Mitchell 

41 

Mr G Whitebread 

41 

Mr David Ackroyd 

41 

Mr David Aston 

46 

Mr Mike Ewins 

46 

Mr Mike Ewins 

46 

Mr A Mitchell 


Amenecto 535 

Seeking Victory 535 

Pin Ups 4 535 

Boothen End Old Beys 535 
Southvflle FC S35 

Roberts Rovers 534 

The Untouchables 533 

Billy Boys 2nd II 533 

No Wright 532 

Simply The Best 532 

Powis Rangers 521 

The Dream Team 521 

Niddes 9th H 520 

Celtic Warriors 518 

Washed Up Army 5B 

Unbeatable 518 

Scunthorpe Extras 518 

Wembley Bundlers 517 

Deja Vu 517 

Tony's Brace 517 

Dianas Demons 517 

Ed mo United 517 

Wow For Short SIS 

Look Lively 5M 

Clogston Rovers 5B 

Alter Lam berg 512 

Sammy's Soccer Scorchers 5Q 
The toller Bees 511 

Dead Beat 511 

Quick Start 509 

Rebecca Rovers 508 

One Wart City 507 

Boreham United 507 

Stunning Somes 508 

Retro Rovers 505 

Washed Up Army 504 

Billy Boys 3rd If 504 

Pin Ups 2 504 

Rtrffiis 503 

Mr Final Selection 503 

Unthrope Rovers 502 

Enduring Image 502 

The Treen Team 502 

jacks Lads 502 

Bflfyls Boys 502 

I’ve Started But Will I Finish 500 
Mike’s A Team 500 

The Eye For h; 500 
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GOALKEEPERS 

300 

Seaman 

ARS 

1 

38 

4.0 

SB 

1 nhr 

ARS 

0 

0 

ID 

M4 


ARS 

0 

0 

3D 

305 

Bcsnish 

AV 

0 

27 

4.11 

Sib 

Oakd 

AV 

1 

4 

15 

307 

Wusoo 

BAR 

0 

19 

ID 

308 

Lc*e 

BAR 

5 

8 

ID 

309 

Flo»cn 

BLA 

5 

31 

32 

AW 

Hlan 

BLA 

0 

12 

15 

AU 

Brarasaa 

BOL 

5 

34 

12 

AJ4 

DeGoey 

1 

1 

38 

L0 

335 


CHE 

0 

n 

10 

336 

337 

Otrianrtc 

Herman 

COV 

COV 

1 

11 

35 

a 

22 

ID 

1» 

Nash 

CRY 

0 

n 

ID 

A39 
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Grey Man should increase his majority 


- "3 


One Man, who has his 
second outing of the 

season today, seems 
destined never to go 
down as one of the great 
horses. He is the parallel 
of a supreme athlete 
gifted at 300m - caught 
between distances. 
Richard Edmondson reports. 


The local MP may not be the big 
wheel he once was, but the most 
prestigious race in his Hunt- 
ingdon constituency reaches 
peak of its popularity thisaf- 
teraoon. It has been something 
of a surprise that Don King has 
not been spotted in the Fens this 
week attempting to get a pro- 
motional slice of a Peterbor- 
ough Chase which sees 


Martha's Sou, Viking Flagship 
and One Man borne to the 
course by iheir attendants. 

The meeting immediately 
puts a lie to the suggestion 
that Cheltenham in March (and 
possibly Liverpool the following 
month) is the only place to wit- 
ness top-class jumping that sim- 
mers the blood. 

The Peterborough is run 
over a compromise distance of 
two and a half miles. One Man 
would prefer a little further, 
while bis two rivals will be get- 
ting towards the extremity of 
their stamina range. 

There is an argument for be- 
lieving that VDdng Flagship, 
who now has the clanking 
breastpocket of a field marshal, 
has dodged the hail at so many 
theatres of war that he may have 
become shellshocked. Howev- 
er, as tenacity and an unbreak- 


able spirit are at the core of his 
success, it would not be entire- 
ly inappropriate to voice this 
opinion when his choppers are 
anywhere near you. The 10- 
year-old has been counted out 
more times than Frank Bruno, 
yet on his reappearance at Ex- 
eter there was a demonstration 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: One Man 
(Huntingdon 3.10) 

NB: Solo Gent 
(Huntingdon 2.10) 

he was not quite ready for de- 
commissioning with a smooth 
defeat of stablemate Mulligan. 

VDdng Flagship, though, has 
something to find with Martha’s 
Sou on their recent encounters. 
Tim Forsters gelding captured 
the Queen Mother Champion 
Chase at the Festival earlier this 


year, followed by the Mclling 
Chase at Liverpool, where he 
shoulder-charged the first to 
give the boys a chance but stDl 
managed to sweep home. On 
both pillages, the Viking was 
among the victims. 

Ainirce represented only 
Martha’s Son’s second com- 
pleted race since he did himself 
a mischief in this contest in 
1995. He does though have 
form ou the track, having won 
three times at Huntingdon, in- 
cluding this race, in 1994. 

One Man. on the other 
hand, makes his debut at 
Brampton, which should not be 
excessively detrimental as he 
routinely runs well on tight 
courses. The King George VI 
Chase at Kempton and Queen 
Mother Champion Chase at 
the Festival are now the main 
ingredients of his programme 


following connections' belated 
recognition that their beast 
does not get the Gold Cup dis- 
tance of 3 'A miles and 110 
yards, especially at Cheltenham. 

Even if One Man jumps 
over the rails and lands on top 
of his owner’s car this afternoon, 
it will be unlikely to rile John 
Hales. Mr Golden Bear Tbys 
has been having rather a re- 
munerative time of it recently 
as his company has been in 
charge of distributing little lele- 
tubbies. There was no paunch, 
however, when One Mao again 
won the Charlie Hall Chase at 
Wetherby on his seasonal debut 

The nine-year-old is at his 
best before a new calendar is 
pinned up on the wall, and the 
grey ONE MAN (3.10) has 
more than the coincidence of 
running m John Major's home- 
land to recommend him. 


Elsewhere on the card, there 
is reason to support animals 
proven In this environment 
Solo Gent (next best 2.10) win 
be better now he is returned to 
the arena where he has won four 
times. Wanidha (3.40) too has 
a course record of five wins, two 
seconds and and two thirds 
from nine runs and can win the 
race named in her honour. Oi 
Mother (2.40) can complete 
the set and a hat-trick, partic- 
ularly as the Nicholson- 
Maguire alliance is going so 
well. 

Worcester uxj gets a rare vis- 
itation from the television cam- 
eras and Big Ben Dun (335) can 
advertise his expertise on his 
reappearance, as he did for 
the only time last season. In ad- 
dition, they like Eulogy (2-25) 
at Richard Rowe's yard- We 
should too. 


HUNTINGDON 


HYPERION 

1.10 KJppanour 2 X 0 Bessie Browne 

1 .40 Dantes Cavalier 3.10 Martha's Son 

2.10 COOLE HILL (nap) 3L40 Bold Statement (nb) 


20*2 LORD R00BLE (15) (D) (BF) (The Fnbn PartnaisHrt J GiftwJ 6 11 5 PHU* 

21BZ- RAHALLAH (Mi) rot (Tha Mtatora Gnan tamanh^} Mbs H Kricft 8 T1 5— J FTUay 

QWC mSMG MAH (2Q) (Bi MayfcK) J GtffcttJ 6 fl 5 LA**] (3) 

U91- MAXVERpeB) [WsChhsttpher HartMvJAHjmeiSII 4 Jl GrtBira (7) 

Z3225- NAKUflM) (The Safe Sx) R Prtlps 7 TlO SkWWI 
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GOING: Good 

• Hgm-hantt, level course RunJn 200yda 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: N Wlttamson 0-66 £22.7%! Ft Dmwoody 14.79 (177*1 S Mo- 

• FAVOURITES (FIVE-YEAR RECORD): 207 «ms ton 478 races fas%l 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Canary Btua (UQj 


BETTING: 3-1 Crimson Ktofl, 4-1 Lats Ba Frank, 5-1 Doontogtan, 6-1 Dartre Ctiwatet; 7-1 Ri 
lift, 13-1 IIhvk Lord Roobls, 15-1 Qmi Ramaric. Junta Coot, 20-1 olhaa 
896. User Dram 7 n 5 W Uonton fl-4 01 Mfonson) 14 ran 

IO ml NORMANS CROSS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASSnrMn IQ If) 
L" lu l E) £4,075 added 3m Penalty Value £3,023 I I I I 


FORM GUIDE 

TEMPESTUOUS LADY a warning pwrt-to-potetor tn Wand, has Como with a good .-Bp- 
utarion and sta coirid be a rnicti above OI Mother kueoslpt of 71b. Aflfraugh Or Mcrth- 
er gened her first win erf the season n a Worcester burlier bock in June she kx*» 
making a mailt h decent company judged on her recent Inflow- up wh aver hurdes M 
Tbwcester. The fom of that race has taken a Jolt or twoi but Oi Mother led on ttiebnfle 
two out and needed rousting along only after a slow |ump at the last Beaaie Browne is 
gong to win over hurtles fodgad on her Newbury toirth to CtarymonbA may have lo 
wall for an easier chance Selection: TEMPESTUOUS LADY 


6P-112 SOLO G9TT (20) (CD) (The EasBxry Hoang Ckb) A P Jens a 11 19 -SMeHMI 

4281 C00LE HILL (U) (Messrs BWHeld and J Potter) DMchofeon Bit it A Wagers 

5PP1-3 OCEAN LEADER (I4)|C)(P) [Si Pate Gtobfocij tea D Hstae 8 11 V _JFHfey 

2SWU- PSTSANSWOflO (262) (Fori Farm ftadrri Dffctateon 11 h 8 Jfr R Bwton (7) 

222*4 UGH LEARE (10) (Edited Fbrey) A H Ffeney 7 11 2 J A McCarthy 

4383- NORTHERN ULLAGE (199) Q-PDacq) LA Dace fill 1— LAapaH(3) 

300P-1 MfSTBI BLAKE (2S) (D) (WDEdwartdR Lee 71DI1 OHognp) 


(110( HOUGHTON SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS G) 
1 ,,,u l £2,375 added 3m 2f Penalty Value £2,007 


J*PPitchenJ 


254013 BJTE GOVERNOR p 8 ) (Vtatem Sctwris Ud) N lan^art B 12 0 RDuomody 

5OTB5 KIPPANOUH (USA) ( 8 ) (G KSfchte) Us N Macafey5 T 1 X3 ilrAWHta(7) 

IKBM ALIAS CMfflS (its) (Ms S Sniti) M b S S n*i 6 11 5 R&ntf 

PS30-1 ITS GRAND (ir<} {Ms Deborah Potter) W G H Tuner 8 11 4 JftresrfTl 

0M06 TOP SXE’m (12) (V G Graemay) V Gaenw^ 5 11 4 _ IfrJTfamdB) 

01830 CODE RED (8) (H P C hoed) Rhtoad 4 n 4 . GBrarflw 

233530 MILUG (USA) ( 12 ) (Jo* Joseph) J JcsbjYi B U 3. 


2EPFM) 9NGLESOL£(r8)(C)(MRPMa7)UsPayeT10— 
30844 VISCOUNT TUUY{5)|CFC Jackson) CJadoon 12110 - 


-JGdd«tetof7) 

W Hasten 

..R Thornton (3) 


P&ooo KLCAFME BAY (16) (G Morris) P Bowen 7 1> 8 NWUensort 

433050 BRffiHT SAPPfffiE (36) (H J .lave) J R Bast 11 8 9 J3 McGam (7) B 

64P4 SI USALE9I WRBi (707) (htas C S Padgett) G Vtoodmrd B 8 S DVtarco 

43453 J0KBI JACK (Q(D) OUhkI D ean) R Dean 12 87 XAtapuru(5) 

1 TOP CANARY BLUE (F8) (P W Hdti) P Hail 6 8 4 E Husband (3) B 

~~ -Ilr R WeUny (5) 


0400U UFEOFBRUN(10) (John Wh^J Whyte 884 

MJRJ- THE WEATHERMAN (213) (Mrs Gtona Jeesopjl A Jeseop 9 8 1 . 
U6UP3I SPA KHJY (586) (J A Pfctoing) J Peering 9 f) f 


38055 BAYLORD PHNCE (14) (MreJ A Ewer) J A Ewer 9 8 0.. 
00PM MBJJT LE MOSS (S) (R J Edrbjf) R Eddsy B 8 D . 


^SopWoUteheDp) 

. Curmtnx (Si 


P 4 P-PP CLWBERLAM) YOUTH (MssC J E Cmoo) IfeaCtooe 6 8 0 -JBj Kavaosgh ffi) 
- 2 Ddectarad- 

MMnun weight 102. True handicap veigHs: fiartad Mice Bst Bto. AUAr Le kkxa But Sib. Cunber- 
land fait! 9stSb. 

BETTING: 4-1 its Grand, 11-2 Alas Chubb, 7-1 Vkaunt Tofly, 8-1 Bto Gnomon ID-1 Baytonl 
LMiko, 12-1 Coda Rad, Kfopanour Bay; 14-1 Sktflttle. Tbp 9dppe<; 18-1 Corny EttM. Mflng. 
wi Kafly. 20-1 othon 

Mr RMs 8 8 8 S kk*U 4-1 )t fev ( J Tte*) 14 m 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 B2844 JMVALBnWE'{29'(MsTPnUnd)brPftacha«dll8B. 

9 -338U CYRU.HBHY(17) (Ctenawe 8 Daaini Pannenhfp) ftnon Ewfe 8 84.-PHofl*y 

8 30345 RYT0N RUN (G) (C) (D) (W J Odeq Ms S Odel 12 8 0 UrsS Duract |5) 

-lOdodBiad- 

Afidmn mgftt lOsLTmo hanftxp Rj/fan Hun £W 6fe 

BETTING: 7-4 QooloHH. M Water Blake. 8-1 Soto Gant, 7-1 Ocaao Laadatfl-I High Learie, 1M 
Mai Sword, 12-1 Jkn ItahtnHna, 14-1 Northam Wkoe, 18-1 Cfifl Hame 25-1 Ryten Run 
896: Sob Gait 7 m 6 S MUM 7-2 (A P Jones) 7 m 

FORM GUIDE 

Solo Gant has shown a Bring tor this axtse but w3 need to be batter than am to defy 
top weight and preference b for the up-and-corrang COOLE HILL who stayed on tar 
too wel lor Naughty Future and the rest over three mies and one turtong ai Market Rasen 
12 days aga This contest might be e shade tougher, but she locked a decent hanefl- 
capper in the making on her chasfog debut at Ludow (2m 4f) last February - ruv*ig 
Tetcheny to a neck. There la a chance teat lack of experience wfl count agafost her, but 
she has far mere scope for improvement than most of these. Ocaan Leader, SghDy raced 
in the past two years, shaped wefl enough In novice chases two seasons ago (runner- 
up to King Lubrar at Nottin^ianra and Utxj vfel at Fchasune), Ha was a wsl-beaten teat 
of three to Pereten view te Ludtaw two weeks ago but looked a bit burly and ehrxkl do 
better now: Northam Wage is a one-tme ter hunJer who has claims on hta huiter- 
chase defeat ol Avoear at Ibwcaster tost March but he lends to run in antotas. Mister 
Btaka, who beat Eternal City in a Bangor three m i o r last mordh. ran wafl a coupteoHImm 
bst Eeason when out of the hendcap proper, but he Is ip agonst k on the balance of 
form Selection: COOLE HLL 


PETERBOROUGH CHASE I 
£29,000 added 2m 4f 110yds Pen. Value £18,C 

2/FH- MARTHA'S SON p35) (CD) (M Wad-Thcmas) T Faster 8 fl 8. 
T2BP-1 0tCklAN(28(D)|JHafe4GRctwds91l8. 


1333-1 VIKPIG FLAG 8 H 8 ( 21 ) (Cfl (Roach Foods Linted) D fSchctecn 8 II 8 - 
42S5- CAARmCVfffl) P«fl P) (Jm Lfiwa) D Mchofcm 7 11 1. 


R Fanad 

JtOuMMdy 


-RThoateo 


3U2-? THE LAST FUHG (t^ P) (MchaelJaclocn Bbodaiodr ltd) Ms SSndh 711 1JI Goad 

OFlF- TISIOREYDUKNOW (180) (M H MbdkrQ M Wfesbn 8 11 1 Mr MHvrts 

-SdacHnd- 

ffiTTING: 136 Marthtt Son. 15-aOna Mar. 94 Wing FtagaUp, 30-1 ThaLaatFflna, 33-1 Cwdtnw, 
100-1 Thamoreyadomr 

886 Dubkn Hya 8 H 1 B Pond 49 In (T Fdrafei) D ^ 

FORM GUIDE 

MARTHA'S SON, beaten a neck by ^uado h tie two yaare ago atom sn odds-on taucxrta, 
can go one better. Dual King George VI Chase victor One Man and VUdng Flagship - 
the dual d am pen two-mlar os wel as a Ma E ng Chase (Afeitrm) winner- are the dan- 
gers.htarlhab Son comptated that dfGait spring dodbialmt season and bed VMng^bB- 
ship into third d both Chdmnham and Antrea Hh deteel of Strong Rnxrtaa at the tetter 
venue undednes that he is ai least as good over two nies and a half as he Is om twa 
Vicing Flagship looked afcnoet as good as ever when heating Mtdgen on his return to 
acton n whd looked quite sUcky grand M Grater three weeks ago. One Man has a vul- 
nerable look hare If test season's dated by Strang Promtaa in Ascoth Comat Chan is 
takan as an accurate guide, but this flat ton* wfl be In his favour. Tin recent WWharby 
wm ensures that One Man to prtmed ter bettte The Last Fling would have teas to do in 
a handcap and Ns jumping s» leaves a lot to be desired. CsmBrov and Thamorey- 
ouknow look outclassed Setoctlon: MARTHAS SON 


3.40 


WAMDHA HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C)| (M 
£7^00 added 2m 110yds Penalty Valuo £5,321 [_z^_L. 


2.40 


HOECHST ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE [ 
(CUSS E) £3,000 added fillies & mares! 
2m 5f 110yds Penalty value £2,460 


C 4 


1.40 


HEALTH-SPA WATER NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4,075 
added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £3,394 

PR31/R FATHBIF(MtlME(iq(qptei'lairatoy)M3P'fea*cteygi19 Br PTbaraatey 

pswi OBiHtfaiAnKp)(MsJwiSRa))jaii6ii9 marz^km 

- - - ------- Jimansan 

JtOvm o odf 
J A McCarthy 
_ PHanteyp) 
-RQumI 


3/OS CRMS0N KING (11) (Sknor Sekrsbury) T Faster BH 5. 
2K26 ftWTKCAWJJffi (J 1) (W H Ct»n] D a™*ifo r rr 5 


•B4P2- D0MOIGT0N ( 221 ) (B T Stemt-Bmwn) O Sherwxxl 7 It 5_ 
PPR2P HGWJMmAKn(AOBNckmteABbda«inail5 u 
EO 63 JANHJNCOOt-(T3(QAHUbbari)GHi4)biad61l5 — - — 

8S-3 LETS B€ FRANK (20) [D) (LksM U Staborf) N Chance 6 Tl 5. 


42-11 OIMOIHBI(ig)(MtiinlA4plyAnclNkfcSMDn)DMdiofean5l15 AHagdre 

2845 ARDENBAR(U)(TJW)Ot)JWI^ne588 NMtaSM 

31444 BESSIE BROIWE (13) (G A tilted) G KitanJ 58 8 RTlwmn(S) 

P COTTAGE BAY (1^ (W A Batea^W Bethel 5 812 -R Stipple 

4308- KBtTP0RDTMA(377) (DI8aa)JIAA«B8C RGMd 


M40R TBETAN(T7) (D) (Vtatondy ftowr^Lady hterres5 OO- 
2S42 NEW DM (B) (D) (tan K I Steml) S Goflngi 6 11 9 . 


JTDsBeoody 
. J*r E Dumck (5) 


3458- MADAM MUCK (358 (The Cbqteiiig^NTMElanCteiteSV 8. 
3484 SECOND FBXILE(QfO SrarrurflOBrErawn 78 C- 


JGoldatBfla (7) 


D4M SWEET UTILE BRIAR [HQ (G C Brewiy) G Bravery 68 8. 


JUteramadif 


.GBredtey 


fK&T«»htNMRBtai(1«(lfaPftobe^*taPFWwKiri5eo ^AMcC»tty 

ill- TSfiuTUCUB LADY p4Q Bto E R±erte) N l-tancfetscn B 8 8 JIAHbgnld 

-lOdadaml- 

BETT1NG: 7-401 Mothsc S4TtaBpssteoils lady; I l-SBasale Browne, 8-1 Madam Ntocfl 13-1 Sac- 
ond FttlB, 16-1 Ardanbs^ Sweat UUa Briar, Kartknnina,2lM may Wailita 33-1 CrrttegaBsy 
896: Gays Fama 5 8 12 S ifoNeN 94 (K Beley) 8 ran 


883 BARFORO SOVERaGN (T^ (C) (D) (BF) [B. I) J Fandme 5 T1 3 MAFfagonld 

EM LEAR JET(USA)(S8)(D5(GocbfphaJRacirflR0rm3hirt Bob Jokk 4T1 S-GBratfley 
811-2 BOUJSTAracwr(l3) (D) (BF) (CartessCartoganJTFaniafS Tl 3..-N Wtlecwon 

62-063 PRBB1GHTB1 (CD) (J INIrx^ B Uamflyn 6 Tl 3 MrJLU w wflyn 

0R- 1 SPHBIG SflWT (9)(D) ptoffld A Carol Stehat) Simon Etide 88 T1 — RThoraton® 

£384- DEARDD(2798)(CJEdiMRh4NHBi1dBiSOrt880 XVfc*nra(7) 

04021 F WAWHA(35)(CO)fflnfl , RAyteKMR^l780 ANapAa 

00452 BAHTHOlDaEW FAIR (KQ (DmdLBowfotqC D«yer6 8 Q — flftmrt 

-lOdactaiad- 

IfkvTMn Kogftr lOsLTruo hanfosp Muxta 9tf 13b, BaHtokmmFoIrdA 111b 
BETTWQ: 1 1-4 Bold Swnaia, 5-1 Berfncd ScMinipi, 11-2 Wmdta, 132 BBrifMkanw Spring 
Setat, 7-1 Naw fan, 8-1 Rbeten. 16-1 Osar Dp, LaarM, 2M PrtaflflMar 
896.- Tainain 5 C 0 A P McCoy 8-0 tav [T Forster) 7 ran . 

FORM GUIDE 

MtenKfhaa wpn fhe fenas hare (a few aeoonrte a nd Ih rd s aa waip but aARFORPSOV- 
BTEIGN shafld beat Spring SainL Although Spdig Saint fovea soft going (rain Italy) 
and won wal at Ibwceetar nine ttys ago on hte debut for Stem Earte. ha may ba beat 
when reafly trash. Bartard SrwwaiQn, better tor har Marwick ttikd to Star Mmat, has 
edged up tfwfwraScap after tad saasorte(»fiste»rt efforts fforae wins), but shots game, 
can carry weight and is useful in this company. Setoetnn: BARR3RD S0VBT8GN 


WORCESTER 


Mramum wlphir 10K Truehsndop neghx &Dc*naraobB3tt 

BETTING: M Who Am L 10020 Myslle Court, 4-1 DsncsOyoutap, 134 SfeateKXB Gate, 7-1 Ba* 
ridan Btrf, 14-1 Boaqmoaa, 16-1 GnamM Garage. 25-1 Where 


3.25 


1^5 Barton Green 
1.55 Who Am I 
2.75 Eulogy 


HYPERION 

2J3> Three Farthings 
3.25 Beatson 
3^5 Saxon Duke 


2 J 25 


COUNTRYSIDE COUNTS WORCESTER NOVICE 


C 4 


TRAMPS NIGHT CLUB OF WORCESTER 
HANDICAP CHASE (CUSS D) £5,000 added 
2m 7f iioyds Penalty VUue £3,678 


C 4 


GOING: Sell (Good to Soft in ptacee) 

• Left-hand coursa, level with long strsighte, easy terra and a one ftetong rwHrv. 

• Couse Is on the A443 by the Rfiw Severn. Woroaator (Foregete St) station kn. AD- 
MISSION: Members CO; TNttersale 28; Course E650 (OAPe £2.75). CAR RARK: Free; 

Ssl^WASTHmSi^S: U Pipe 40-138 (2M). D Wcholaoii 2D46 (337%) KBaflay 27-88 
(259H P Hobba 24-M (RJW* G BMcfing 8«3 ^ 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A PMcCoy 47-87 ( 28 . 1 %), NWIIlamaofi 25-07 (82%). D Bridg- 
watar 24-128 (8%). C Llewellyn 23-136 (89%), RJohraon N-87 ( 81 %). 

• FAVOURITES; 334-6* (382%) 

BLPtKBffiD RRSTTIME: Nona _ 


CHASE (Grade 2) (CLASS A) £19,000 addedl 
2m7f 110yds Penalty Value £11,820 

Own BTGBUOOR PRMCE p5)(D)(ThBnichgHMea)P Hobbs 8 1ft _AP McCoy 

02FD-1 HJtOGY (24) (D) (Mdntas Coop*] R Row 7 tf 1 . 


2285 FUWG GUNNS! (19) W R J Stosi] D Mdiobon B T 1 1 RJohma 

Q06U1 GRANGE COURT (9) (E§ PSM (Uemdticn Services Mdmfc) I IMaro 7 n 1-B Roaofl 

5*114 MAftat (13) {Encfch BoOTWtai Pamwfoip} N TuNmOswes 7 It 1 C Mends 

81F1 MENES0MC(q(D)<MnWHtoflariRAhsr7l11 A Thornton 

43*8/ OTTOWAp67)(BF)(PafJKBsrtw)Ptthcfls7111 TJMuphy 

503&-0 SRACEAGE GOLD (£0) (QeliBiii Dalsel) J OU 8 11 1 Cl 


0W HHfiOURG (57tQ (Clfl (tesba'MrtaiJP HnbbaTI T1 8 . 
SOI- POUCHBt(281)(teeALWoo4TRsaar7l1 11 


50052- BOB DEUMfl £53) (Timody N CfirJi) T GecrgB fl 11 5 — 
UU3-5F FULL OF BOUNCE (D) [Field3(mgRBcbg)n Hodges 6 11 3. 
5U200- BIG BMI DUN (198) (CO)(MnN Coni) EL Janas II OS- 
34855 BEATSON fl) (Mn ESGemnsriRBuddira 11 1- 

441 FP- SOPrtEIMYp7J5yDari«8)RCu»6 87_. 

2W/P- MARBOIAQALE(<11)(P)(BB(RLSEaiiMNMfcM986.. 

3ffQO SUPBi MALT (12) (F D ASboi) B Medan B 8 0 

-SdMtarad- 


JSTbroay 

-SWjfnm. 


JtJahnnn 


J] Monte B 


.CUtoM%nB 
— G Upton B 


GelB, 


TDesconta 


1.25 


UK RACING RACING SADDLERS NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2,925 added 2m Penalty Value £2,408 

BARTON GREEN (N2) (13) (Slrty W WSBraoWjwB 8 12 CMrato 

mveunenni mn m mm kh Prvi AatnashU J Old 7 8 12_ 


0 BARTON 041 

W5U- FRYSNOI8OL^m(T^ftoFMPartombWJ0H7812 


CUamflyn 

-S Wynne 
.R Johnson 


HCbAMf B EUUil « 

PEKW (FBI) (Uoren. Nohon & Nwnw3“5“ 410 B " 

90- OUESTAN (31^ (Steve Ndson) M Ffoe 5 1M2 . 

, MincirrrFiiM ir.iM 


7 30 UUtdUVI UK» KMDto rwwv _ 


p Sfrjwl eS*» ® 7 - 

-11 tf«etarad- 


J4P McCoy 
.GawtoP) 
apneta 

JRyen 

.. j| wamtagton (7) 
WUEftobrel 


BETTtifG: 194 Pekay, 4-1 Ismas, 5-1 Fr)N l*° * ,00 jv2^ HoBoe Aasy, 6-1 Negtitiw EguiK 12-1 
ta^T^raa»a«ea, 2 D-i ou no. w othsre 

VK. rncamBpondngmeelfeig 

TTBB 1 

’ -St BSBSBRKSaSSSWS^^* 1 * 


m-SU WAYWARD KING (6) (D) (Ferispmg Ftech^ R Hodges 5 » 

-Sdactored- 

BEITING: 11-4 Eaton 4-1 Blgereoor Prinee, 92 Flying Gimecl 1-2 GrengsCouv 1M Ohren, 
10-T Hwmkm*, 17-T MbMk W Spm m tt Gobi, t&l HhywnJ Ktag 
FORM GUIDE 

TWe Is a cracking race and one thrt Ottawa cauUnt ba nted out ol in his first rosi fn 8 
months. He was a smart steytog tnrdter h these condttena and was touched otf in the 
test oMwq starts over fences in the 89546 season Edgmoor Prtaea has dona al that 
to bean asked of hen In Ns two attempts over fences; winring cheeMy owr three rrfles 
at Uttnwater and then Imteg to work a tat harder to a handfcap whan dropped in top a 
Bangor. Hfc doubtful whathor wa haw easn the best of him or EULOGY, who made up 
fora bsMencs tel when dear to Sandmen last saaaon by otrtpacteg Amtah (whod to* 
ready won three times) on (prxnd bonfenro on lha feat ado war half a rrtie less at As- 
cot on hb ctxnetiack. 7T»s longer trfc and easier (pound should bring out the best h hkn. 
Hying Gunner, a decant etwlng hurder last season, could newr recover tram befog 
tampered and almost on the floor to Tbwaster on hta first try wer fences It wouldn't ba 
a apprise rasas him leave that run a long way behind. Tha oompaWondoaraft end lh aia. 
Mvnasonfc has won both chases that ha to stood up in; MaMar tost it to tha thnt at 
Newtxsy on his chasing debut and can only improve, but tha biggest dengsr may be 
Grange Court Tha ex- Irish geldfog defeated of See Enough convincingly at Ibwcaster. 
Stamina to Ns Strang suit . Selection: EULOGY 


BE7T1NQ: »4 Poucher,7-2 FuB 01 Boitoca, 11-2 Bfa Bm Dm 134 Badaon, 10-1 
Sophie Uey, 12-1 Bob Dwaney; Erfirab«ng,20-1 Soper Melt 
096: No caresptmtog meefing 

FORM GUIDE 

Twice lest season POUCHBI ehovred whtf he was capable of onca ha had tha grautd 
and detenca to his Hang. He to a pnogreasfve eavervysaFOfd and capable of making a 
winning return wttti al the rain about WO OT Bounce was quatty fancied In Suntoy Bqrfe 
race at Wincanton last Ttuertey only to craah cut at the water with nine to jump Ha ran 
wel from aknoat a stone out 0 ! the handcap when tokd behind Kermore-Spead and State- 
ly Home at Sanrtown h Aprt and a lair rehm at Wincanton earfisr this month suggests 
ha te coming back to the sort of form. Big Ban Dot wot forward enough to boot Strait* 
Itek at Kantoton flret tone out last season and le OH»bia of nnntag wal on his first ouh 
ing from now transr Ed Jamas' yard. Fla e ten ii had taokad as M he might bo coning to 
handBtPUnptontestmonthyatifidrTtoflBraTeMrfealiiioreencoisagemeniatQiei- 
tenftam nno days ago and la passed marurtB showtog something more pcsrtntt 

Selection: POUCHBI 


Tccl JULIAN LEIGH, REDENHAM RARK STUD NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2^25 added 3m Penalty Value £2£55 


2.55 


2 S224F DAMCEniiWUOWy W I "■ gr”." LilB 

3 J6514 WHO AMI (20) (CO) Pl^tistato) R a 8 8 CR»(7) 

J »£1 MYS1IC gW agqtoJsasw GTboaoy 

„ £££■ B 86 — 

4 JOB 7 02 C b L SS!! 

rB80_. — R Dummy 


: sSsuSSEsw 

s ‘ss, aag aegaai 

9 P03434 CJtOCKNflMOWLL pt) IMto C Biidgu« 


CARMELA AND JOHN’S SILVER WEDDING HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS Q) £4^850 added 2m 4f Pen Value £3,345 

PUffiO- SESAMESEa)(S8)(D)pMiiondIxii)NHsnderom91f II JRItevangh 

531 PDf TUSCANY fflGHWAY (SM) [D) (A Lra^ ItaJ Hmenail 7 Dlaeby 

0/221- TWEE FARTHMGS (296) ^(RUtonjJ OU 711 1 

SB4 TOMPERM ( 2 BQ (Mtto U$ N TwatortDafee B 8 13 

5/1F2 SEYMOURSWflFT (II) (SbsIMrt Rang) D QntalD 7 8 1 
1422-5 DRUM BAJTLEflS) (Oa>*f Qiwi) WGMTUnarS til. 


.Cl 


■ Upton 
lOwm 
5 Tammy 


(Hm PBUSSttf1?(Cl9n^>^^R»«rai«wa?(680 — 

-7 dactemd - 

Mfowium ivBlgftt jfla Tw&hmbcapweiawKPivaaSstiab 

BETTING: 94 Tim Feribtagi, 1MW0 SeymunmM, 4-1 Tteapeten, 9-1 Seesaw Seed, 9-1 The- 

cany MgteMK 10-1 Drum Btofin -B-1 Pnrato 


500-1 DANGER FUMi(2qm(RErazler)MfsPSy 7 114. 
04P-F1 TORCH VHTT (10) (Pad Grv«^ M Plpa 5 H 4 


043&Q ABMGBtnfTWJEitoiindOMsBMRnriandGfle 

WOP-P AMAiDGtE(Q(tanDFtaambBQ)REcktay5 8'C 

P5/20- AfiMATHJR{FR)(J20)(MajorHRMfWB) JMcCamocffeB 012. 

BrtHP C106SVBI BOY (13) OAs J K Spear) M Si^^d 7 8 8 

2BM CORAL£TTE(14)(ttJMLfiigfi)S0roclahw7ttC JB» 

aiTEC S0MA9IEE (HZ) (M L Darticr) 6 Broctehas 5 8 1? 

025 JOHWYK (4^ (Bf) (Ncnraod Parlnen} 0 Ndnisrn 6 8 C — _ 

14 RAMBLING SAM (5B) (D) (0 J JimJ G Baldfog 5 V 12 

BtVF SAXON DL04E (17) (Saxon Dl*B Partnorstk^ PHctte BO B 

M31-P DONMTUApI) (D) |Bi Wxdwrrr? FJnrtei687 

3P065 FLASH OflCK P) (T Mortm) T MorWI B O 7. 


W Menton 

.APMcCoy V 
.PMktfeyC? 
— vstattey 
~D Leahy 


BPmtil 

H Brootetiaw (7) 
_„_5 Wynne 

R Johnson 

IFrort 


GTtnney 

TBay 

—CUeraflyn 
— MStemet 


06P3-5 FOHTYTWD DEE 0) (Humph Wenrianal Umflacfl N Sm#i 787. 

-14decterwl- 

BETTBKE 5-2 foreh Yart, 7-3 Ra mbflng Son, 4-1 Saxon Daia, 1V2 Dsngw Ffyna, B-1 JahanyX, 
10-1 Enriec SomMrw, 14-1 AHnget19-1 Domna. 20-1 Anratom CoraJatta, 33-1 others 


LINGFIELD 


12.35 


HYPERION _ 

ItiaSS^ 



FAUCETS FOR GROHMASTER LOW 
OR HIGH PRESSURE HANDICAP 
(CUSS F) (DIV I) £3,300 CRltted 2m 

26206 DURHAM (15) GLfctoae B«0 

333004 PADAUK(15) MHsyrra 3 93 -DHtapIT 
eireo AZTEC Hya (USA) P8) W c BrtBfo48 B 

D2B4Q5 MOO RffUWTTON (15 BtReSBfi. — R0wtemi4B 

jfWa NORTHERN SAGA (12) G Dram 4 89 KHo ^wn3 B 

OOQ001 NOTATION (8) DCh«pm»3BBB«) -A fttoeae a 

mw ROMALITO (JW) UBfcrehad7B6 .._DMeGtoeoni 

560033 HPfYOS(8)SDow3B3^ — — — — — ^ ® 

nuoOO SIGNS) AMJSEALJBJ(I^CCyaw3 81 — OffShMSB 

0 R&V 2 «0TTBlM0Mt(7)RlngfBRi678 FNorton7 

-11 dogtared- 


i 'ocT FAUCETS FOR GROHE WATER CS«IRES 
1 * STAKES (CUSS D) £4,900 added 1m 2f 


20M34 M0MMG STAG (62) (CO) PMfcShd391 -JlCtericI 

554450 ACHARKE p9) C Btfitofo 4 9 0 WRyanBE 

36290 KOHREVEV DANCBI (ID) (D) AEMpr530-KHodgscnS 

850251 SEADAK0G(tt)(CiQJBri4)er490 HCodnoeS 

00 JOU FOBS (32) M Heynei 3 BTO DT 


OOOE52 UNCCmT8NH.LOK(^ M Johnacn499 JOeaiMeKBomA 



BETTI NGen -8 Rnmtag Stog, 92 Aetene,»-i UnnontfllkMl Law, 10-1 
Sea DhbI£ 2S-1 Koranyev Dura; 100-1 Jofl Fty«s 

FAUCETS FOR GROHE WATER TECH- 
NOLOGY MAIDEN STAKES (CUSS D) 
£4£00 added 3Y0 1m 

0060 BLOOD ORANGE (IBS) GMwganon 90 R Cochrane 7 

008003 DURABLE GKJRGE (12) JBnr^a 90 DBfaBst) 

0400 KHAM BOY (USA) (24) A Beley 90 KHodgml 

430022 KAHL (USA) (JUfS) (BF) G L Htaom 90 ACJarka 


•E 408 THE ROBE (4) (BF) B Meehan 8 9 £ Harmon (7) 12 

-12 dedarad- 

BETHNO:74 nal E lireMto Befc.1taflDeateio,9-i na aa li nDNIt M .1»^ 
The Rotw, 8-1 Briery Mac, 19-1 Alter EtghL 12-1 Omareenial, 14-1 Gbfle 
SM, 19-1 BabeBou. 2S-1 othns 


3.05 


2.05 


FAUCETS FOR GROHMASTER LOW 
OR HIGH PRESSURE HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) (DIV U) £3,300 added 2m 

4B6B ANJOU 09) ((X^ J Ifeeroe 5 8 0 □ Fwflmar (S) 10 

WOOD BROUGHTONS FORMULA (15) (CD) WltoBam791 

— DOSheaflEf 


0040 -ETBTWTY(28)JParehaM888- 


-S Sarnden 3 


I Barafeaa-i 


I RWJCETS FOR GROHETEC RADAR OP- 
ERATED TAPS HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
(DIV IQ £2L300 added 1m 2f 

X EESSSSSS^^gi 
ss 

raE3 gusstimajionm W 

02506 HOWiAlfl)SONSCHAB M(121IQMB8BSantfcre *93— 

W00Q2 BOLDCi^PSuiaiN^pn 3911 r rr PB *" L? 

SEmsNGREY0«WM*388 JoHrananRS 

wm -JUT FTB9«S P3) J F+to>ea 3 E tL-A Bhrian (^ 5 

^ PKnMASBWCWJPMipnaaT Deralfcgwma 

S aM l iKSS==^= 5 S-.» 

-lortedared- 

I faM Aftewa. t>Z Sou ^ n 


408504 MAM»TD(USA)fBQDCbEaRM90. 
07HBI OUB (KZI JTMerPO . 


JIRtoenerB 

9 


A&ELASSMi) RAnn*onflB0 F Horton 5 

BOD LAMBJLL BLUE (2Q C Dwyer 88- 

00 HJCYWA7(24) SWxxfe89 

PtoE CHSX L Q CottJtA 39- tt Fentons 


JtDeyS 


6 RASPBERRY SAU CE (Hff)C Cyar69J)eenMct8BBWB 10 

BETTB4Q: 1M1 Kate, 5-1 Otar Dub, 7-1 flnam Boy, Mmlteto, 12-1 Bkmd 
Onniga, 16-1 Reephorry Sauca, Dwahffl Gaorg«,2D-1 Lawful Btaa, Abie 
Lara, Ptne Creak, 3M lfflky Way 

FAUCETSGROHEDALMEDIAN AUCTION 
MAIDEN STOKES (CLASS F} £3^00addsd 
2VD7T 

0000 AFTERaGHTOTWRArnarongaO FMortanW 

0 BANKOHHRI(T7)GLMrx»90 HMafew a 

0 BBBIYMBCt18)HODflrw»JBPBO ""JS* 1 ! 

0 GOLD HAWK P7) B Smart 90 

v» - HCMfcmB 

ACbrirl 


BETTING: 7-2 Rom Of Gfen^ 92 Doyann, 5-1 AnfoiL 114 Safeneatsn, 
9-1 Flying Cokmra, 8-1 Ba Thw. 10-1 Bwnfty, 12-1 Bagany Yours, 
Braaghtona Fonafea. 19-1 LRfla Hoolgan 

LADBROKE ALLWEATHER TROPHY 
HANDICAP (Qusflfktf) (CUSS E) £4,025 
added 1 m 


60501V UTTLE HOOLIGAN (J12)SKhlgt468T1J)aHMttCaDMi 8 V 

003* BETTtoE(l^(BF)GLMxn>389 Candy Monti 2 

8160 SSJgSTDND^(D)SCWfcPB 686 .— D W wna pTS 

000005 FUMGCWHJRS(tqCBKeto9daB5 A Clark 7 

504205 MESALiyYOOTS (122) LMHM484.il FbrWd (71.1V 
600842 ROSEOFGLB4N(1^(C}BR*aGB2J>PHHptiy(3)fl 

000459 DOYBK(27)Glewb378 NC*Ma4D 

- 10 ' 


3.35 


2.35 


OP R.ISSTWO(Sq(BRPItatti90-H 
00 MUffS ODYSSEY (29) PLfchel SO- 



CK BAJCHMfORTH BOLE fU} E Wheetr B 9 Carerai (7) 7 

0 ELABELLDUGO) UJdvetoiBO DeanMdfeawB 

00 GKJESET(18)SmPie5Btt8B— 

0 ORNAMENTAL (17) JFtowm 8 9 JIDeyS 

65 RUSSIAN DaiQHTpgRHanjn 89 —RPertwn* 


1 ODDS MYITQNS HSIAXE (22) (C^ RHadgaa480_RCocteana2 

2 000500 W4TEPLABB(249KBuika498 P Doe [7)6 

3 53643 BAflBASCM(n(CD)mGLMDan59 8CBndrMarrfi7 

4 00045 TRBIPiai(US^tM^NC*ghen50'e_MTBtt»ltWB 

5 200061 roZ2U3IBIT(15)(CDJCiHtaln3912 -WRyanB 

6 400000 SOAXMG{1B)(CO)UUshcr79B PMcCri»P)3 

7 06103* HOeOXION (1G) (CO) D ArbutYKl BBS S Yftdworttr* 

8 332055 DUMBER GOLFTlkEPHC) lad Fkrtrgdoi* 09 

SSandan9V 

9 040000 BOWLED OVER (161) CCyar4 98 Dean HcKaown 1 

8 000040 GADOEp^(CO) ABeleySSS JBtwkymil 

« 53CPE ALfiW4ALfffl^(B^Car)r493™«^ 

12 80048 INVOCATION (12) (CO) GL Moore G 8 2 ACM 12 

-12dadared> 

B£mNa 3-1 Aiahaai, M Barheaoa VI Ptariemert, 1M tovocattao. 
7-1 Robtfkn.8-1 Dneanar QoHTfcn e , Gadga. hh MyBona MbMqb, •&! 
Ttopin.20-1 othera 


HUNTINGDON 
Z.I& COOLE HILL, who brat 
Naughty Future by lV* lengths in 
a handicap chase over 3m Wat 
Market Rasen las time, remains 
on a fair handicap mark and can 
follow up. MisterBlake and Solo 
Gent look the main dangers. 


crp 

2Mi BESSIE BROWNE looked 
as this sort of distance would suit 
her when finishing nine lengths 
fourth to Chcnymore over 2m 
110yds at Newbury. He should go 
well hem. Hat-trick-seeking Oi 
Mother and Iforapestoous Lady 
may pose most problems. 

□CO 

3J(fc MARTHA'S SON stamped 
himself the best mDe 

chaser in the country with victo- 
ries in the 2m Queen Mother 
Champion Chase and 27: m 
MeSing Chase last season. He will 
be very hard to beat if anywhere 
near his peak for this, his seasonal 
debut. One Man, whose best 
fonn is at 3m, again seemed to be 
stopping noticeably at the end of 
his successful reappearance in 
tfae Charlie Hall Chase over 3m 
If at Wetheiby. A bigger danger 
may be Viking Flagship, who 
quickened up smartly to beat sta- 
blemate Mulligan by five lengths 
in the Hakkm Gold Cup Chase 
over 2mlil 10yds at Exeter. 


HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 

340 : BOLD STATEMENT, who 
mn Miss Roberto to half ajenglh 
over 2m al Worcester on his 
reappearance, can go one better. 
New Inn, with crack daimer Sea- 
mus Duracfc in the saddle, looks 
the danger. 

WORCESTER 

2JS: The stamina-laden Mene- 
sonic must be feared if the early 
pace is strong. Edge moor Prince 
won over 27> miles at Bangor last 
time but will be more at home at 
today’s distance. EULOGY is high- 
ly regarded by his trainer and 
jumped Ascot's stiff fences fluently 
earlier this month. He should 
prove too good for these rivals, 
even though Flying Gunner is 

from a yard Pying high at present. 

cxn 

3l25: BEATSON hit top form at this 
time last year and prefers give in 
the ground these days. At Win- 
canton last week FuD Of Bounce 
was dose up at half way when 
falling heavily in a better race 
than this. His jumping has often let 
him down. Mud-loving Poacher 
would be dangerous if the going 
turns heavy. 


RACING'S FUTURf S MARKET 


Following his 11 -length victo- 
ry over General Wolfe - with 
Euctipe back in fourth and Go 
Ballistic pulled up- in the Ed- 
ward Hanmer Memorial Lim- 
ited Handicap Chase over 3m 
at Haydock last Wednesday 
Suny Bay, who gets just a 4fb 
penalty for that, is a top-priced 
4-1 favourite with William Hill 
-Coral go just 3-1. 


Barton Bank, runner up to 
One Man at Wetberby last 
rime, is 14-1 with the Tote - 
Ladbrokes go 9-1 - while the 
progressive Indian Tracker is 
25-1 with Ladbrokes - the Tote 
go just 14-1. 

In today’s 3.40 at Hunting- 
don, Prizefighter is 25-1 with the 
Tbte - William Hill go 16-1- 
- Ian Davies 


Hennessv Gold Cud Handkau Chase /3m 2f JJOyds) 

Herat (Breatfeeltf 4) 

Coal 

WUaaHI 

Ladteakss 

TUB 

Soey Bay (C SnxfcsfllalBfc) 

3-1 

4-1 

7-2 

8030 

DjKkMi F Douwsyioanjfc) 

91 

61 

7-1 

7-1 

Ba^(DNcMtevyno 2 fe) 

8-1 

51 

*5-1 

7-1 

Tinw R>r A An C OOaMWttfl 

7-1 

7-1 

B -1 

7-1 

CooareMlWOenBnisttfe) dxttU 

81 

12-1 

81 

Ttyfag Ageta (D GnUMMOb) 

18-1 

81 

9-1 

12- X 

Btotea Bank (D Nchatoayn sn3t4 

6M 

12-1 

M 

14-1 

Gtiaanri Won* (T RnradOstSb) 

8-1 

14-1 

81 

81 

Etxflps (M FtoafflsfBto) 

14-1 

16-1 

W-l 

81 

Botaiocrt Xng P NdKfls/tlsHU 

14-1 

81 

81 

20-1 

CriBc Abbey (Mas ttoneba WflamsflOd) 

8-1 

*1 

20-1 

m 

Cad Data) (BAfon/fM) 

26-1 

8-1 

20-1 

81 

/tore Araos (M CamOafOMi 

2S-I 

»1 

SM 

SOI 

Indfen Tiaetar (U PipahOssab) 

81 

20-1 

25-1 

81 

Santos (PHebbaMfifa) 

20-1 

25-1 

25-1 

2 S -1 

CM Ite Brtan If Douw(RVBBn3fe) 

33-1 

33-1 

33-1 

25-1 

QaBaMfodOShoa/lwIb) 

33-1 

25-1 

25-1 

25-1 

Hanaae Hamad (p VMamsflsay 

33-1 

33-1 

33-1 

S -1 

kncfacAidi (J Khgrtsq 

20-1 

25-1 

33-1 

33-1 

TbtohtoGWa (JOHcnWKlfc} 

33-1 

. 2-1 

25-1 

2 M 

ohSontiviDawnttnosq 

33-1 

33-1 

40-1 

33-1 

BM SWBwy (J DShaafeBreK) 

50-1 

33-1 

40-1 

S 0-1 

(to« 0 « Brokfl (N TvtoavDwMBdSta) 

66-1 

66-1 

86-1 

50-1 

■mnwaaband (E ftere(M)IIH5fe| 

WM 

100-1 

SM 

100-1 


MtJMiunlOtt GKfHHyeoaartooi«teptacmf.Z%4(M»«u]{Sateriq) < -H«ian«i 


FIRST SHOW 


1 Huntingdon 

— 3.10 


Hons 

C 

L 

T 

1 Hutu's Son 

•n-6 

U-8 

64 

1 

1 

15-8 

7-4 

74 

wanaFfeymp, 

a-i 

94 

2-1 

The Last Finn 

20-1 

20-1 

26-1 

Cankrev 

60-1 

40-1 

40-1 

[ Tbanrareodoiw 250-1 

W-1 

Z»1 

Eacfi«8iB(3artBrne odds, places 1.2 1 

C-ConLL 

LafcRtesJ-'tato 

_J 


Huntingdon — 3.40 


Horae 

H 

T 

BoUSBMnnt 

53 

53 

BBtikad Smanfon 

51 

51 

BtehotannwR* 

9-2 

51 

Wresfn 

93 

51 

Now Ini 

7-1 

83 

Spring Salnl 

51 

51 

Ubdan 

0-1 

81 

Daw Do 

251 

20-1 

Lear Jat 

251 

ZM 

MielJdsi 

rTIZMQIVDr 

81 

251 

firof)w«aBto»iBadtaftaDBs1.£3 1 

H- WtamHfl T-Tbto 

_J 


RE S U ITS 

LUDLOW 

ELM: 1. FINAL STAB (W McFafend) 6-1; 
2. Among Islands 20-1; 3. Absmbts 7-1 
18 ran. 6-4 fu Brighstona 8, \'h- (C 
DwyenNswrnariei)1to£143O;&L30L£54Q 
£230. DP. £43820 CSF: ClteOl Trio; Not 
won: £24444 canted forward to Huntingdon 
UO today. Non Ftaners: Haydown. Jolta. 

120: 1. WANDERING LIGHT (Ft John- 
son) 11-8 fev; 2, Ctontoura 5-1; & Cool 
Runner 2D-1 11 oil Vh. % (CaplT Fbreta; 
Downton). Tbts: £2G0; £140. £23C( E45CIDF: 
£ 68 QCSF:E 6 n Tricast EB80Q Tro; 5S3BQ. 

1J50: 1. BEHYL1IUM (A P McCoy) 6-5 
far; Z Rate Fire 8-2; 3. Hwrt 8-1 1 2 ran. 
1 % & (M Hpa Wfefingnn) fotec £220; Cl*t 
£290, £2£0. OF: E850. CSF: £TtBl TMcast 
£8800. Tho: £5780. NR: Todd. 

2^0: 1. SUDEOFH1LL (P Cartreny) S^» 
fev. 2. Mutual Agrwmnt 5-1; 3. BaL- 
fyadWend 8-1 7 ran. 8 8 [J J CTNeft Pen- 
rtt^. Tatis: £220; Elfift £230 Cf: E438 CSP 
£83& 

250: 1. CHURCHTOWN GLEN (C 
Maude) 5-1 ; 2. In Tire Blood 80-30: 3. Al- 
ber m ariB T1-8 lav. B ran. 2 21 (S Braok- 
shaw, mo ng to nt TMk £880; £130 Elsa 
CLia DR £1340. CSF: £2488 

350: 1 . GET REAL (U A Fttzgarakf) 9-2; 
2. Royal Event 4-1; 3. Hanvulane 8-1 7 
ran. TI-8 fev Step On Eyre (puled up), u 
sh tid. (N Hentteraon, Lnrrbonn) Tbte: £38; 
£220, CIGOl OR £&2d CSF: £2048 

SJStfc 1. SUNDAY VENTURE (M A 
Fftzgmkq 6-1; 2. Maoris BH 18-1; X Cas- 
tle Osan 1 -2 fev. 15 ran. Me, 1’A. (N Hen- 
deraon, Lanbom)1Mae £5.8; EiH £590 
£11 DR £2C740 l CSF: £8896. Dio: £3100 
Ptooepot: £12890 Qaedpot £940 
Plans 6c £43.16. Place 5: £722. 

CATTER1CK 

12^06 1. OPERA FAN (P Monte) 8-1; 2. 
Parson’s Lodge 7-2; 3. Dtemo n d Crown 
7-2. 11 ran. T1-4tai AJdar (5th).2 , />. ‘A (K 
Morgan, Melton Mowbray). Tbta: £960; 
£290 £230 £150 DF: £BBO CSF: E2B01 
Dlcasfc £8322. THo: £2a30 

1.10: 1. COMMITTED SCHEDULE (P 
Mven) 3-1; 2. Ooriki Castle U-8 tav; 3. 
CkMrefl 3-1 11 ran.2 1 ^ a (G Rfchenfe, 
Graystaka). IMa: £360; £120 £150 £250 
DF: £570 CSF: £704, Trio; £270 

■tAO: 1. SWSTPMDE fP Mven) 2-1 few; 
2. House Of Dreams 9-2; a Up It In 7-1 
7 ran. I'A 1V-- (Mrs M Revetey; SaUxsri). 
TbtK £250; £230 £330 DF: £400 CSF: 
ETL26L 

210: 1. PFUHCE OF SAINTS (RGerrS- 
ty) 1M fev; 2 tastily TOtMO; a POparaoo 
ttMO 10 ran. a g’/j, (M Hammond. AW- 
dfehem). Tbte: £270; £190 £130 £190 DF: 
£730 CSR £asa Tricest £894. Trio: £850 
l*B: Appearance Money. 

24a 1. FLYING NORTH (P Mven) 4-fi 
ter. 2. Jam Rad im ; a. PrtoAtva Hamt 
80-121 ran. 8 IV*. (Us M Revetey SaH- 
bum). Tbte: £100; EWO £450 £M90 . DF: 
£890 CSREBAODto: £338.8; £ 3 Si 7 Bcor- 
rlod forward to Hwiifogdon i» today; 

2ia i. BILLS8ROOK (P Mven) 4-1 It 
tear 2. Go4d Pigeon 7-1; 3. Karairastino 
9-2 Bran. 4-1 ]t tw a* Ahead. 024, (Miss 
R Brewis.BoltorD.Tote; £050; £250, £1£0 
£140 DR £1240 CSF: £2942 THcast 
£1850 


34a 1.0VER THE BECK (ECaflacfoarO 
5-2 ter, 2 Polar King 11-4; 3. Orange Imp 
11-4 . 11 ran. 3-A. V-. « M Jefferson. u3- 
tanl Tbte: £3». CUO £190 £2.8 DF; £880 
CSF: £883. Ttto: £3.70 
Jedcpot £597720 
Piacapot: £2570 Quadpol: £850 
Place 6 : £825 Place B: £381 
SOUTHWELL 
124a 1. GODMERSHAM PARK (G 
Ftaridn) 12 - 1 ; 2 Legal tots 7-4f«r;3.EB- 
Uto 5-1 14 ran. %Vh- (P Fetaate). Tola: 
£850; £640, CUO, £150 ■ DF: £2740. CSF: 
£3035. Tricast £12908. Tito: £3870 NR: 
Domino Ffyw, Ar^areef. 

123ft 1. MALUA (L Chamock) 5-1 ; 2 
Deerty 25-1:3. Souttrem Dominion 5 - 1 ; 
4. Sup erap par o s 20-1 16 ran. 7-2 far 
Theatre Maac. V],. nk. (T D Barren). Tats: 
£780; £230 £870 £t60 <350 DF: £17820 
CSF: £13454, THcast £8418 Trio: £24590. 
£31177 carded forward to Hwdngdon 18 
tods^ 

1 . 00 : i.AEOUNA (Dean McKeowrO 3-1 
fav; 2 Raad 6-1 ; X Wndmoor 8 - 1 1 B ran. 
Vs a (S Kattowel) Tbte: £440; £280 £250 
£430 DF: £800 CSF: £2250 Tto: £8230: 
£2796 carried forward to Huntingdon 110 
lode* 

1 -3a 1- MIDDLE EAST (KhTtoertey Hart) 
5-2 tav; 2 Fsyflc 7-2; 3. Palo Blanco 6 - 1 ; 
4. Sylvan Dancer 8-1 76 ran. V*. 37s. (T 
D Barron). Tote: £490; £l£0 £170 £300 
£450 DR £1520 CSF; £858 THcast: 
£6600. Tno: £1330 

20 a 1 . DEMOCRAT (Q DufteM] 1 2 te: 
2 Molly Music 8 - 1 ; 3 . Dancing Destiny 
20-1; 4. Sea Spon ge 12-1 18 ran. 4 nk. 

^m£ 2 MLW?CTS^^^ 2 LTiSS 

£8055 Tno: £ZWUO 

23a 1. DOUBLE EDGED (G DufflrtJ) 
M lav; 2 Mssamades 92; a Naked Ost 
8-1 8 ran. 1 nk. (M Jcfonston) 'fata; £150: 
£18 £150 £150 DF: £5100 K3F: £348 
300; 1- LADY EH. H Sack) 6-1 ; 2 Sharp 
Monksy 2D-1;&Bunntes Own U-t IBran. 
■n- 8 tav Dance To The Beet 7», 2 (B anarfi 
Ttata: £840; £230 £E7U £840 DF: £13870 
CSF: £6034. Trio: £23120; £28334 canted 
forward to Huitingdan 18 today. 

3^0 1. TO) TOI (Mrs D ArauttncQ B-i; 
2 Eden Hstohts 8-1; 2 Phariy Oaocer 84 
tsv. 13 ran. a 2 (D ArtwuwoO TUI* £870: 
£180 £320 £150 . DF: £5230 CSF: £568 
TMcasc £8848 Trio: £7170 
Place K W5TL Ptece 5: £2512 
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What is right in throwing away points that are there for the 



ALAN 

WATKINS 


ON 

RUGBY 


As many of my readers are-., I ^ 
bappy to say, old enough to re- 
member Bleddyn Williams, 
some of them win also remem- 
ber Hanaen Swaflfer. He was oot, 
asferasIknow.aru^fiallcRWsr, 
but a newspaper columnist who 
wrote on numerous other mat- 
tezs. E£s caicb^hrase was told 
them, but they wouldn't listen.” 

Tbdaylmakenoapotogyfor 
echoing him. A week ago I told 
Clive Woodward, the F.ngian ^ 
coach, that MikaCatt was not an 
international goaUridocr, but he 
wouldn't listen, assuming be 
heard my advice in the first 
place. 

It may be (hat he does not 
consider that kicking p enalt y 

goals and converting tries are <rf 

the first importance. Some of hk 


Q3C MK^l$;afi er Safauda/Smatcfa 


hfeptfe^aew- So ■ 


fun. Ibday the players and ad- 
ministrators must as profes- 
sionals be judged by more 


auclou-. 

pefiredtobe Wxxfwajd , $’di^- 
tiui^icasual - — £ Would, sdy 
iadca&lfSca] - atfithdej. 

■. Tlik: ''^England . ! captain, 
LawriMEfc pdBaglm; had the 


the maf^hew^ qucked assay- 
ing feai^ou dSa not beat New 
ZeafeMg^w. notrfimg up the 


• V ■*-**-* ^ nuu lUMb. 

IhfflECoJmnii i have stiiv- 


to give gratuitous 
fe nc e, foecaded to show mv 


offence. lidded to show coy 
kinotyj^te some years -ago, 
when rifgfay was a game played 
by young men for exercise and 


Woodward and DaDaglio be- 
tween them demonstrate a 
Shocking irresponsibility. On 
and on they go, in that craious 
management-speak which they 
have adopted and which has in- 
fected the gamely generally, 
about mental hardness and the 
right attitude. But what is right, 
and where is the hardness, in 
throwing away points that are 
there for the taking? 

Certainly Engjand would not 
have beaten New Zealand if Chtt 
had kicked all the points on of- 
fer. They would have ended up 
with 19, that is all If Andrew 
Mehitens had kicked his goals, 


New Zealand would have fin- 
ished with 30. 

But that is not foe proper way 
Of looking at things fViff had 
three opport u nities early m the 
nwtrii If he bad taken them as 
he ought to have done - attd as 
Paul Grayson, for one, would 
have done - England would 
have given New Zealand a nasty 
shock. 

This is precisely _ what 
Grayson did in Tuesday's match 
at Huddersfield when the 
tourists played a supposedly 
“emerging” England XV. 
we know, New Zealand came 
back magnificently, as they 
probably would have done on 
Saturday likewise. 

But England on Saturday 
were a tougher proposition than 


the midweek side (where, how- 
ever, I thought that John Bent- 
ley, Mark Regan, Chris Sheadty 
and Ne3 Back all did enough to 
earn a recall). We cannot be ab- 
solutely certainly what would 
have happened at Old Trafford 
if Call had been to give Eng- 
land an early lead of 9-3. 

There are two curious fea- 
tures to Woodwarfs obstinacy 
in this regard. One is that 
Grayson was cm die substitutes', 
bench throughout the afternoon 
and stayed there, though at one 
point be was going through var- 
ious warming-up exexrises as if 
about to put zn an appearance 
on the field. When Adedayo 
Adebayo was slightly injured it 
was Austin Healey that Wood- 
ward brought on in his place. 


The other is that if Wood- 


balJ^heCoijid have virtually the 
back division he wanted m the 


begmnmg, wmu 

back and Catt at outside centre, 
wheresudi a distinguished com- 
mentator as Chris Rea has long 
urged he should be. 

This solution, if pennanent - 
or as permanent as anything m 

rugfey ever is -would adnntted- 
tybe harsh on Ales King, WxxJ- 

waitfs original first choke at 
outside-halt But then, I have yet 
to be convince d that even a fit 

King at the moment is anything 

more than a good club player. 

I take no pleasure in going 
on about the importance of 
kicking points. There is no log- 
ical, as distinct from historical. 


j^nwhysconngati^ouW 

be rewarded with the opportu- 
nity of adding another two 
points. The award of a 
jsnow a lottery. IwouWr^^ 

a kick at goal with Che <*°«^ 

a tapped penalty, a scrum or a 
kick to touch. 

At the same time I am a re- 

^ I deal with tiie world as it 

is. So did Fran Cotton and Ian 
McGeechan in the summer. 
_ _ . c — Afriranot 


hecauss ui ■ — 

or Jeremy Guscott’s britoaace 

but because of Neil 

boot— and because South Africa . 

unaccountably refused toavafl 
I cervices nr Joel 


themselves oiuksb 

Stransky. At least mieswffl have 

Jenkins at Wembley, though I 
fear he wifl not be nearly enough- 


Little learns 
to cope with 
living in the 
firing line 


Football dubs and fans 
are very demanding but, 
as be explained to Adorn 
Szreter, Brian Little does 
not worry about his 
position as Aston Viliams 
manager, whatever the 
outcome of his side^s 
Uefa Cup third-roiind 
tie against Steaua 
Bucharest, which starts 
in Romania tonight. 


Brian Little wandered bade into 
the manager's room at ViDa Park 
early on Thursday afternoon, 
sniffing almost uncontiollabiy af- 
ter taking a private phone call 
in an adjacent office. “That was 
the chairman," he said. H He's 
out shooting in the middle of a 
held somewhere - 1 think be just 
wanted me to calm his nerves be- 
fore he shoots his next pheas- 
ant." 

Little is blessed with a “spe- 
cial relationship’' with Doug El- 
lis, who over the years has 
fired many more Aston Villa 
managers than most people 
have bad hot pheasant. EDis ad- 
mits to looking upon Little as 
a son, and Little's popularity as 
a Villa player, allied to a good 
track record in management, 
led “Deadly Doug" to declare 
recently that the job was Little’s 
“until I turn up my toes“. 

That vote of confidence came 
shortly after Villa, championship 
hopefuls at the outset, had cre- 
ated a dub record by losing the 
first four games of the season. 
Disappointing form In the 
League has not been helped by 
implied criticism of the manag- 
er by his own captai n , Gareth 
Southgate, and a more blatant 
verbal attack on the club’s record 
signing, Stan CoUymore, by his 
fellow striker Savo Milosevic. 

The one saving grace for lit- 
tle in a wretched season has 
come in the Uefa Cup. Tbnighr’s 
third round first leg against 
Steaua Bucharest in Romania 


coincides with the third an- 
niversary of Little’s appoint- 
ment, and be makes no effort to 
mask the significance of the tie. 

“I wish I could have my best 
team out there," he said - 
Southgate is injured, Sasa Cur- 
rie hi and goalkeeper Mark 
Bosnich anVfodd Cop duty with 
Australia. “If we get through this 
round and put two or three de- 
cent League results together, 
everybody would go into Christ- 
mas and the new year feeling a 
million miles better than they've 
felt all season.” 

Little’s honesty is endearing, 
and in public he prefers to stay 
laid-back, but if Bucharest turns 
out to be Villa’s last encursaon in 
Europe, the focus will switch in- 
evitably to the manager’s abili- 
ty to motivate his talented squad, 
and CoUymore in particular. 

“I think people see a dif- 
ferent side of me to what my 
players see,” Little said in his 
defence. “I tty very hard not to 
show too many emotions in 
front of the camera. I’ve built 
up an image of how a football 
manager should portray himself 

and I work at that all the time, 
playing the role the way I think 
it should be played It’s very 
hard to change. 

“Stan wants to do well, but 
the problem is that even if he 
does reasonably well but 
doesn't score, people are mak- 
ing an issue of it I have to say 
f still think it’ll work. He has an 
unbelievable profile and the 
media make it harder for him. 




Brian Little: Tve built up an image of how a football manager should portray himself and I work at that all the time’ 


Photograph: David Rogers/ Allsport 


because if it isn’t quite right it’ll 
be totally wrong in their eyes. 
That’s a better story." 

So for, the fens have shown 
no sign of deserting either CoL 
iymore or Little, and Saturday’s 
much needed win over Everton 
drew another healthy crowd. “2 
have a different relationship 
with the supporters here than 
most other managers have at 
their dubs." Little admitted 


“For whatever reason a lot 
of people seem to think myself 
and the dub is a good part- 
nership. But if it goes on - a de- 
gree of failure, if that’s the word 
- then that could change. Even 
then, if it gets to the point where 
there is a split, I feel a lot of 
people would be genuinely sad 
“I'd always do what is best 
for this dub, but 1 think if my 
back was up against the wall I'd 


fight. I don’t think I'd lie down. 
People probably don’t know 
that side of me, but 1 wouldn't 
give in to it. I wouldn't want to 
give it up.” 

Little's willingness even to 
contemplate the scenario suf- 
fered so recently by David 
Pleat and Gerry Francis is 
slightly surprising, but as a 
founder member of the League 
Managers' Association he takes 


a dispassionate view of the 
managerial merry-go-round 

“I try not to worry about it,” 
he said “I have a four-year con- 
tract here and it would be bril- 
liant if I see it out. But we are 
going to see coaches changing 
a lot more frequently to provide 
different ideas and try different 
things, and people's mentality 
will come round to that. 

“In Europe, for a long time 


managers and players have had 
a couple of years here and a 
couple of years there and it’s 
been change, change, change. 
The British scene has been 
unique in that respect But be- 
cause we’re now trying to com- 
pete with the top Italian dubs, 
we’re going to have to gp along 
with how the Europeans have 
always done it” 

Villa are Britain's sole sur- 


Villa keep faith with three-man front line while Taylor is given vital role to play 


The Aston Villa midfielder Ian 
Thylor has been recalled for 
to nigh t's Uefa Cup third-round 
first-leg match away to Steaua 
Bucharest -with Brian Little in- 
sisting he has a key role to play. 

Little bad no hesitation in 
bringing Thylor back into the 
starting fine-up, after be missed 
Saturday’s 2-1 win over Ever- 
tou while serving, the first match 
of a three-game domestic sus- 


pension. The Villa manager is 
aware of the threat that Ste- 
aua’s quicfcfire play in the final 
third of the field can pose -with 
Radu Cozma earmarked as 
the danger man - and be wants 
to keep it tight by taJdnga grip 
in the centre of the field. That 
is where Ibylor, the scorer of 
the Opening goal in the 2rl 
home win against Athletic Bil- 
bao in the second round, can fit 


the bQL with his committed style 
of play. 

Little said: “If we allow 
them to play in the final third 
of the field too much, then they 
are clever enough to break 
you down. They are neat on the 
one-twos. We have got to try 
and break the game up more in 
midfield than at the back. 

“Our centre-backs were out- 
standing in Bordeaux and Bil- 


bao - but we don’t want to be 
just soaking pressure up and 
then relying on the occasional 
break. We want to play further 
up the field,” Little added “Ian 
Taylor can have a key part in 
that and be h as been very im- 
portant to us this season. He can 
break things up. That’s the sort 
of thing we are looking for, and 
it is one of his strengths." 

Tbylor's inclusion is likely to 


mean Fernando Nelson switch- 
ing from midfield to a right 
wing-back role, at the expense 
of Gary Charles. However, Lit- 
tle wifl again pick his three main 
strikers - Stan CoUymore, Savo 
Milosevic and Dwight Yorke - 
and he believes the trio can ex- 
ploit the Steaua defence. 

“Bucharest play with three 
centre-backs but alk) try to play 
offside and I migh t encourage 


our three lads to push on to 
their shoulders and to try and 
get behind them," Little said 
Little will be without Sasa 
Curcic, left behind in Birm- 
ingham after reporting ill with 
a virus, in addition to the in- 
jured Gareth Southgate, while 
Marie Bosnich will be on World 
Cup duty with Australia. The 
centre-back Lee Collins. 19, is 
in the squad 


vivors in the Uefe Cup, but Lit- 
tle says has no lime to worry 
about flying the flag; “We do 
know that the media spotlight 
wfll be on us again but, because 
of our present position, we also 
know that if we fail it could be . 
blown up to be an even worse rej jjfcv 
suk than it is. We’re worried from ' 
that point of view, but it’s more 
selfish than, a national thing. 

“We feel their strength is 
their attacking play, and the feet 
that we are without two of our 
best defenders is concerning us, 
but if we can work out the right 
roles in the Yorke, Milosevic, 
CoUymore combination we can 
score goals. 

"At the moment we don’t 
foresee a 0-0 in both games - 
we'd settle for that in the first • 
leg, but we probably need to go 
to Bucharest and score. If we 
sit back too much in this game 
we’U pay the penalty, so our 
plan is to be as brave as we dare 
be in an away leg in Europe." 


Rejuvenated Springboks hungry to regain pride against the English lions 


The faces may be 
familiar, but the mindset 
is dangerously different. 
South Africa have kept 
faith with the vast 
majority of the players 
who self-destructed 
against the Lions last 
summer, but as Chris 
Hewett reports, they are 
likely to be a very 
different proposition 
when England’s rugby 
union team face them at 
Twickenham on 
Saturday. 


Nick Maliett might have 
presided over a Springbok cull 
following the South African na- 
tional team's emasculation by 
Martin Johnson and his barri- 
cade-building Lions six months 


ago. As befits an Oxford grad- 
uate with sufficient grey mat- 
ter to take a diploma in politics 
arid philosophy and a Blue at 
bridge, the new national coach 
opted for evolution rather than 
revolution and is in the process 
of being proved correct. Sud- 
denly, the world champions 
are out of the doldrums and 
back on rugby’s high veldt 
Gary Tfcichmann’s Boks flew 
into London from Parts yes- 
terday, fully intent on makin g 
the second chapter of this par- 
ticular Tfale of Two Cities a 
grimly Dickensian experience 
for Clive Woodward and his 
ambitious young E n glan d side. 
Whatever the outcome, there 
will be a distinetty ironic flavour 
to this Saturday’s one-off Test 
at Twickenham; no fewer than 
10 of the visitors tasted defeat 
at the bands of Johnno and 
company while only two of the 
seven victorious En g l i s h Li- 


ons, Lawrence Dallaglia and 
Richard HID, are current first- 
choices for their country. 

Maliett has, however, shuf- 
fled his cards extremely effec- 
tively. Percy Montgomery is 
now a pearl of an attacking full- 
back rather than a frail and hes- 
itant outside centre; Andre 
Snyman is knocking opponents 
over in midfield rather than 
running up culs-d e-sac on the 
wing; and Henry Honibail is 
back at outside-half, full of 
vim and vigour after a much- 
needed vote of confidence ftom 
an understanding and, it seems, 
inspirational coach. 

The result of all this selec- 
torial jiggery-pokery? A 2-0 
series victory in France (no 
mean feat in itself) and a quite 
astonishing 52-10 masterpiece 
of a performance to run down 
the curtain on the Parc des 
Princes in last weekend’s sec- 
ond Test “I don’t think for a 


moment that we’re really 40- 
odd points better than the 
French - they caught us on a 
good day, we caught them on 
a bad one - but I always be- 
lieved we possessed the po- 
tential to play the way we did," 
said Maliett. 

“What has surprised me is 
that it's happened so quickly. 
The aim was. and still is, to get 
back into a position from which 
we can defend our World Cup 
crown, to get some pride back 
into our rugby after the defeat 
by the Lkms and a poor Tri- Na- 
tions and some confidence 
back in to the players. Tve tried 
to do this by consulting the play- 
ers and finding out how they 
want to be managed - I'm not 
the dictatorial sort - and 
through good selection. I do 
think there was some poor se- 
lection during recent series." 

Because of a head injury suf- 
fered by Johan Erasmus, the 


Free State flanker, during the 
Paris hostilities, Maliett has 
been forced into one change of 
personnel for Twickenham. 
That change will not bring an 
ounce of encouragement to 
the English; good as Erasmus 
nay be, his replacement, An- 
drew Aitken, has already left an 
indelible mark on the minds of 
those who encountered him 
back in the summer. 

A 29-year-old all-purpose 
loose forward with Scottish an- 
cestry, Aitken turned in the 
finest individual performance of 
any South African during the 
Lions tour: indeed, the attack- 
ing virtuosity he produced for 
Western Province at Newlands 
resulted in some very serious of- 
fers from north of the border. 
Another Oxford Blue — like his 
coach, he was a Varsity Match 
No 8 - he can now start relish- 
ing the build-up to a richly de- 
served first start at Test level. 


England's selectors, mean- 
while, have been attempting to 
figure out ways and means of 
avoiding another murderous 
hiding from New Zealand's 
midweek team whea they 
send out an English Rugby 
Partnerahip XV - effectively, 
an England A side - at Bris- 
tol City’s Ashton Gate stadi- 
’um tonight. Whether they 
have the mix right is open to 
debate; if last week's Emerg- 
ing England found themselves 
being comprehensively 
“mulicred" by Tbdd Blacfcad- 
der’s outfit despite the ap- 
parent safety net of 70 full 
caps between them, heaven 
knows what might happen to 
this latest linc-up. 

Captained by Tixn Rodber 
- the Lion of Northampton, 
who is slowly working his way 
back to fall fitness after weeks 
of injury frustration - the ERP 
XV can point in 64 fop Eng land 


appearances among their num- 
ber. Unfortunately, .precisely 
half of them belong to one man. 
Rodber himself and another 13 
to Mark Regan, the Bristol- 
born hooker who decamped to 
neighbouring Bath during the 
dose season. 

It will be a big game for 
both, as it will be for Tim 
Stimpson, Newcastle’s transfer- 
listed frill-back and one possi- 
ble solution to England’s 
goal-kicking problems. But 
how much they will be able to 
show in a side positively check- 
er with rookies remains to be 
seen. Spencer Brown, Richard 
Butland, Martyn Wood, Phfl 
Vickery and, in particular, 
Patrick Sanderson, the open- 
side flanker from Sale, are 
right out of left field and will 

be playing at a level way beyond 
anything encountered in their 

brief careers. 


a*3L15H RUGBY PARTNERSHIP vNEW 
ZEALAND {Aahton Oats. Bristol, tonight 
745)1 ERP XV. T SOnwon fNBwesei&V 
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.•Bath wiH have to travel to 

France if they overcome Pau in 

the semi-finals of the Heineken 
European Cup. The final will be 
staged at StadeLescure in Bor- 

deahx on Saturday 31 January “ 
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RAC RALLY 





Forest foray: Dirt flies up from the Subaru of Italy’s Piero Liatti and Fabrnda Pons during the 14th stage at Pantperthog In Wales yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 
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McRae pulls himself out of a hole to share lead 


The tension mounts for 
Colin McRae as the RAC 
Rally heads for its last 
day. Derick Alkop reports 
from Cheltenham. 

A day of drama, controversy 
and anxiety ended with Colin 
McRae and Richard Bums, 
remarkably, together on the 
same limp in the Network Q 
RAtwKally and the world 
Bionship delightfully set 
■ an enthralling finale. / 
Bas a day marred by a bad 
But involving two^tla- 
I unknown British com- 

^ Jls his 

Mke'tball 


Riot erupts 
in Belgrade 

Dozens of basketball fans, in- 
cluding Belgrade’s acting may- 
or. have been injured in dots 
which erupted during a match 
involving Yugoslavia's two lead- 
ing teams. 

The game between the city 
rivals Red Star and Bartizan 
Belgrade on Sunday was cut 
short by one minute after club- 
wielding police had to intervene 
to stop the chaos. 

Partizan were leading Red 
Star 77-69 and were heading for 
a victory in a national champ- 
ionship match when Red Star 
^Plns fired a tracer rocket which 
hit the acting mayor of Bel- 
grade, Milan Bozic, in the 
stomach, causing serious bums. 

Rival fans engaged in 20 
minutes of fist-fighting, throw- 
ing torches and rockets, stones 
and chairs. Dozens of people 
were injured in the. fracas. 


co-driver Graham Lewis, who 
were seriously injured when 
they crashed on the Hafren 
stage. Further incidents on that 
stage and the next forced the or- 
ganisers to abandon them. 
Lewis was airlifted to hospital 
with suspected chest and spinal 
injuries. 

McRad picked hims elf up 
from eighth place in the early 
morpmg gloom to draw level 
wjt!h Burns on the final stage. 
,To become champion, McRae 
' must win Lhe rally and hope that 
Tbmxni Makmen, at presenL 
sixth, drops at least one place 
in today's concluding proceed- 
ings in south Wales. 


HOCKEY 


If the 29-year-old Scot now 
pulls it off, he will be acclaimed 
on the famous racecourse here 
this evening as the most popu- 
lar winner since Desert Orchid. 

Such a scenario seemed a 
distant fantasy when he was 
caught out by fog and darkness 
on the first Welsh forest stage 
yesterday. He put his Subaru in 
a ditch and negotiated the rest 
of the Radnor stage with ex- 
treme caution and lost 90 sec- 
onds. His main, rivals 
overhauled him, none more 
gleefully than Bums, the 26- 
year-old Englishman. 

Bums said: “I knew I had six 
minutes more daylight than 


Eastcote suffer frustration 


Eastcote’s dream of achieving 
National League status after just 
one season in the ESL South 
Premier suffered a setback over 
the weekend when they were 
held to a 2-2 draw by Becken- 
ham to rob them of their max- 
imum points record, although 
they are still three points ahead 
of their nearest challengers, 
Gty of Portsmouth. 

it was a frustrating day for 
Eastcote’s manager, Paul Lou- 
don. Hvo goals up after 15 min- 
utes following strikes from 
Danny Geach and James 
Grant, Eastcote went off the 
bofl. allowing Beckenham bade 
into the game to score twice be- 
fore the interval - a drag flick 
from Graham Butler at a penal- 
ty comer and the equaliser 
from David Pbofold. 

Loudon said: “We allowed 
Beckenham to put a half court 
press on us and we bad no an- 
swer.” The manager’s frustra- 


tion was fuelled when his side 
failed from eight second-half 
penalty comers. 

However, Louden is quiet- 
ly confident ahead of next 
week’s game against Ports- 
mouth. “We have flair, skfll and 
a will to win and I think we can 
achieve things," be said. 

Winchester's 5-3 victory 
over Chichester allowed Ports- 
mouth, with a victory by the 
same score over Woking, to 
move back into second place. 
Winchester’s player-coach, Si- 
mon Hazlitt, the former Great 
Britain player, led the way, 
scoring twice in their victory, 
with Mark Vowies, Peter Lel- 
liott and James Wakely com- 
pleting the scoring. 

Another former interna- 
tional, Wales’ Micky Coldough, 
scored a hat-trick for Woking, 
but it was not enough against 
Portsmouth. 

-BtitCofwiS 


the others, so I went full force. 

1 passed Didier Auriol who had 
been two minutes in front of 
me. It’s a great start.” 

McRae, unsurprisingly, had 
a different perspective. He could 
not contain his frustration and 
said: “I couldn't see a thing and 
drove straight off a straight 
piece of road. It was terrible out 
there. It shouldn’t be allowed in 
a professional world champi- 
onship. It should be derided by 
who's the quickest driver, not the 
weather. Maybe they should re- 
verse the running rader a bit the 
following day to make it fair.” 

He channelled his anger in 
a positive mann er thereafter, 

AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


Packers turn on the style 


winning four consecutive stages 
and climbing closer to Burns. 
The gap was reduced by a fur- 
ther 10 seconds when the Mit- 
subishi driver inarmed a penalty 
for taking too long at a service 
stop. His team-mate, Makinen, 
received a 20-minute penalty for 
a similar offence. Bums retali- 
ated on the penultimate stage 
but McRae's five-second mar- 
gin of victory on the last sent 
both back to headquarters here 
on 2hr 13 min 43sec. 

McRae said last night: “Tm 
certainly feeling a lot happier 
than I was this morning. All I 
can do now is go all out on the 
final day but then that's what 


Dorsey Levens ran riot as the 
Super Bowl champions Green 
Bay Packers ended an eight- 
game losing streak against Dal- 
las ^ with a 45-17 victory over the 
Cowboys on Sunday. 

Levens rushed for a fran- 
chise-record 190 yards and 
Brett Favre passed for four 
touch downs, including a pair to 
the tight- end Mark Chmura, in 
a dominant third quarter. 

None of Green Bay’s eight 
previous losses to Dallas were 
at Lambeau Field, where the 
Packers extended their fran- 
chise-record home winning 
streak to 22 games. Green Bay 
was beaten seven times by the 
Cowboys over the last four 
years at Texas Stadium, in- 
cluding three play-off games. 

The last time the teams met 
in Lambeau Field was back in 
1989, and the Packers rolled to 
a 31-13 victory. The Cowboys 
heat Green Bay in Milwaukee, 
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SPORTING DIGEST 


TENNIS 

Novotna’s joy 
in New York 

Jana Novotna, one of the most 
talented players never to have 
won a Grand Slam title, held her 
fragil e nerve and swept to a 7-6, 
6-2, 6-3 title win over her Bench 
opponent. Mazy Pierce, in the 
Women's Tfcnnis Association 
Champ ionship in New Yack. 

The 29-year-old Czech, still 
best remembered for her tears 
when she threw away a third set 
lead to go down to defeat 
against Steffi Graf in the 1993 
Wimbledon final, admitted af-. 
ter her victory on Sunday: “Alas, 
this isn’t a Grand Slam victory. 
But it’s the next best thing.” 

Novotna, who finished the 
season second in the ran king s 
behind Martina Hingis and 
who also won the doubles title 
with Lindsay Davenport, said 
she had used ice on her legs 
during the change-overs as a 
precaution. She had been wor- 
ried that die would not have the 
stamina to play through the 
best-of-five-sets finaL 

Pierce is still looking to win 
a set after four defeats against 
the Czech- Pierce, who beat 
Hingis in the quarter-finals, 
said: “It was just one of those 
days. Nothing Idid worked” 


American football 

NRj Naw England 27 Mon* M; DatooB 32 In- 
derapofe Ifc eransm 31 Buffalo m NY Jett 
23lftnvia2i;C»fcaQa«'binBBM7;Art- 
zona TB B ote mofa T3; J&arta 20 Naw Ort iu 
3;QMnB«y4S[Miaitr;PhfadN3Hi2SPMs- 
20; Cranafl 31 J^riacrwlri SB; Karnes 
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Oakland 4 7 0 Z75 282 

San Otago 4 8 0 225 308 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
EASTERN DIVISION 

NY Giants 7 4 1 28 207 

Uta u ngw a Siam 

Dates 6 8 0 848 813 

PMwWpMa —5 B 1 203 244 

ArtnM a B 0 SB 262 

CSfTRAL DIVISION 

Graan Bay 9 3 0 316 234 

Mnnaaota ; 6 4 0 a 262 

Wrepa Bay & 4 O 342 S2 

Dan* 6 6 0 267 230 

CHcago 2 « 0 85 322 

WESTERN DIVISION 
•SanRwidaco — 11 1 0 285 149 

CaroSna -G S O 201 234 

Atlanta 4 B 0 236 286 

NMOitaam 4 8 0 154 245 

St Louis ~~2 n 0 202 282 

■eftjefted Metonal iMb 

Basketball 

IBVU Boston 80 Dataoit 86; Naw’tafc 04 
Vkneouvar84; Chicaea »» Saasmanio 88; 
LALflters U9 LAOppBraEC. 

Boxing 

rachteVlfcxxti^&iiwnctffighflrigal 

MadsonSquereGardenhasbaenni- 

ined by a kunay rtfeeftn. Thafcmwr 
undefeated European mkfcflewaight 
chanirionhasbeenonantixXtesfar 
aweeKandwasfercedlDtelpromoter 
FrarkVUbrrenyestetitaylhathscoiid 


20-17, in 1991 before the string 
of games at Dallas. 

“Beating Dallas was one of 
those things we hadn't been 
able to do since I've been 
here ” said the Packers coach, 

‘ Mike Holmgren. “Today was 
our day.” 

Levens, who also set a ca- 
reer-high with 33 carries and 
had two touchdowns, broke 
the single-game dub record of 
186 yards set by Jim Tfcyior 
against the New York Giants in 
1961. Levens, who rushed for 
a total of 701 yards in his first 
three NFL seasons, has rushed 
for 1,129 yards as the team’s 
featured back this season. 

The win was the sixth in sev- 
en games for the Packers, who 
moved one game ahead of 
Minnesota and Tkmpa Bay in 
the NFC Central. The VDdngs 
were beaten 23-21 at the New 
York Jets and the Buccaneers 
lost 13-7 at Chicago. 


not go through with th» -b December 
date on the undercard of Prince 
Naseem HamedS American debut 

Cricket 

Chris Adams wS be unveted as the 
highest-paid English player in coia> 
ty crictat tomorrow whan he signs a 
tnr eo - ya ar contract to become Sus- 
sex's new captain. The 27-year-oU 
Derbyshire batsman has neooBated 
with several coifties since me Eng- 
land and Wales Cricket Board agreed 
he raid be downgraded to a 1st two 
piayer but ordered® two-week ‘ooot- 
ng off” period to assess the offers. 
Despite farce, opposition from Kent 
and Nottinghamshire, Adams has 
decided to move south after agree- 
ing a deal which wi earn tin an es- 
timated £200000 

Football 

B r adford Cfty havelEMT rt i M te d the con- 
tract of FSchard Ufcurd, after the de- 
fender pleaded gufly to two charges 
of common assart at Nottingham 
Magistrates’ Court last Friday. 

Wtest Bromwich Albion have had a 
£800000 bid fcf Oldham Alhtoflcta Eng- 
land Under-21 left-back Cart Serrant 
turned down. 

Manchester City are to hue taks this 
week with the Swedish striker 
Matthias FtodstrBm, who plays tor At- 
vtdaberg. 

Carlo Mazzone resigned yesterday as 
coach ofthaltalan Sate Aside Napol 
after Just six games in charge 
Jfcn OBver has resigned asihe chter- 
man of flnanda%-iroaten»d Psrtlck 
TMstte after eight yearn at the helm. 
He has been replaced at Fkhffl whh 
Immediate effect by a former efireo- 
tor. Brown McMastec 
The Luton Town coach Wayne Hxn-. 
eris leaving the Second Division dub 
after being replaced by youth-team 
manager, John.Moora. 

NATIONWIDE RXTTBALL LEAGUE TM(d Di- 
vision: Ftxtura .altanrilam: Tomorrow: 
ChBtMr v SwnaH fltamaSAfeieM. SMS Dbc 
S cartMicwgfi v ftaefidsfa fixmaOmcf- SM28 
March: Swenwa v Cheaaa (Jtom 22 rkv}- 
SUmATSLATE RnHATO f tri a h L — q i w 
{tad Batts 1 Depariho La CauTia Ol 
FA CARLS8E8G VASE TMid^ound (few 
Mania v Badtagtan; Stockttjn vBincoupi; 


I\e had to do all the way 
through. The rest is out of my 
control." 

“I don’t suppose the fans wiH 
know who to cheer for. Tm not 
bothered about Richard. It 
looks like Th mmi will be in the 
top six, but it is never over un- 
til the last stage-” 

Mitsubishi may yet play their 
joker to scupper McRae. If he 
and Burns are still neck-and- 
neck with one stage to go, then 
Burns, McRae's former team- 
mate, could be instructed to sac- 
rifice his own rally rather than 
risk a second place that might 
endanger Makinen’s chances of 
finishing in the points. 

CRICKET 


McRae's situation is effec- 
tively unaltered- All he can do 
is stick to the original script and 
gp all out for the win. Makinen, 
too, could remove the doubts 
by increasing his pace. He has 
patently been restrained by his 
team, which has proved an ir- 
ritating if understandable ex- 
pedient for him. 

Finland's Juha Kankkunen 
starts the final day in third 
place, his Ford team-mate Car- 
los Sainz, of Spain, is fourth and 
Finlan d's Marcus Gronholm, 
driving a Toyota, fifth. Auriol, 
troubled from that opening 
stage, rolled out of the Rally 
late in the day. 


Stewart leaves in good heart 


Micky Stewart leaves Lord’s 
next month, happy at last that 
English cricket is going in the 
right direction. 

Stewart, the former England 
team manager, has reached 
retirement and is being suc- 
ceeded on 1 January ty the for- 
mer Glamorgan captain, Hugh 
Morris, as the England Crick- 
et Board’s technical director. 

Stewart, the ECB’s director 
of coaching and excellence, 
said: “The message that some 
of us have been preaching for 
quite a while now is finally get- 
ting through. The success of 
everything we do in the devel- 
qpmentaf cricket and cricketers 
will, of course, be judged in bow 
we perform right at the top at 
Tfest level. 

“But 1 think that, with play- 
ers like Ben Hollioake, Owais 
Shah and David Sales coming 
through, we are already begin- 
ning to see the fruits of the 


development of excellence 
scheme at Under-17 and Un- 
der-19 level which was set up 
in 1990 - and in which people 
like Graham Saville, John 
Abrahams and Gordon Lord 
work so hard. 

“At the moment people 
might say that the selection of 
half a dozen or so teenagers for 
this winter’s England A tour is 
just coincidence. I believe that 
we will still be producing play- 
ers in five years' time - which 
will then prove that ft is nor 
chance.” 

# Makhaya Ntini will today be- 
come the first black African to 
play cricket for South Africa. 
The 20-year-old fast bowler 
has been called up for South 
Africa’s opening match of their 
Australian tour, a one-day 
game with an Australian Crick- 
et Board Chairman's XI taking 
place near Perth. 

- Mark Baldwin 
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deny Hama Bar or LanpuySportc; Cowaa 
Artemy; Brtdport 
Ham** & Haiteaion or 
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wRocateorHacrcPBo cB l M ia n ate rrr rl - ia 
wAgteAte Avolay or Buntam vIMw- 
Itehfam MdrM~ « 

■IRouars 
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v Suftxry "toon; Awlay or Burrtnm \ 
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Bunns HB; DoolorGr 
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CS*r. Cf^iporlwn vlbotkro & Mkiw 
beriiy v Sudbury W*nc5rora (Tiaa 
ptyocfSouday T3 Deaeraoer). 
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Rugby Union 

The former French htamattonaJ No 8 
TTfefiy Devargie and the Franca A 
hooker Fabrics Landreau have joined 
Bristol ton Naato. The Rwichmen are 
■kaiy to mate their debuts in BristoTs 
Chettanham and Gloucester Cup tie 

at Sale on Saturday. 

SWing 

Zai Stoggal became the first Aus- 
tiaten woman to wfri a Wlbrld Ci4> race 
when she came first to ttw slalom at 
Park Qty Utah yesterday. "I dtdrff 
come here expecting to win. 1 wasnrt 
aa (xasumptuous as to hope for that 
much’ she said. 

ALPINE WORLD CUP (Park Ctty, Utah) 
Women’s atafane 1 ZSapM» (Aug 13830 
o Ians <*aaa 

{fez) 13832 P881 49%? U ACttfe (S»i0 


rugb y league 

Murray the 
main man 
for Leeds 


Leeds have settled on Graham 
Murray as ihe man they want 
to take charge at Headingley. 

The dub have offered Lhe 
job to the Hunter Mariners 

coach who only needs to say yes 
to succeed Dean Bell — who 
moved into a youth develop- 
ment role recently. 

Leeds are understood to 
have agreed terras with Murray, 
who also coached successfully 
with the mawaira Steelers and 
also Fiji in the 1995 World Cup. 
The only possible snag is that 
the Mariners - finalists in the 
Viforid Qub Championship this 
year but doomed to extinction 
when the two competitions in 
Australia merge - have not yeL 
been pronounced dead. 

“Australian Super League 
have agreed to his release once 
the future of Hunter is settled," 
the Leeds chief executive. Gary 
HetheringtoD, said. “A decision 
was expected at the weekend 
but now it seems it will be lat- 
er in the week. Graham fits our 
bill and is keen to join us. We 
are confident of being able to 
announce his appointment lat- 
er this week." 

The appointment will end 
speculation that the Tost coach. 
Andy Goodway. is lined up for 
the Headingley job. or that an- 
other former Great Britain 
coach, Ellery Hanley, is set to 
return to his home-town club. 

Wigan have told London 
Broncos that they are not pre- 
pared to part with Henry Paul, 
but they are prepared to loan 
fringe players to Orrell rugby 
union club. 

Salford, who have already 
signed four new players for next 
season, are interested in the 
New Zealand-born winger, 
Richard Hcnars. who was 
sacked by Warrington for dis- 
ciplinary reasons last season. 

Abolishing relegation from 
Super League will be among 
the measures to be discussed by 
the Rugby League Council 
when it meets next week. 

The fete of Workington and 
Oldham after taking the drop 
has strengthened opinion that 
Super League clubs need lime 
to plan ahead and achieve fi- 
nancial stability. The change 
would not initially be at the ex- 
pense of promoting teams from 
the First Division, as Super 
League is projected to increase 
from its present 12 sides. 

“The idea is for the present 
Super League dubs to be able 
to plan ahead and work without 
the fear of relegation at the end 
of the season," Pfcter Rowe, the 
Rugby Football League’s media 
m an ag er, said. “It should enable 
them to put a sound financial 
base in place before franchising 
operations come in in 1999.” 

The meeting wQl also discuss 
how competition outside Super 
League should be organised 
next season - one division or the 
present two - and the increas- 
ing likelihood that next season’s 
World Cup will be postponed 
for a year. 

— Dave Hadfteld 
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TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The number of lengths 
swum by the British 200 
metres breaststroke cham- 
ploa Andrew Ayers, who 
returned to the water yes- 
terday after faffing out of a 
window and breaking two 
bones in hs back only two 
months aga 
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United at the forefront of the television revolution 



Greg Dyke, the television ex- 
ecutive and Manchester Unit- 
ed director, has said he can 
envisage the day when the Pre- 
miership dub - who launch 
their own channel next season 
- will have a broadcasting mo- 
nopoly on all matches at Old 
Trafford. 

Dyke claimed yesterday that 
United, who already have their 
own radio station, could one 
day become the sole broad- 
caster of home games, and he 
warned television companies 
that his club are unlikely to be 


the only one to go down the 
same road towards exclusive 
rights to their awn gamw 

“I think that eventually dubs 
will be able to dictate who 
broadcasts from their grounds. 
It will not come immediately, 
but it will come," he said. 
“Once there are 150 or 200 
channels coming into the home 
- and that could possibly run 
into thousands in 20 years from 
now - then it seems to me in- 
evitable that clubs like Man- 
chester United will control 
their own rights." 


At present broadcasting 
rights for United's league 
matches are held by the Prem- 
iership, while Uefa, European 
football's governin g body, con- 
trols European broadcasts. But 
Dyke, whose election to the Old 
Thifford board has coincided 
with tbs Reds' first venture into 
their own TV production, said 
it may not be too long before 
the chibs take over. 

Manchester United TV win 
go on air next season, but Dyke 
says it should not be confused 
with pay-for-vi'ew, which is also 


Coleman turns down £2. 1 m 
move to Keegan’s Fulham 


in the pipeline. “Manchester 
United television will be a mag- 
azine show which comes some 
time next year. It’ll talk about 
the chib and showyoatb games 
and reserve games unless we get 
permission from the Premier- 
ship to show first team games. 

“Pay-for-view wfl] come lat- 
er and it'll be different to tele- 
vision as we have known it up 
to now. What we have had so 
far is ‘broadcasting' - that is a 
game available to very large 
numbers of people. 

“The advantage of pay- 

I CRICKET 


for-view is that fans will be able 
to buy a season ticket and see 

Manchester United games. That 
will come in the next five years 
and it will mean that if you can’t 
get tickets for games you will be 

able to buy a season ticket and 
watch them in your home. 

“There may not be more 
two or three hundred 
thousand people across the 
country watching it, and when 
it comes it will.be an addition 
to the present service." 

The League Managers’ As- 
sociation yesterday warned 


clubs not to become “fashion 
victims’’ by rushing to sign for- 
eign managers. 

With Quistian Gross, at 
Tottenham, joining ArsSne 
Wenger and Ruud Gullit and 
Gross in the top flight, the 
LMA fears the chances for 
young British coaches may be- 
come more limited. 

John Barnwell, the chairman 
of the LMA, said; “If it gives 
our coaches a kick up the back- 
side to get more qualifications 
and improve, dies it might be 
no bad thing. But what we 


have to be careful of is that it 
should not become a fashion or 
personality appointmenL 

“We have to leave a way 

open for young managers to be 

able to reach the very highest 
levels of the game.” 

Critics have suggested that 
Hnhs have been forced to look 
abroad for managers because of 
a lack of quality coaches in 
Britain. But Barnwell believes 
this is not the case, and wants 
to encourage the movement of 
managers abroad to create a 
two-way street. 


“Blackburn and Arsenal 
took a long time to make an ap. 
pointment because they find h 
difficult with a code of conduct 
in place [which prevents dubs 
poaching other managers fnata 
the same division]." He added; 
“You can't go around just tap. 
ping up other managers and , 
clubs Tespect that code -be- ! 
cause it protects them.- 
“I would like to see our mm: 
agers and coaches extolling 
their own virtues abroad. Wb 
have proved we have some of 
the best coaches in the world.’ 


jr o* n 
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Fulham look to have been 
thwarted in their attempt to 
continue their spending spree 
after the purchase of Blackburn 
defender Chris Coleman fell 
through when the two parties 
failed to agree personal terms. 

Although Fulham were pre- 
pared to break their transfer 
record - which was only set a few 
weeks agp with the purchase of 
Paul PeschisoLido from West 
Bromwich for £1.2m - with an 
offer of £2. lm.it seems they were 
unable to match the player's 
wages of around £5,000 a week. 

Fulham did, however, pay 
Derby £600,000 yesterday for 
their midfielder Paul Trollope. 

Confusion still surrounds 
Joe Kinnear's future at Wim- 
bledon after the club declined 
to comment on speculation 
that Norway's national coach, 
Egil Olsen, was set to replace 
him. Kinnear, who has two 
years left on his contract, was 
yesterday trying to seek clari- 
fication of his position and did 
not turn up at the club’s train- 
ing ground. 


Kinnear said; “If they want to 
replace me why don’t they come 
clean about it? If that is the way 
they cany on behind your back 
then I don’t want to work for 
them. I knew Eg il Olsen was at 
the game on Saturday and 1 have 
heard all the rumours but there 
is nothing I can do about it. It is 
out of my hands." 

However, a spokesman for 
the club’s Norwegian owner's 
Wyndmore, played down any 
talk of Olsen replacing Kinnear. 
“Olsen had the chance to see 
four Norwegian players at the 
same time,” Jan Petter 
Store tvedt said. “It is a source 
of regret that Joe Kinnear is 
frustrated, but we don’t think 
he has grounds to be. He has 
received dear signals that Wim- 
bledon wants him to see the 
contract out” 

Bolton Whndereis have de- 
nied their South African de- 
fender Mark Fish permission to 
play for the Rest of the Wbrid 
against Europe in Marseilles 
on 4 December in an exhibition 
match which precedes the Worid 


Cap draw. Bolton are concerned 
at the number of Premiership 
matches Fish b missing because 
of international call-ups, a prob- 
lem Which was not helped by yes- 
terday's announcement of his 
inclusion in the South African 
national squad to face Brazil on 
7 December. 

After captaining his side to 
a 3-1 win over West Ham on 
Sunday, Leech; defender David 
Wetherafl has signed a new five- 
year contract with the fourth- 
placed Premiership side. 

Fifa, the governing body of 
worid football, is hoping to suc- 
ceed where diplomatic efforts 
have failed by trying to set up a 
friendly match between Pales- 
tine and Israel in New York. The 
sport’s worid governing body is 
holding talks with the Palestin- 
ian President, Yasser Arafat, 
about or ganising the game. 

Exeter City’s player-coach, 
Noel Blake, could make his in- 
ternational debut for Jamaica, 
where he grew up, in the Worid 
Cup finals - at the age of 36. 

Catherine Riley 
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Captains united: Graham Gooch (left) and Michael Atherton in the indoor nets at Chelmsford yesterday 

Captain Atherton goes back to school 


Photograph; Peter Jay 



ACROSS 

I Doctor meant to change 
drug? 1 10) 

6 Drink nothing returning 
from work (4) 

10 Sound of conservative’s te- 
dious to Scotland [5) 

II I'm British, designing Logo 
with one in perplexing situ- 
ation (9) 

12 A weak name for beard (3) 

13 Piece of machinery to dis- 
play decay on gold (5) 

14 Epithet given to bisque 
could be about right (9) 

15 Plain man's return from 
such sales? (4.3,7) 

18 Hither's camp discipline is 
the result of quackery? 
( 6 , 8 ) 

22 Women awfully scared 
about new A merican signs 
of hostility (3,6) 


24 Illegal seller catches river 
fish (5) 

25 One’s out of place having 
Ro manian coin (3) 

26 Walk to concert upset Eng- 
lish Dean (9) 

27 Lift sappers, suppressing 
instances of sloth (5) 

28 No indication of pain in 
cowardly shout (4) 

29 Clerks who try to sell things 
to sheep farmers? (3-7) 

DOWN 

1 Satellite controls a vehicle 
which consumers might like 

2 Simple boat in river is 
enough for US conscript 

3 Snes of smoking? (95) 

4 Sail could produce power 
with these changes (9) 


5 New woman's haircut en- 
trances a rich easterner (5) 

7 Cut up old instrument and 
spoil the environment (7) 

8 Debated, when surrounded 
by quiet, without irregulari- 
ties (6) 

9 Old cinema movement re- 
portedly chose to upset 
user (63) 

16 Perhaps peels to go to bed 
for excessive spell? (9) 

1 7 Anxiously awaiting right 
second in formation of 
steels (8) 

19 Fterhaps fan of tune charac- 
teristic of jazz (3-4) 

20 Love fancy doilies (7) 

21 To work wrapping wife in 
minimally laminated mater- 
ial (3-3) 

23 Taking care to be correct 
about name of bird (5) 
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It is not every day that 
a one-to-one coaching 
session in an indoor net 
features 191 Test caps. 
But then it is not every 
day that Michael 
Atherton, troubled by 
minor defects in his 
game, consults his 
illustrious predecessor 
for a series of 
“tutorials” before he 
departs to do battle in 
the West Indies. 
Yesterday Derek Pringfe 
was at Chelmsford to 
watch. 


“Keep looking towards me,” 
shouts Graham Gooch, as be 
sends another bouncer down 
at the England captain from 
18 yards. “It will help you 
avoid the odd blow," he adds 
with a malicious, knowing 
chuckle, the land that implies 
the forthcoming tour of the 
Caribbean will be about as 
comforting as going five 
rounds with Mike Tyson with 
his gumshield removed. 

“Don’t get too low. When 
you do, your bead pops outside 
the fine of off-stump," comes 


the shout a few balls later, as 
another bumper causes the 
back netting to bulge inches be- 
hind where Atherton’s head 
had been just before. 

For those accustomed to 
having their cricket nets in 
April, these may be unlikely 
sounds to be h e aring on a 
brassy November afternoon. 
These days, however, the 
quest for improvement knows 
no seasons, and Atherton has 
been afforded a rare oppor- 
tunity to work on his game. 
More importantly, it is a 
chance to work with someone 
he trusts and who knows him 
and his game welL 

“The nets with Goochie 
aren't specifically to do with the 
West Indies tour coming up,” 
the England captain points 
out, scotching the theory that 
be is preparing himself for 
the working over the West In- 
dies’ fast bowlers normally re- 
serve for visiting captains. “It's 
just that over time, things 
creep into your game, and the 
Win dies tour is the only one 
which gives you the time to tin- 
ker about with your technique 
and pul it in good order. 

“If you are going to make 
adjustments, though, I think it 
is important to do it with 
someone who is not coming 


from a vastly different stand- 
point. Graham and 2 opened 
the innings together for Eng- 
land about 40 times, so he 
knows what to look for.” 

As tutors go, Gooch is un- 
doubtedly a Regius Professor 
of fast bowling. While all 
around were getting blown 
away by the West Indian pace 
batteries that terrorised bats- 
men and dominated the world 
stage for over 15 years, Gooch 
remained steadfast and un- 
flinching. a granite island in a 
sea of shattered stumps and 
bones. 

Fortunately, things are not 
□early so extreme now. The 
West Indies have since been 
toppled from their perch by a 
resurgent Australia and a lim- 
it on the number of bouncers 
they can bowl in an over. It is 
these two factors, along with an 
ageing new ball attack, that 
England mil be hoping to take 
advantage of when they tour 
the Caribbean early in the 
new year. 

However, first they must 
put runs on the board, and 
Atherton becomes cagey when 
1 suggest that the importance 
of seeing off the new ball is 
paramount to England's 
chances of winning the Tfescs se- 
ries. In any case, whatever it is 


that he and Gooch have been 
tinkering with is not readily di- 
vulged, though, by the way the 
area behind the popping crease 
Is covered with powdered 
chalk, one suspects it is to do 
with the movement of his feet. 

This is more or less con- 
firmed after the 40-minute net 
- which includes the Essex 
bowler Danny Law and a 
youngster called Damien 
Brandy - when master and 
pupil repair to a cubbyhole to 
analyse the video. 

“Your feet were moving su- 
perbly,” Gooch says. “You 
didn’t get squared up at all to- 
day.” 

“Not bad,” counters Ather- 
ton nodding, the understate- 
ment as blunt and ever 
present as that famous for- 
ward defensive. 

For those with a fair smat- 
tering of strokes, batting is ail 
about balance and confidence. 
Yet, as far as Atherton is con- 
cerned, both these aspects suf- 
fered last summer, as Glenn 
McGrath - largely on bowler- 
friendly surfaces - dismissed 
him time and again, mainly 
with awkward bouncers be- 
tween chest and throat high- 
flying to evade such deliver- 
ies when you Have a chrome 
back problem is easier said 


than done, and Atherton strug- 
gled, 'mainly because he was 
losing his balance and toppling 
over outside the line of the balL 

Achieving balance the 
Gooch way, though, is all 
about co-ordinating your foot 
and bead movement so that 
you are in a consistent yet re- 
laxed position to play whatever 
ball is sent down. 

“If you’re meeting the ball 
off both back and front foot 
with your body weight forward 
and with the full face of the 
bat, everything else will fol- 
low.” Gooch says, “and sur- 
prise bouncers won’t catch you 
out of position, like they oc- 
casionally did with Athers last 
summer. 

“Mike has as good a tech- 
nique as anyone, probably 
since Geoff Boycott. But that 
doesn't mean it's OK to stand 
still. You’ve got to keep press- 
ing for improvements. Bowl- 
ers do and I can see the likes 
of Curtly Ambrose and Court- 
ney Walsh perhaps targeting 
Mike with short balls to the 
ribcage." 

It was the first time the tu- 
tor had stated the obvious, but 
as he and many batsmen will 
know from facing fast bowling, 
expecting it and playing are two 
quite different matters. 
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